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New Era for UK Armed Forces Football 

Both the Men's and Women's UK Armed Forces football teams have returned to action as part of a new project to rejuvenate UK Armed Forces Football.
Irish Defence Force 1 UK Armed Forces 0 (13th April 2016)

The men travelled to Kilkenny, Ireland last week for a prestigious international friendly and were unlucky to lose to a last minute goal following a solid, committed and hardworking performance.
Ahead of the game the two teams were introduced to Brigadier General Philip Brennan (General Officer Commanding 1 Bde) and Donal Conway (FAI Vice President).
The game was played on an immaculate pitch in Dean Celtic FC grounds, Castlecomer Kilkenny.
Following the 4-1 home defeat last year at St Georges Park at the hands of the Irish the UKAF head coach Sgt Nick De-Long set out his stall to thwart the tenacious and attacking Irish and his team stuck tirelessly to the game plan.  

It was an even first half with few chances, mostly from set pieces. The first chance came after 20min for the Irish side when Gerry Walsh put a header just past the post from a well-placed ball from Sean Pouch. Six minutes later came the first UK chance with a corner from Tom Claisse and full back Matt Evans headed wide. Another Irish attack on 33 minutes resulted in a Shane Dempsey corner and UKAF centre back Danny Dixon was forced to head over his own crossbar from pressure from Lee Delaney.

In the second half the UKAF immediately put pressure on the Irish Defence and almost forced an own goal in the 52nd min. The Irish Defence Forces had made three substitutions at half time and it took the Irish side some time to settle as the UKAF soaked up the pressure and looked dangerous on the break and at set pieces. The Irish did go close on 70 minutes when a superbly delivered corner from David Long landed at Jodie Dillon’s feet but the shot was straight at the UKAF keeper The deadlock in a tight affair was broken in the 89 min when Chris Kenny supplied the pass for Noel McGee to head past goalkeeper Matt Short from close range. 

Dillon might have made it 2-0 in the last minutes of the game when his shot went just wide before the UKAF had very strong appeals for a penalty turned down in injury time after Todd appeared to have been tripped. Overall a hard fought game played in a great spirit by both sides. It is hoped this will become an annual fixture.
UK Armed Forces:  POPT Matt Short, LH Michael Cushion, LCpl Matt Evans, SAC Danny Dixon, PTE Tom Broadbent, PTE Peter Williams, SPR Daniel Stoneman, POPT Danny Kerr, SAC Tom Claisse (c), CPO Andy Todd, Cpl Lawrence Prior.

Subs: POPT David Berry (for Kerr 74), Cpl Alex Woodhouse (for Williams 72), Sgt Dyfan Pierce, SPR Luke Cairney.

Links:

http://www.fai.ie/ireland/news/defence-forces-record-win-over-uk-armed-forces
Royal Netherlands 4 UK Armed Forces 2 (6th April 2016)

The UKAF Women accepted an invitation to replace the RAF Women's team to compete in the Presidents Cup with the match taking place at the training ground of PSV Eindhoven.

It was the UKAF Women's first fixture in two years and Sgt Paul O'Brien was the new Head Coach, ably assisted by Sgt Jim Bryden.

Despite the lateness of the fixture the team delivered a sterling performance, after going a goal down after just 7 minutes to a Salina de Kok goal the UKAF Women stormed back as they took the game to their hosts. A deserved equaliser arrived on 20 minutes following a good counter attack and Kerry Haywood finished well. With momentum and confidence building the UKAF then took a 2-1 lead when the impressive Cat Beaver netted. The game continued to be played at a good tempo with both teams playing some nice passing football, at half time the UKAF were winning 2-1.
The second half saw the UKAF Women run out of legs a little and the home nation levelled in the 59th minute through Selena Paardekooper. Two quick goals followed for the Dutch, via Petra Dugardein (75mins) and Salina de Kok (78mins) to put the Royal Netherlands 4-2 up. The score line may well have been closer as the UKAF finished strongly and had a couple of very good chances to add their goal tally.
Overall an outstanding effort that was enjoyed by all with the post match meal being held at PSV Eindhoven’s main stadium. Again it is hoped that this will become an annual fixture.

Sgt Paul O’Brien commented, “Due to the short notice of the fixture the squad was a lot smaller then we would have liked but credit to the players that travelled. Held together by a lot of tape and strapping, the 12 players involved did the UK Armed Forces proud. For 65 minutes of the game I thought we were the better team and played some fantastic football, unfortunately injuries and fatigue played their part. Overall it was a fantastic trip and was a major milestone in re-establishing the Women’s set up. Hopefully we can now push on as a group and look forward to new challenges. A massive thank you to all involved and all that supported this event”

UK Armed Forces: Cpl Nicola O’Donnell, PTE Heather Jagger, AB Jenny Dick, Cpl Jess Treharne, SAC Laura Went, Cpl Cat Beaver, CFN Jemma Dinning, Cpl Meg Vella, SAC Kerri Haywood, LCpl Rachel Digby, MA Susan Badger, LCpl Jennifer Keane
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