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WHY ENGLAND FOOTBALL
ACCREDITED EXISTS

Leading by example. Raising the bar. Flying the flag
for Respect and diversity.

Accredited Leaques and Clubs exist for the players
and create opportunities for everyone to experience
and enjoy the game we all love.

Every fan, parent and volunteer, how ever
they support the game. Every player, referee, or
coach, regardless of ability.

"A vibrant national League and
Club network that delivers
inclusive football for its local
community"







YOUTH CLUBS

95% accredited teams
5% non accredited

m Accredited teams = Teams  Totalteams: 763




Adult CLUBS

46% accredited teams
549 nonaccredited

£
=
=
=
=
=
=

m Accredited teams = Teams TOtUI teams: 263
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ACCREDITED CLUBS RAISE STARS

EnglandFootball Accreditedsupports clubs tocreate more chances for more people toplay football in
approved leagues and competition.

More opportunities for male, female and disability players, from youth through to adult.

Whetheryou'rea 1 star, 2 staror 3star Accreditedclubthat's ok because it takes a network of Accredited
clubs tocreate more opportunities for players to be encouragedandsupportedon their journey.

All AccreditedClubs offer a consistent standardon- and off-pitch.

Stars are how EnglandFootball Accreditedrecognisesyou and the different support you needto grow your
way, throughthe teams andpathways you offer.
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To be a one star
Accredited Club,
you must:

Offer aminimum ofone
affiliated male or female
or disability team at any
age group playing within
an FAsanctionedleague
competition.

/\

1 maleteam
atany age

OR

2

1 female team
atany age

"

‘.- ‘..

1 disability
teamat any age
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To be atwo star
Accredited Club,
you must:

Offeracomplete accredited
player pathway for either male
or female or disability football,
all playing within FA
sanctionedLeague
competitions.

In addition, offer a minimum of
oneteamatanyage group
fromanalternative pathwauy.

Offer at least 1teamin at least
8 of these age groups

u7 us ue

ulo ull u12
uis uls uls

9 '{
AND » 0rR ¥

ulé ulis , ‘ [ (|
| o N
*Must have U21 or OA 1female team 1 disability
** Max of 2 years between age groups atany age teamatany age

Offer at least 1 team in at least
4 of these age groups

ulo U1l ui2
u13 Uls uls

AND ,‘N OR m
/\ N

uié6

o
*Must have U10or U1é 1maleteam 1disability
** Max of 2 uears between aae arouns at anu aoe team at anu aae



Offer atleast 1 teamin at least
2 of these age groups &

us  |uiz |uie
oA | | AND '/ OR OR ' \

Female specific 1male team 1female
disability team at atany age team atany age
any age
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To be athree star
Accredited Club,
you must:

Offerthe complete
accredited player pathway
forboth maleandfemale
whilst offeringaminimum
of onedisabilityteamatany
age group, all playing within
FAsanctionedLeague
competitions.

by, ¥
I\ 1

Must have at least 1 teaminat
least 8 of these age groups

u7 us U9

u10 Ul11 U12

U13 Ul4 U1s

ulé uis

*Must have U21 or 0A
** Max of 2 years between age groups

21

iy

Must have at least 1 teamin
at least 4 of these age groups

u1o0 ul11 Ui12
ui3 Ul4 Ul1s
ulé6

*Must have U10 or U1é
** Max of 2 years between age groups

DISABILITY

Must have at least 1 disability
teamatany age
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Clubs that are within 2teams Clubs that are within 3teams
of meetingthe 2star of meetingthe 3star

Accredited player pathways Accredited player pathways
will berecognisedas a 2star will berecognisedas a 3star

Accredited Club.* AccreditedClub.*

*until atleast November 2023
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The timeline

November2022andAnnually
Accreditedclubs have from nowuntil November 2022 tosatisfyboth on- andoff-pitch criteria.
Accreditedclubs will be validated against on- and off-pitch criteriaNovember 2022 andthen annually.

Ifyou do not meetcriteria, you will have a window of opportunityto add commentagainstanycriterianot met for CountyFA
approval.

Accreditedclubs will have the teams you offer validated against the Accredited player pathway logic for the Accreditedstar
you hold. *

Ifyou do not meet the minimum number ofteams for the Accredited player pathways for the star you are recognisedfor, the
starwill change.**

*2starand 3star clubs will be recognised as the staryou have untilNovember 2023. This is to give you the opportunity to develop the teams you have missing if
it is within your club plans and ambitions.

**If by November 2023 you do not have the minimum number of teams to meet the Accredited player pathways for the star you currently have thenyour star
will change.
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Clubs must be affiliated totheirlocal CountyFA

Through affiliation Clubswill achieve the following  Through the Clubs Portal, Clubswill achieve or evidence the following criteria:

criteria:

Offer a minimum of one team at any age group for
male or female or disability playing in an FA
sanctioned competition.

Have anin-date FAEnhanced Disclosure and Barring
Service Checks (DBS) for allrelevant officials.

Have a Welfare Officer for Youth Clubs (male, female
and disability).

