
HAMPSHIRE FA 

COUNTY CUP COMPETITION RULES 

1. The following Rules shall apply, except where specified, to all Hampshire FA County Cup Competitions, 

which shall be played annually: 

Senior Challenge Cup Rules 1-39 inclusive  

John Ward Senior Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 40  

Russell-Cotes Benevolent Cup Rules 1-38 inclusive and 41-43 inclusive  

Trophy Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 44  

Trophy Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 45  

Vase Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 46  

Veterans Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 48 

Veterans Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 48 

Women’s Senior Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 49  

Women’s Trophy Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 and 49 

Vase Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 47  

Under 16 Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 50 

Under 15 Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 50 

Under 14 Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 50 

Under 13 Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 50 

Under 12 Challenge Cup (Saturday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 50 

Under 18 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 16 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 15 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 14 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 13 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 12 Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 18 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 16 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 15 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 14 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 13 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 12 Girls’ Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 51 

Under 16 Inter League Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rule 52 

Under 15 Inter League Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rule 52 

Under 14 Inter League Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rule 52 

Under 13 Inter League Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rule 52 

Under 12 Inter League Challenge Cup (Sunday) Rule 52 

Invitation Midweek Floodlight Cup (Youth) Rules 1-38 inclusive and 53 

Faith Cup Rules 1-38 inclusive and 54 

Midweek Adult Floodlight Cup Rules 1-38 inclusive and 55 

U21 Cup Rules 1-38 inclusive and 56 

 

2. The entire control and management of the Competitions shall be vested in the Football Management 

Board through a Competitions Sub Group of the Association. The Association shall have power to 

formulate the Rules of the Competitions, and to alter or add to the Rules, as they, from time to time, 

deem expedient.  

It shall be the requirement that all Senior Clubs Grade A-E inclusive and Clubs of Intermediate Status 

shall enter and play in at least one of the Cup Competitions suitable for its best team. 

In accordance with Hampshire FA Membership Rule 4 the Football Management Board shall appoint a 

Competitions Sub Group to control and manage the Competitions, on their behalf, and to give decisions 

on matters arising out of the Competitions, which, within the Rules laid down by the Association, shall 

be deemed to be decisions of the Football Management Board. In any matters not specifically mentioned 

in these Rules, the Competitions Sub Group shall have the power to take such action and impose such 

penalties as it deems necessary. 

All decisions of the Football Management Board and the Competitions Sub Group shall be accepted as 

final with the exception of the following provisions concerning appeals: 



(a) A Club that is expelled from the Competition may appeal against that decision to an appeal board 
in accordance with the procedures for FA appeals.  

(b) For the avoidance of doubt, a Club may not appeal against any penalty imposed on it other than 
expulsion from the Competition. 

 

Any appeal must be lodged in accordance with Membership Rule 15. 

3. In these Rules, the word ‘Football Management Board’ shall be construed as meaning ‘the Association’ 

or the ‘Competitions Sub Group. 

4. If any member of the Football Management Board and or Competitions Sub Group is an official, member 

or shareholder of a Club concerning which there is a protest, dispute or question, such member shall 

not be eligible to vote when such protest, dispute or question is being resolved. 

TROPHIES & SOUVENIRS 

5. To the winners of the Competitions, they shall be presented a Cup which shall be held by that Club for 

the current season, and which shall not become the property of any Club.  

6. (a) When the winners of the trophy shall have been ascertained, the Secretary of the Association 

shall hand over the Cup to such winners, on their subscribing a document to the following effect: 

“We, A.B., the Secretary of the Club, and C.D., E.F., and G.H., members of and representing that 

said Club, having been declared the winners of the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cup, and the same having 

been delivered to us by J.K., the Secretary of the Association, do hereby, on behalf of the said 

Club, and individually and collectively, engage to return the same to J.K., or the Secretary of the 

Association for the time being, on or before the 1st February next, in like good order and 

condition, and in accordance with the Rules of the said Association; and providing the said cup is 

destroyed by fire, or by any other accident, or lost whilst in our possession, we agreed to refund 

the Association the amount of its insured value or cost of thorough repair and we agree to insure 

the Cup in the joint names of the Club and the Hampshire FA and to deposit the insurance policy 

or satisfactory written proof of insurance with the Secretary of the Association.” A Club failing to 

return a Cup on or before the agreed date shall be fined £60.00, plus £9.00 per day after that 

date and until the Cup is returned to the Secretary of the Association. 

