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3 December 2021
ENGLAND ELITE DISABILITY FOOTBALLERS VISIT RAF SHAWBURY

MEMBERS of The Football Association (FA) England Elite Disability Talent Pathway team visited RAF Shawbury, Shropshire, on Friday 3rd December 2021 to raise awareness of Disability Sport on International Day of People with Disabilities (IDPWD). 

The FA Talent Pathway Manager, James Watkins, accompanied by coaches and players from the England Blind, Cerebral Palsy and Powerchair disciplines visited the North Shropshire Airbase to complete a brief on England disability football. Staff and trainees from RAF Shawbury were also able to experience the different disciplines, allowing everyone to play with and against the players.

Accompanying James and representing The FA and England squads, was Jonathan Pugh (Head Coach of the England Blind Squad), Adam Bendall (Assistant Coach of England Blind Squad), Owen Bainbridge (England Blind Footballer), Andy Palmer (Interpreter England Deaf Football Squad) and Adam McEvoy (Wheelchair Football Association National Development Manager). In addition, the Station was also extremely proud to be able to host Team GB Paralympian and England Cerebral Palsy former player and captain, Jack Rutter.

During the event, personnel gained a better understanding of disability sport and in particular football through the FA and the Talent Pathway for Elite Football. It also allowed staff and trainees to see how individuals perform at the highest level with either a visual or physical impairment. 

Group Captain Phil Wadlow, RAF Shawbury’s Station Commander said: “We are very privileged to be able to host this excellent Force Development event with the inspirational England disability players and coaches on International Day of People with Disabilities. The staff and trainees from RAF Shawbury have experienced an educational and thought-provoking day, interacting with the elite players. Thank you to the FA England Elite Disability Talent Pathway team for assisting us in further developing our personnel at RAF Shawbury.”

Wing Commander Neil Hope MBE, who is based at RAF Shawbury and sits on The FA as the RAF FA Council Member and on The FA Disability Committee, said: “This was a fabulous day, and everyone had great fun whilst learning more about disability football. I would like to thank James Watkins and his team for bringing these inspirational footballers to RAF Shawbury”

James Watkins, The FA Disability Talent Pathway Manager, said: “This is the fourth time we have visited RAF Shawbury to assist in their Force Development. Every event has been a huge success and we are proud to be able to continue our links into the RAF and RAF FA through RAF Shawbury and its staff and trainees.”
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Personnel at RAF Shawbury receiving a brief on England disability football by James Watkins, FA Talent Pathway Manager. 
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Personnel working together to practise the skills needed to play blind football
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 Adam McEvoy, Wheelchair Football Association National Development Manager, explaining Powerchair football to staff and trainees at RAF Shawbury.  
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Personnel from RAF Shawbury getting involved and having a go at Powerchair football. 
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