
Implications of latest COVID-19 restrictions 

and new Reporting process

for grassroots football



Latest COVID-19 restrictions for grassroots football

• Return of ‘non-elite’ grassroots football from Wednesday 2nd December 2020:

o Steps 3-6 of the National League System 
o Tiers 3-7 of the Women’s Football Pyramid 
o Regional NLS Feeder Leagues
o Barclays FA WSL Academy League 
o FA Girls Regional Talent Clubs
o Indoor and outdoor youth and adult grassroots football

• Fixtures and training

• Outdoor football activity permitted across all three tiers

• Indoor football and Futsal permitted in Tier 1 (if rule of six is followed) and Tier 2 (if rule 
of 6 is followed and no household mixing)

• Exceptions for indoor disability football, sport for educational purposes and supervised 
sport and physical activity for U18s





Travel

• Travel across Tier 1 and Tier 2 areas permitted

• Travel into and out of Tier 3 areas not permitted

• Exemptions for U18s, disability teams, volunteers, elite players and those travelling for 
work

• Players and essential club staff at steps 3-6 of the NLS, tiers 3-6 of the Women’s Football 
Pyramid, the Barclays FA WSL Academy and Regional Talent Clubs can travel into and out 
of tier 3 areas



Spectators

• Spectators across Tier 1 and Tier 2 areas permitted:

o Tier 2 – 50% capacity, or 2,000 spectators outdoors or 1,000 spectators indoors 
(whichever is lower)

o Tier 1 – 50% capacity, or 4,000 spectators outdoors or 1,000 spectators indoors

• Spectators in Tier 3 areas not permitted

• Applies to clubs at Steps 3 – 6 of the NFL and WFP

• Regional NLS feeder leagues, Step 7 of WFP and outdoor grassroots football can 
accommodate some spectators provided they follow rule of 6 and wider government 
guidance



Information

• www.londonfa.com/covid-19-support-and-faqs

o Football Activity Guidance (1st Dec 2020)
o Football Activity Guidance Summary (1st Dec 2020)
o Football Activity Guidance for providers of football (1st Dec 2020)
o Women’s Football Pyramid Guidance (1st Dec 2020)
o National League System Guidance (1st Dec 2020)
o Guidance for Parents & Carers (1st Dec 2020) 
o First Aid Guidance (1st Dec 2020) 
o Risk Assessment Template (1st Dec 2020) 
o FAQs (1st Dec 2020) 

http://www.londonfa.com/covid-19-support-and-faqs
http://www.londonfa.com/covid-19-support-and-faqs


London FA to write to the club at each stage 

Stage 1 – London FA will write to the club informing them of concerns and requirements to 
comply with FA Guidance (First warning and the league to be informed)

Stage 2 – London FA will write to the club again but also informing the league of the club’s 
second warning (Final warning with league informed)

Stage 3 – London FA will liaise with the league and club to create an action plan and withdraw 
fixtures for the offending team until compliance can be demonstrated (Last resort) 

FA Covid-19 Guidance Compliance Breach

https://bit.ly/36Qyf6z