(b) In the event that a Club ceases to exist after winning the Competition, the Cup will be immediately 

returned to the Secretary of the Association.  

7. In addition to the Cup, the Association shall present medals or other suitable awards to the members 

of the winning teams. It may also present souvenirs to the players of the losing finalists. It shall not be 

permissible for the members of another team to receive from any source, medals or other awards to 

mark any achievement in the Competitions. When a player taking part in the final tie of a Competition 

is ordered to leave the field of play for misconduct, the medal or award to which he may be entitled 

shall be withheld at the discretion of the Association. 

8. ENTRIES & ENTRANCE FEES 

Applications to enter the Cup Competitions must be received by the 15th June in each year, but the 

Association may accept late entries received prior to the draw for the first round ties, and in such cases 

the Association may impose a fine upon the Club making the application. 

A club is permitted to enter one team in each of the following competitions: Saturday Senior. Sunday 

Senior, Women’s Senior and Youth Invitation Midweek Floodlit. 

Competing Clubs are responsible for fulfilling the First Aid requirements of their competing teams in all 

Hampshire FA Cup Competitions. 

The Association may issue instructions to competing clubs in respect of the provision of commercial 

agreements for cup competitions (including but not limited to broadcasting, perimeter board 

advertising, interview backdrops, centre circle banners, substitute boards, tickets and match 

programmes).  Competing clubs must comply with these instructions at all times and failure to do so 

may be deemed as misconduct by the Competitions Sub Group. 

Clubs from the Channel Islands may apply to enter the Hampshire FA Saturday Senior Cup but this will 

be limited to one from Jersey FA and one from Guernsey FA.  In the event that more than one application 



is received from either Channel Island, the appropriate County FA will be asked to provide a 

recommendation on which team should be entered based on performance the previous year.  Two teams 

from one Channel Island may enter only if the other Channel Island does not wish to be represented.  

In all cases, the Parent County FA must approve the application for entry before it is accepted by the 

Competitions Sub Group. 

9. The following entrance fees shall be forwarded with the application to enter the Competitions: 

Saturday Senior Challenge Cup £63.00 

John Ward Sunday Senior Challenge Cup £20.00 

Trophy Challenge Cup (Saturday) £20.00 

Trophy Challenge Cup (Sunday) £20.00 

Vase Challenge Cup (Saturday and Sunday) £20.00 

Veterans Challenge Cup (Saturday & Sunday) £20.00 

Women’s Senior Challenge Cup (Sunday) £25.00 

Women’s Trophy Challenge Cup (Sunday) £20.00 

Russell-Cotes Benevolent Cup £47.00 

Under 12-Under 16 Challenge Cup (Saturday) £20.00 

Under 12-Under 18 Challenge Cup (Sunday) £20.00 

Under 12-Under 16 Inter League Challenge Cup £19.00 

Invitation U18 Midweek Floodlight Cup (Youth) £34.00 

Under 12-Under 18 Girls Challenge Cups £20.00 

Faith Cup £20.00 

Midweek Adult Floodlight Cup £20.00 

U21 Cup £20.00 

 

10. ELIGIBILITY OF CLUBS 

Service Clubs stationed in Hampshire, shall be allowed to compete in any of the Cups, provided they 

comply with the eligibility rule and their teams consist of players who are, and have been actually 

serving in one Ship, Regiment of Corps only, within the County, within ten miles of the Club ground, for 

two weeks immediately previous to the Cup tie. Players temporarily detached for not more than three 

months shall be eligible to play for their own Ship, Regiment or Corps. Detached players stationed within 

the County and not belonging to any Ship, Regiment or Corps within the County Area, may play for any 

Club in the Competitions. A player belonging to a Club within the County Area not competing, may play 

for any Club but no Service team shall contain more than four such players. 

