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News Release:

RAF Football Association FA Council Member hands over role after 15 years


After 15 years in post Wg Cdr Neil Hope MBE is departing the role as FA Council Member representing the RAF FA. Neil hands over to Sqn Ldr Joan Ochuodho on 3rd July, when Joan will complete her first FA Council Mtg. Neil took over the role in 2008 and has sat on many FA committees during his tenure, including Youth, Sanctions & Registrations, Disability, Adult Participation and Football Development. Neil spent 3 years as the Chair of the Adult Participation and Development Committee and several years as Vice Chairman of the Football Development Committee. Neil also became the first Military FA Council member in the history of The FA to be voted onto the National Game Board (NGB). The NGB sits below the main FA Board alongside the Professional Game Board. This placed Neil as one of the 12 leaders of English grassroots football. During his time he represented England as head of delegation with youth teams ranging from under 16 to under 18, including to Spain, France, Italy, Slovakia and South Korea. He has played a major role in promoting both The FA and RAF FA as an ambassador for many years. 

Neil is also standing down from the RAF FA as he leaves his FA post. Neil is the longest serving member of the RAF FA Executive Committee having started in 2001 as the General Manager of the RAF Women’s Representative team. Subsequent roles as the RAF FA Ticketing Officer and as the RAF FA Honorary Secretary followed before becoming the FA Council Member. Prior to joining the RAF FA Executive Neil was Secretary and Chair of the West Midlands Inter Services Football League (WMISFL) following a playing career for most units served on and a dabble as 2nd team Manager at RAF Lyneham. Neil’s RAF football involvement dates back to 1982! Finally, Neil will also be standing down as the President of the WMISFL.

Neil is the founder and lead on the RAF FA Taking Football to Africa and Beyond Charitable Appeal and he will continue with this successful Appeal assisted by his co-lead, Sqn Ldr Mark Smales. The Appeal delivers ‘Aid through Football’ in the form of football kits across the globe. To date the Appeal has delivered over 352000 items, including over 100000 football shirts to 63 countries worldwide. It changes lives for the less privileged across the world.

Neil said, ‘It has been my honour to represent the RAF and RAF FA at the top of the game. I have thoroughly enjoyed playing a major part in moulding grassroots football and seeing England teams develop across all disciplines. It has been a great pleasure to be involved in all levels of RAF football for so long. I look forward to continuing with the Taking Football to Africa and Beyond Charitable Appeal into the future.’

Sqn Ldr Joan Ochuodho, Neil’s replacement has had a long standing involvement in RAF Football and is extremely passionate about further developing The Beautiful Game, as well as acknowledging the great work Neil has done.

Joan said, “I am delighted and humbled to be granted the opportunity to represent the RAF FA at the FA Council. Football is a game I have been passionate about since childhood. Having had the opportunity to play in my early years in the service and latterly serving as a Board of Trustees Member in the role of Finance Director, I have gained great insight into RAF Football and relish the opportunity to work with a great team to grow all aspects the game in the Service despite the many other competing sports; playing, coaching and refereeing, alongside all back-room support activity to football, all of which offer great benefits both to the individual and the Service”.

She continued, “Football is a powerful game that unites communities and goes a long way to enhance health and wellbeing.  My hope is that we continue to make it the sport of choice and for service personnel to gain all those benefits to optimise their experiences in the Service.  I hope to positively contribute to the FA journey to continue to transform all levels of the game, equally working with the many dedicated Service Men and Women as well as the civilian staff that support the RAF FA to get the very best we can for and from RAF Football. As I take up this opportunity, I pay tribute to Wg Cdr Neil Hope who has achieved a great deal not only for RAF Football and the FA, but supported the game beyond UK borders, with the taking football to Africa initiative. He has been a great inspiration and will be a tough act to follow, but I hope to continue to build upwards from where he has left”.


Contact through:
Sqn Ldr Mark Smales – Mark.Smales425@mod.gov.uk / 07800603478
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