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Am Iready to become areferee?

Readingthis booklet is the first step to qualifying as a match official and will tell you everything that is
involved. It will also answer most questions you may have about becoming areferee.

Across Worcestershire and Herefordshire we have around 450 referees and we look forward to
supporting you at the start of your journey towards joining our team of match officials.

There are some important things you need to know before you think about becoming areferee:

Refereeingis a great wayto be involved in football and can be really fun and enjoyable
You must be aged 14 or over tostart the process of becoming a referee

We have high expectations of all of our referees, whethertheyare aged 14 or 40

You must be very committed and have excellent communication on and off the field
You need tobe willing to learn and develop yourself throughout your career
Refereeingis not easy—you need to be up for the challenge

R

This is a fantastic time to get intorefereeing with some amazing opportunites to progress toa higher
level on the refereeing pathway. Similarly, a number of our referees enjoy a long career in grassroots
football and are happy at that level giving something backtothe game.

Ifyou thinkyou have what it takes, carry on reading to find out more about how to become areferee.

This booklet is tosupportlearners who want to become a referee. Once you have qualified, you will be
sent our full ‘Referee Guide’ which includes information on the support available to referees and
further developmentopportunities.



I Information for Parents/Carers!

Approximately 35% of our referees are aged under 18. We are fully committed to safeguarding our
young referees and, with the help of parents/carers, we are sure that some of our young match
officials will go on to enjoy refereeing for along time.

Itis vital that parents/carers read the following information before someone in their care aged under

18 considers becoming areferee. This will help you to understand our requirementsbefore and during
their referee career as well as the importantrole that you play —not just as a taxi service!

1) Therefereeisrequired to attend the Referee Course on their own (i.e. without a parent/carer).
Why? Put simply; because they will referee on their own. You will not be standing with them on the
pitch to helpthem make decisions —it is important to understand the need to officiate on their own.

2) Our contact should primarily be with the referee —not their parent/carer.

Why? The referee has to take responsibility for their actions. If they arrive late because their
parent/carer didnot get up on time to take themto the match, this onlyreflects badly on the referee.
All of our email communication with Ul8referees willinclude a named parent/carer but the emphasis
should be on thereferee torespond or get in touch when required.

3) Refereeingis not easy!

Why? Picture yourself stood in the middle of a pitch with anything from 10 to 22 players waiting to
start amatch. Have you done a pitch inspection, a player kit inspection and completed the coin toss
to decide who kicks off? Have you got all of your equipment, counted the players and checked that
the goalkeepers are ready? All of this is before the match evenstarts, and all of this is the responsibility
of thereferee. Not to mention the need tothen control the whole match, making sure that hundreds
of decisions are awarded and communicated correctly.

4) Regular communication is key!
Why? Referees need totalktokey people. If areferee does not communicate appropriately via email

and phone, there will be issues. Key contacts include their County FA, Leagues, Clubs and other match
officials. We will provide all of the relevant contacts—but they must communicate well on and off field.

5) Weall have a Duty of Care...

Why? Our experience shows us that some U18s struggle with the expectations and practical nature of
refereeing. Our tutors will give everylearner the best chance of becoming a competent referee but as
professionals we ask the parent/carerof potential referees to consider if their child is ready to venture
into refereeing. A lack of a confidence will sometimes improve with experience, but remember that
duringthe course thelearner must goand referee some matchesin order to become qualified.

Ask yourself: Would my son/daughter cope being placed into the middle of a pitch and having to
make and communicate every decision? Please note: If your son/daughter is going to be doing exams

at school/college then we strongly recommend that they wait until thisis over before booking ontoa
referee course due tothe commitment required for both.

6) Final thought...
Referees are paid to provide a service and, as a result, our expectations and requirements are very
specific. If you or the learner have any questions, please contact us before booking onto a course.



Processto Become a Referee

You will need to complete all of the below steps in order to become a qualified referee.

o Complete The FA Online Guide to the Laws ofthe Game
onumecorse  oee page 6 of thisbooklet

« Complete The FA Safeguarding Children qualification
sarecuarDNG  See page 7 of thisbooklet

QUALIFICATION

 Ifaged 16+,complete The FA CRC/DBS Check
DBS CHECK See page 8 of this booklet (not required ifaged 14 or 15)

« THE ABOVE STEPS MUST ALL BE COMPLETED BEFORE
measenore. | BOOKING ONTO A PRACTICAL COURSE

« Findandbookonto apractical FA Referee Course
PRACTICAL See page 10 of thisbooklet

COURSE

« After attendingthe course dates,you must referee at least 5
e matchesto complete the qualification

e Your County FAwillthen host a call-back session for you to finalise
CALL-BACK your qualification and receive your certificate

EVENT