A Club at step 7 (or equivalent) of the FA Non League Pyramid, who are participating in the FA Vase 

may apply in writing with reasons on or before the 1st July in any year to play in the Saturday Senior 

Cup Competition, and the Competitions Sub Group shall have sole discretion in deciding whether to 

accept or to decline every such application. 

A Club may apply in writing with reasons on or before the 15th June in any year to play in the Sunday 

Cup Competition next higher than that for which they are eligible as per the appropriate Appendix 

provisions, and the Competitions Sub Group shall have sole discretion in deciding whether to accept or 

to decline every such application. 

Note: Applications must also contain supporting confirmation from the parent League. 

To the Under 16, 15, 14, 13 and 12 Saturday Cup Competitions, the Competitions shall be open to all 

Saturday Clubs who are affiliated to the Hampshire FA or their appropriate County Association if 

approved to enter in writing by their parent County. 

To the Under 18, 16, 15, 14, 13 and 12 Sunday Cup Competitions, the Competitions shall be open to 

all Sunday Clubs who are affiliated to the Hampshire FA or their appropriate County Association if 

approved to enter in writing by their parent County. 

11. ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS 

Only Players Registered with clubs playing in competitions sanctioned by Hampshire FA, other County 

Associations or The FA may take part in these competitions subject to the following. 

 



A registered player is one who is either, in the case of a player under written contract, registered with 

The Football Association or, in the case of a player without a written contract, registered with a League 

in which his club competes in the current season.  Any such registration must have been received and 

accepted by The Football Association or League midday on the day prior to the date fixed for the round 

and the registration must be continuous through to the date of the match. 

 

An International Transfer Certificate for players coming from overseas Associations (including Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland) takes precedence over a Players Registration. 

Therefore this is also required midday on the day prior to the date fixed for the round for the player’s 

registration to be valid. 

 

Exceptions to this rule are covered in rule 10 paragraph 1.  

 

A player on a temporary (loan) transfer including a Trainee, Scholarship Player, or Work Experience is 

ineligible to play in a Hampshire FA Cup Competition (with the exception of the Hampshire FA Saturday 

Senior Cup – see Cup Rule 39).  A player recalled, at any time prior to the date of the Round, to his original 

club from temporary (loan) transfer, in accordance with such terms of the loan agreement, may represent 

his original club.  Such player may only play in postponed or replayed matches if he had been recalled in 

time for the first match.  

NOTE: In matches that are brought forward from the date fixed for the round, a player must still have 

been registered midday on the day prior to the date fixed for the round and where required be in 

possession of an International Transfer Certificate midday on the day prior to the date fixed for the 

round. 

 

12. For Youth, all players must be under the age of the nominated age group listed below; 

Saturday Cup Competitions 

Cup Upper Age Lowest Age 

Under 16 Under 16 Years 14 Years 

Under 15 Under 15 Years 13 Years 

Under 14 Under 14 Years 12 Years 

Under 13 Under 13 Years  11 Years 

Under 12 Under 12 Years 10 Years 

 

Sunday Cup Competitions 

Cup Upper Age Lowest Age 

Under 18 Under 18 Years 15 Years 

Under 16 Under 16 Years 14 Years 

Under 15 Under 15 Years 13 Years 

Under 14 Under 14 Years 12 Years 

Under 13 Under 13 Years  11 Years 

Under 12 Under 12 Years 10 Years 

 

The qualifying date for age group eligibility shall be midnight on 31 August in current season. 