Safeguarding Committee Memberscourse
completed by Club committee members.

Evidence oradoptasetof Clubrulesandbea
constituted Club.

Evidence or adoptthe relevant Club safequarding
policies.

Evidence or adopt an equality policy.

Adopt the FootballLeadership Diversity Code.

Adopt the Nationwide Respect codesof conductand
implement The FARespect activations relevant to
your club.

Have abank accountinthe Club's name
recommended for all Clubs and mandatoryfor Clubs
with three or more teams.

Provide evidence of last season'saccounts if in
existence for more than one season.

Have a gooddisciplinary record within
the Nationwide Respect disciplinary code (if in
existence formore thanone season).

Throughthe Club Portal, Clubs will continue to adhere to the criteria and complete the relevant validation processto remain England Football Accredited.



England Football Accredited Clubs will achieve on pitch and off pitch criteria:

On pitch

Adult teams should have a namedindividualthat has
completedtheIntroduction to First Aid in Football (IFAIF).
If this personis aplayer, an additional personisrequired.

Youth teams to have atleast one coach ormanager with
the Introduction to Coaching Football (I2CF) per team,
with in date Introduction to First Aid in Football (IFAIF)
and Safequarding Children Course (SCC). A qualified
coach or manager must be present at training andfixtures.

Have a coach:playerratioof 1:16 or less.

Off pitch

Complete therelevant Clubdevelopment planto support club development and
sustainability.

Confirm Club meetings that take place and make sure they are recorded. Copies
of minutes are available uponrequest.

Demonstrate that decisions made by the Club are informed by, and
communicated to, it'smembers.

Processes

Teams with people that need access to achieve qualificationcriteriacan find the
courses here: www.thebootroom.thefa.com/learning and will show against their
recordsinthe Club Portal for validation each season.

Clubs will evidence official criteriathroughthe Club Portal processes orthrough
The CountyFA Development Officers.
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England Football Accredited clubs can work in partnership to create and deliver more playing opportunities
for male, female, and disability players within the game.

c L U B PART N E R S H I P AG R E E M E N T To demonstrate a partnership between two or more clubs please follow the club linking process available

within the Club Portal. Clubs working in partnership should have in place a minimum of THREE from the seven

recommendations below:
Clubs that want towork in partnership with each other can
doso by f ollowi ng and achievi ng the club p artner. Shlp Aformal partnership agreement signed between An agreed way of sharing resource, expertise,
agr eement, alllinked clubs knowledge, and good practice between all

linked clubs
; ) . Club constitution / rules amended to reflect

To f or mal I1ze th e / / nk leU can dO sowi thl n CI Ub Por tCI/ b U partnership working between all linked clubs Joint club meetings take place and are recorded
visiting 'Linked Organisations'under ‘My Club'. between alllinked clubs

Ajoint development and/ or business plan to

. . demonstrate and coordinate the ambitions of the Demonstrate that decisions made are informed by,

More QUldanCB and dBtUI/S can be fOUfld on the QTUSSTUUtS partnership between all linked clubs and communicated to, all key officials, and where
techno[ggg hub. relevant club members, between all linked clubs.

Ajoint vision to create more playing opportunities
for male, female, and disability players within

https://grassrootstechnology.thefa.com/support/solutions/ sanctioned competition between alllinked clubs
folders/48000681178

FA Demonstration Club

5 ACCREDITATION

Affiliated Assaciation: IT Test FA

m Dashhoard Organisation Profile Documentation

®) wmyow Contactoewls  Sponsors sations adalMetia

W o . )

W Plager Club Links | Show Inactive Links Add Club
us ctions

Received Requests



https://grassrootstechnology.thefa.com/support/solutions/folders/48000681178

OUR SUPPORT
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Our commitmentto you
We want to enable, educate, equip & empower you

We will: support your ambitions to grow teams against the accreditedplayer pathways and the star you are recognisedfor
We will: help facilitate partnerships andencourage links with other clubs

We will: help you meetand adhere toon- and off-pitch criteriaand be ready for re-validation each season

We will: support you with the re-validation process everyseason

We will: educate your understanding of the club portal and new accreditation dashboard

We will: help you with your club plans and align tailored and relevantsupport and services where possible

We will: support non-Accredited clubs tobecome EnglandFootballAccredited
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The benefits to being Accredited

Environment

The environmentyou create and the experience
you provide is supported by your league or club not
only adhering to bothon- and off-pitch criteria but
by putting it into practice.

Being Accredited equips and empowers you to
make sure attraining and ona matchday, atcup
finals and at league fixtures, the environment that
everyone, from players to coaches, officials to
spectator's, experience is safe, funandinclusive for
everyone.

The environment s yours to create and supported
through Accreditation.

People

The people are the lifeblood of Accredited leagues
and clubs. The training and qualifications available
and required of Accredited league and club
volunteers, officials and coaches, gives them the
confidence and education they needto lead their
role.

Inclusive teams and player pathways provide the
opportunity formore players to have more chances
across the network whilst on their footballjourney,
fromyouththrough to adult.

