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What is ‘Early Intention

to Referee’ initiative?

This initiative aims to provide those individuals 
within our FA WSL Academies that have an 

interest of pursuing a career in football 
refereeing with a support framework that 

provides access to qualifications, alongside 
suitable referee education and 

development from grassroots through to the 
professional and international game in both 

men's and women's football.



https://falearning.thefa.com/course/view.php?id=1804

The process - Step1 
Course prerequisite. Online introduction to laws of the game 



The process….Step 2
Face to face training  - 11hours

Normally one evening, followed by a full day, which mixes training room work with 
practical activity on a pitch. Key messages from the online learning are reinforced 
throughout. 

The training room work includes:
• Fun, interactive quizzes
• How to establish rapport and build relationships with players and coaches
• Recognising and dealing with foul challenges and handball
• Managing offside
• Dealing with inappropriate behaviour
• Managing players

On the pitch, you will have the opportunity to turn your knowledge into skills 
through refereeing game-based scenarios. You will practise:

• Communicating decisions
• Cautioning and sending off techniques
• Managing the kick-off, free kicks, penalty kicks, corner kicks and throw-ins
• Positioning in open play and at restarts
• Being an assistant referee



The process…Step 3

Referee!!

To qualify as a referee, you must also referee 
five games after you have attended the face-to-
face training. You will then receive a certificate 
and an FA Referee badge.

You be supported through those five games by 
your County Football Association (CFA). As you 
continue your refereeing career, you will then 
be able to access further training opportunities, 
both online and face to face.



The pathway…women's game



FA Support...
• Coaching

• Mentoring

• Match observations

• Appointments



Next Steps…..

1. Complete the expression of interest survey
- Link in the chat 
- Deadline – Friday 28th January 2022

2. Complete the ‘FA Guide to the laws of the game.’
- 2 hours – online 
- Once complete email your certificate to leandra.little@thefa.com
- Deadline – Friday 4th February 2022

mailto:leandra.little@thefa.com