13. Whilst it shall be permissible for the constitution of a competing team to be changed during the   

 progress of a Competition, no player shall play for more than one team in the same Competition 

 during the same season. 

14. In the case of a postponed, drawn or a replayed match (including matches postponed or re-scheduled 

 through reasons of precedence (see Rule 21), only such players shall be allowed to play, that were 

 eligible to play in the match on the date originally set for the match by the Competitions Sub Group. 

 A player who was suspended may play in postponed, drawn or replayed ties after the term of his/her 

 suspension has been served - so long as their registration is in order with Rule 11 paragraph 2. 

15. A player having played in one match in the Competition for which he was qualified, shall be entitled to 

 play for the same team in any subsequent match in the Competition, provided he is not rendered 

 ineligible by the Rules of the particular Competition.  

16. The qualifications of each team shall be vouched for by the Honorary Secretary of the Club he 

 represents, or by some responsible official of the Club, who shall at least 15 minutes (45 minutes for 



 Saturday Senior & Russell Cotes Cup) before the agreed kick-off time, give in writing, on the official 

 form supplied by the Association, to the Honorary Secretary or responsible official of the opposing 

 team, and the match referee, the names and shirt numbers of the players of the team and substitutes 

 he represents. Clubs failing to comply with this rule shall be reported to the Association and shall be 

 liable to a fine not less than £12.00. In the case of the Saturday Senior Challenge Cup, a match 

 delegate will be present, and shall be furnished with a copy of the team sheet. 

17. Protests respecting eligibility of players must be lodged with the Secretary of the Association, in writing, 

within five days, accompanied by a deposit of £50.00 for each protest, i.e. for each player concerned, 

which shall be retained or otherwise, as the Competitions Sub Group direct. Where a protest is 

sustained, or in the absence of a protest, the Competitions Sub Group, subsequently discover that any 

rule has, in their opinion, been violated by mutual arrangement or otherwise, by any of the Clubs 

concerned, it shall be in the power of the Competitions Sub Group to disqualify one or both from taking 

any further part in the Competition in accordance with Rule 18 below. 

 In the case of a frivolous protest, impose such further penalty as may be warranted by the 

 circumstances reported.  

 When dealing with a protest or complaint the Competitions Sub Group shall take into consideration the 

 possession by the protesting or complaining Club of any information which, if properly used, might 

 have avoided the protest or complaint. 

18 (a) A team playing an unregistered or an otherwise ineligible player and subsequently been  

  found guilty of the offence shall be fined a sum not less than £15.00 or such other sum as 

  the Competitions Sub Group shall decide and the Competitions Sub Group may take such 

  further action against the club and/or player concerned as it may decide. 

(b) In addition a team having played an unregistered or otherwise ineligible player and having been 

found guilty of such shall (if having won the match in question) be removed from the competition 

and the Competitions Sub Group shall have the power (but not go back more than one round) to 

reinstate the beaten opponents or award a bye to the team they were due to meet in the following 

round (except in the Final). 

(c) In the event of both teams being in breach of this rule, both will be removed from the competition 

and further dealt with as in Rule 18 (a). 

 In the event of a Club being removed from a competition after winning the final tie, the 

Competitions Sub Group may award the trophy and player awards, to the beaten finalists. The 

Competitions Sub Group may also withhold trophy and player awards for the beaten finalists, if 

removed from the Competition or found to have broken the rules. 

19. DRAWING & PLAYING OF TIES 

The ties in the Competitions, shall be drawn to be played on dates and times to be decided by the 

Competitions Sub Group, who, if necessary, shall place the entries in districts for this purpose. 

Immediately after each draw, the Secretary of the Association shall advise each competing Club of its 

opponents, and the date and time at which the ties are to be played.  Unless circumstances require, no 

Club shall have more than one bye in any one season, but arrangements shall be made to ensure that 

four Clubs compete in the semi-final ties ensuring there are two finalists.   