The people are what make football happenandare
supportedthrough Accreditation.

]

8% ENGLAND
5 FOOTBALL

Processes

The processes are more thanatick box exercise.
Having in place rules, policies, codes of conduct and
the football leadership diversity code ensures
leagues and clubs are wellstructured and governed
effectively, protecting your members along the
way.

ForLeagues adelivery planorforclubs aseasonor
development planempowers you to grow your
league or club your way, knowing and delivering on
what youramobitions are on the journey to
becoming the best versions of yourself.

The processes are toensure you are built to lastand
are supportedthrough Accreditation.
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Accesstotemplate
league delivery and club
seasonordevelopment
plans

Thesupportto deliver
positive environments
and experiences

Thesupportto get
officials & coaches
qualified through
accesstoeducation
andtraining

Accesstofunded
and discountedkit
& equipment

Thesupportto be
structuredandgoverned
effectivelyfor the needs
of your league or club &
it's members

Toreceivetailored support
from The FAand County
FA'sandgetaccesstoa
communityofleague and
club leaders

Accesstopromaotional
resources, guidance and
templates toeffectively
operate your league or club

Thesupporttoraise
standards across thegame
both on-and off-pitch

Thesupportto offer pathway
opportunities to male, female
and disability players acrossa
network of leagues and clubs

0= ACCREDITED
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Grow Your Way

England Football Accredited clubs are more resilient, more
sustainable and builtto last.

This is through good planning.

As part of criteria Accredited clubs are askedto upload a copy of their
club plan into the club portal under ‘other documents'.

There are two templates available for Accredited clubs, and
depending on your size, you may want to utilise either the club
seasonplan (recommended for 1starclubs) or the club development
plan (recommended for 2star and 3star clubs).

These are available to download now at
www.EnglandFootball.com/Accredited.



http://www.englandfootball.com/Accredited

League and Club Services

We believe for true sustainability, and for leagues and clubs to be built tolast,
theyneed soundinfrastructure, an offer of activity to meet the needs of their

football community and to operate effectively.

We plan to supportclubs, through tailored support dependent upon what
number of Accredited stars you are recognisedfor, under eight key themes.

These themes make up the supportand Services on offerfrom The FA Club
Programme and underpin club seasonand development plans.

More information will be available from early 2022 onthese themes and the
supportavailable.
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A NEW HOME FOR ACCREDITATION

CLUBPORTALIS THENEWHOME FORCLUBSTO
BECOME OR REMAINENGLAND FOOTBALL
ACCREDITED.

ITSALSOTHEPLACEFORCLUBS TOFORM
PARTNERSHIPS THROUGHLINKINGWITHOTHER
CLUBS TODEMONSTRATEYOUR WORKING
TOGETHER.

ITSWHERE CLUBS CAN SEEAND EVIDENCEYOUMEET
CRITERIATOBEABLETOAPPLY FOR, AND TOBEABLE
TORENEWYOUR, ACCREDITATION EACHSEASON.

g "_.ol““ 1 A . ! :
8/7 7
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Accredited Clubs and the Club Portal

Become Renew
Non- Accredited clubs can apply to become England Existing England Football Accredited Clubs will renew every
Football Accredited within the Club Portal. November, and annually, with the opportunity to see any

gaps in your criteria 365 days of the year.
In order to apply they must meet the eligibility and

minimum criteria, all of which can be evidenced within Your 'live' Accreditation Dashboard continuously shows
their club portal. where you are meeting both on-pitch and off-pitch criteria
all year round.

055 THE LEAGUE
Visit the League and Club Hub on YouTube to watch B! 2
theAccreditedClubs & the Clubs Portal webinar. u VO lITlI be ‘&% AND CLUB HUB
» PART OF ENGLAND FOOTBALL
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Rewards 2021/22 - EXISTING

|

8% ACCREDITED = ACCREDITED

2 &2 ACCREDITED
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4x Nike Strike Footballs 5x Nike Strike Footballs 10x Nike Strike Footballs
£25 Kit & Equipment Voucher £25 Kit & Equipment Voucher 2x Nike MatchFootballs
Welcome to England Football Accredited Pack Welcome to England Football Accredited Pack £100 Kit & Equipment Voucher

Welcome to England Football Accredited Pack
England Football Accredited Digital Asset Pack England Football Accredited Digital Asset Pack

England Football Accredited Digital Asset Pack
England Football Accredited Digital Certificate England Football Accredited Digital Certificate

England Football Accredited Digital Certificate
England Football Accredited Plaque

England Football Accredited Banner
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Rewards 2021/22 - EXISTING

2% ACCREDITED

0™ | EAGUE
%@ PART OF ENGLAND FOOTBALL

£100 Kit & Equipment Voucher

Welcome to England Football Accredited Pack
England Football Accredited Digital Asset Pack
England Football Accredited Digital Certificate

England Football Accredited Banner
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When you're Accredited
you're not just part of it,
you're the beating heart of it.

ACCREDITED

PART OF ENGLAND FOOTBALL