For Inter League Competitions, the Competitions Sub Group will decide if competition should be a one 

day competition, if less than 4 entries are received.  Where a Club has had a bye in a previous round, 

the Competitions Sub Group shall decide whether such Club or its opponents shall have choice of 

ground. 

In the Senior Cups, in the event of any Clubs, being exempted from taking part in the first round ties, 

they shall be the previous season’s finalists and semi-finalists and such other Clubs, as the Competitions 

Sub Group shall decide. 

The Competitions Sub Group shall have power to group competing clubs, for purposes of the draw or 

exempt any club or clubs, from taking part in the earlier rounds.   In all rounds the Club first drawn will 

be the home Club. In the event of their ground not being available (Precedence List and weather 

conditions excepted), the tie will be played on the ground of their opponents.   In the event of neither 

ground being available, the tie will be played on the ground of the first drawn Club, the week 

immediately following.  If however, a game has been postponed because of the weather on two 



occasions the tie will be reversed, unless determined otherwise by the Chief Executive or his nominated 

deputy. Semi-Final and Final venues will be decided by the Competitions Sub Group. 

The Association will require the procedures of the Respect Programme to be observed for matches in 

all County Cups. 

This Association will require that the use of Sin Bins (temporary dismissals) is applied in all Competitions 

with the exception of the Saturday Senior Challenge Cup due to teams of Step 1 and above participating 

in this competition. 

20. (a) The home club shall notify the referee (and if appointed the assistant referees) and visiting 

Club, of all match particulars i.e. ground, colours, dressing rooms, surface of field of play, 

suitable footwear, time of kick off etc. at least five days before the match, in writing, email or 

fax, including maps where necessary. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be fined not 

less than £15.00. 

In the event of the away club not being notified 3 days before the match it will be their 

responsibility to notify the home club and Hampshire FA. 

(b) It shall be the duty of the Referee to report to the Secretary of the Association and the Secretary 

of the home Club, any departure from the time of starting as notified to him/her.  

21. In the event of a match in the Competition not able to be played because of the precedence of another 

Competition according to the Association’s Precedence list the following shall apply: Within 5 days of the 

publication of the Draw, clubs shall mutually agree a date for the match to be played BEFORE the due 

date, and this date shall be notified to the Secretary of the Association.  This date shall then be binding 

(subject to the exigencies of the weather) and the player registration qualification date detailed in Rule 14 

shall apply. 

22. If any Club shall refuse, or fail to play a match in the Competitions on the date fixed for it (only an 

exceptional extenuating circumstance and the exigencies of the weather alone excepted), it shall be 

removed from the Competition and in the Final Tie, the Competitions Sub Group shall have power to 

reinstate the Club beaten in the semi-final by the defaulting Club.  Further, and in addition, a defaulting 

Club shall be liable to a penalty to be decided by the Competitions Sub Group. 

Any team that cannot fulfil a fixture in the competition due to Covid related issues will be removed from 

the competition and their opponents will be awarded the match, in the Final Tie the Competition Sub 

Group shall have the power to re-instate the club beaten in the semi-final by the defaulting club. No 

further sanction will apply, unless any circumstances warrant further sanctions as determined by the 

Competitions Sub Group.  

23. KICK-OFF TIMES & HALF TIMES OF HAMPSHIRE FA CUP MATCHES 

With the exception of Semi-Finals and Final of all county cup competitions, the normal kick-off time for 

the first drawn team shall be the kick-off time for the match.  In all Cup Finals the kick off times shall 

be at the discretion of the Competitions Sub Group. 

For afternoon matches, in the months of December and January kick-off times will commence no later 

than 1.45pm for all Matches except where Clubs have floodlights where a time must be mutually agreed 

between the two competing Clubs. Where Clubs are unable to reach an agreement the Competitions 

Sub Group will decide the kick off time. 

If the match involves a team visiting the Isle of Wight or an Isle of Wight team visiting the mainland, 

then the kick-off shall be in the afternoon at 2.00pm (1.45pm in the months of December and January). 

For all matches in the Sunday U18 Cup the kick off time will be 2.00pm (1.45pm in the months of 

December and January) with the exception of the Final which will be determined by the Competitions 

Sub Group. 

For evening matches, the kick off time shall be the normal evening kick off time for the first drawn 

team.  In all Cup Matches the half time period must not exceed 10 minutes except Clubs with Floodlights 

where the half time period must not exceed 15 minutes.  The time of kick off for other Competitions 

shall be as notified on the fixtures. 



In the event of any dispute regarding a proposed kick off time, the Competitions Sub Group shall have 

the power on behalf of the Football Management Board to determine the kick off time, the decision of 

which is final and binding. 

24. DURATION OF MATCHES 

All matches with the exception of Youth shall have a duration of 90 minutes unless a shorter time (not 

less than 60 minutes) is mutually arranged by the two captains, in consultation with the referee prior 

to the commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of equal halves. 

Youth Section - Under 18 45 minutes each way 

 - Under 15 & 16 40 minutes each way 

 - Under 13 & 14 35 minutes each way 

 - Under 12 30 minutes each way 

 

25. DRAWN TIES, EXTRA TIME, CHOICE OF GROUNDS AND DATE OF REPLAYS, POSTPONED AND 

ABANDONED GAMES 

In ties where there is a draw after 90 minutes play or the agreed time having been played the match 

shall be decided by penalty kicks in accordance with Rule 38.  Extra time will not be played in any tie. 

If circumstances and conditions do not permit penalty kicks being taken and in matches in which they 

are begun but not completed, the match will be replayed.  

26. If in any Hampshire Cup Match the game is likely to be postponed apart from a Local Authority Pitch, a 

Level 5 Referee or above for Senior/Trophy Cup Matches, for Vase and Youth Cup Matches the appointed 

match official or official delegated by the local Appointments Secretary, a Member of the Competitions 

Sub Group or their representative only, shall have the power and discretion of making a decision to 

postpone the match.  All Clubs must confirm this in writing to Hampshire FA for approval. 

27. A match which is abandoned by the referee during ordinary time for which neither Club is 

responsible, shall be played at the same ground on the next succeeding Saturday or Sunday as 

the case may be or some other date arranged and authorised by the Secretary of the Association. 

A match not played for other reasons will make Clubs liable to a fine and removal from the 

Competition. 

The Competitions Sub Group shall review all other abandoned matches and in cases where it is to the 

advantage of the Competition and does no injustice to any of the clubs, shall be empowered to order 

the score at the time of the abandonment to be recorded as the result. In all cases where the 

Competitions Sub Group are satisfied that a match has been abandoned owing to the conduct of one 

team or their Club members, they shall be empowered to award the match to their opponents and/or 

take what other action they deem necessary. In cases where a match is abandoned owing to the 

conduct of both teams of their Club members, the Competitions Sub Group shall take such action as 

they consider appropriate including removing both teams from the Competition. 

28. A Club proved to have been responsible for a late start in a tie, without sufficient reason, shall 

be liable to a fine of not less than £15.00 or such other sum as the Competitions Sub Group shall 

decide and in the event of a tie being left unfinished either, because of such late start or for any 

reason stated in Law 5(d), the Competitions Sub Group shall have power to allow the result at 

the time of the stoppage to stand, and to take such further action as they deem necessary. 

29. SUBSTITUTES 

(a) (i) A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game and the permission 

granted by The Football Association use up to three from five named substitutes at any time in a 

Cup match unless otherwise stated in clause (a) (ii) below, except to replace a player who has 

been suspended from the game by the referee. The substitutions can only be made when play is 

stopped for any reason and the referee has given permission. The permission shall not be given 

until the player to be substituted has left the field and the substitute shall enter the field of play 

at the half way line. 

(a) (ii) Clubs competing in the Faith Cup, Saturday and Sunday Veterans Cup, Women’s Intermediate 

Cup and Youth U12-U18 (including the Invitation Midweek Floodlight Youth Cup) may use up to 

five named substitutes and all substitutes may be used as often and as frequently as the team 

wishes, and players who are substituted may be used again in the place of any other player as 



many times as necessary, except to replace a player who has been suspended from the game by 

the referee.  Substitutions can only be made when play is stopped for any reason and the referee 

has given permission in accordance with the normal substitution process. 

NOTE: The names of all substitutes must be given to the Referee prior to the commencement 

of the match, and substitutes not named may not take part. 

30. ALLOCATION OF GATE MONEY, PAYMENT OF FARES ETC IN ALL HAMPSHIRE FA CUP COMPETITIONS. 

(a) (i) Subject to any contrary provisions elsewhere in this rules, any club that does not take 

gate money for its home games shall not be entitled to a refund of travelling expenses 

if drawn away, nor be liable to pay the travelling expenses of a visiting team if drawn at 

home. 

(ii) Similarly, any club that does not take gate money for its home games shall not be 

entitled to any share of the gate receipts if drawn away, except at the discretion of 

the home club. 

(iii) Where both clubs take gate money for the home games, in all rounds of the Saturday 

Senior Cup and in the semi-finals of other competitions, the home club shall pay the 

visiting club such travelling expenses as are actually incurred by the visiting club from 

its headquarters to the home club ground.  These expenses shall be limited to not more 

than 20 persons at a coach rate of £2.50 per coach mile or a maximum of 5 cars at the 

current county rate.  In the case of boarding fares, reimbursement shall be limited to 

the cheapest rate available to the general public.  For clubs travelling to and from the 

Channel Islands, the reimbursement shall be limited to a maximum of 20 persons.  Clubs 

travelling to the Channel Islands may choose their desired point of departure.  All match 

officials and match delegates will travel from the same point of departure.  Subject to 

the above in the event of a dispute the Competitions Sub Group will make a decision 

which shall be final.  Clubs travelling to the Channel Islands will be liable for their own 

travelling expenses to the point of departure from the mainland however the Channel 

Island club will be responsible for travel to and from the point of departure from the 

mainland. 

(ii) In matches where the gate receipts are not sufficient to cover the travelling expenses, 

the deficit shall be borne equally by the two competing clubs. 

(iii) With the exception of the Russell Cotes Cup (see Rule 43) and the Intermediate Cup 

(see clause vi below), in all rounds of the competition up to the semi-final ties, the 

designated home club shall be responsible for the match expenses (pitch fees, match 

officials’ fees and expenses).  Competing teams are responsible for their own travelling 

expenses, subject to the provisions of clause iii above where both competing clubs take 

gate money for their home games.  

(iv) In the semi-finals of the Saturday and Sunday Trophy Cups, the Association shall pay 

for the appointed match officials for non-gate taking clubs. 

(b) In the semi-finals of the Saturday Senior Cup, the home club shall take the proceeds and after 

payment of the expenses previously referred to in Rule 30 (a) (i) pay to each Club 40% and the 

Association 20% of net gate receipts of that match. 

(c) In the Semi-Finals of the Sunday Senior Cup, the first drawn Club shall be responsible for the 

payment of the pitch and the Association shall pay the fees and expenses of the Match Officials. 

(d) In final ties of all Competitions, the Association shall take the whole of the proceeds and after 

payment of the expenses incurred in the staging of the tie (Pitch, Match Officials, Stewarding etc), 

the Association shall share equally with the competing teams taken together any surplus of the 

net gate receipts.  

31. COLOURS 

In the case of two Clubs having the same or similar registered playing colours, the visiting Club shall 

play in some different and distinctive colours approved by the referee. 



The players’ shirts shall be clearly and individually numbered, there must be no change of numbers (with 

the exception of a goalkeeper) during the match except in cases where a replacement shirt is required 

due to a blood injury. 

Goalkeepers must wear colours that distinguish them from other players and the referee.  No player 

including the goalkeeper shall be permitted to wear black or very dark shirts.  Any team not being able 

to play in its normal colours as registered with the Competition shall notify the colours they will play in 

to its opponents at least 5 days before the match.  If in the opinion of the referee teams have the same 

or similar colours, the away team shall change.  Any team not having a change of colour or delaying 

the kick off by not having a change shall be fined not less than £15.00.   Match Officials must wear 

black at all times in accordance with FA Regulations for the Registration and Control of Referees. 

In the final tie, in the event of the colours of the finalists being the same, both Clubs shall change their 

normal colours, which shall be different from each other. 

Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be fined not less than £15.00. 

32. PITCH MEASUREMENT ETC. 

(a) The ground upon which ties in the Competitions, with the exception of the Trophy/Vase Cups, 

are played shall be, as near as possible, 120 yards long and 80 yards wide or in metric, 110 

metres long and 75 metres wide, but in no case less than 110 yards long and 70 yards wide or 

in metric, 100 metres long and 64 metres wide, unless the permission of the Competitions Sub 

Group be first obtained. In the Trophy/Vase Cup Competitions, the ground shall be at least 100 

yards long and 60 yards wide or in metric, 90 metres long and 55 metres wide. Where the 

ground length and width is marked using metric measurements, all other markings must be in 

metric.   

For Youth Cup Competitions the following shall apply: 

Goal nets must be used in all matches in these competitions. 

Age on 31 

August of 

the relevant 

Playing 

Season 

Eligible Age 

Groups 

Maximum 

Permitted 

Format 

Minimum Pitch Sizes Maximum Pitch Sizes Rec 

Goal Sizes 

(in feet) 

Ball 

Size 

Yards Metres Yards Metres 

11 Under 12 9v9 70x40 64 x 36.6 80x50 73.15 x 

45.75 

16x7 4 

Under 13 11v11 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

100x60 91.44 x 

54.9 

21x7 4 

12 Under 13 11v11 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

100x60 91.44 x 

54.9 

21x7 4 

Under 14 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

100x60 91.44 x 

54.9 

21x7 4 

13 Under 14 11v11 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

100x60 91.44 x 

54.9 

21x7 4 

Under 15 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

110x70 100.58 x 

64 

24x8 5 

14 Under 15 11v11 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

110x70 100.58 x 

64 

24x8 5 

Under 16 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

110x70 100.58 x 

64 

24x8 5 

15 Under 16 11v11 90x50 82.3 x 

45.75 

110x70 100.58 x 

64 

24x8 5 

Under 17 100x50 91.44 x 

45.75 

130x100 118.87 x 

91.44 

24x8 5 

Under 18 100x50 91.44 x 

45.75 

130x100 118.87 x 

91.44 

24x8 5 

16 Under 17 11v11 100x50 91.44 x 

45.75 

130x100 118.87 x 

91.44 

24x8 5 

Under 18 100x50 91.44 x 

45.75 

130x100 118.87 x 

91.44 

24x8 5 

Open Age 100x50 91.44 x 

45.75 

130x100 118.87 x 

91.44 

24x8 5 



It shall be the responsibility of the home club to mark out the ground, and to provide the ball 

for the match.  The home club shall also provide separate and adequate dressing rooms, 

washing and toilet facilities, for the visiting team and match officials. 

It shall also be a responsibility of clubs playing on their own ground to ensure that the dressing 

rooms for opponents and match officials are locked and secure for the duration of the match. 

 

With the exception of the Saturday Senior Cup, the minimum lux rating for matches played 

under floodlights shall be as per usual league fixtures.  Clubs whose floodlights do not conform 

shall have home fixtures reversed unless agreed by the Competitions Sub Group. 

In the event that the home club has included in its pitch markings the Dug-out/Technical Area, 

the following shall be strictly adhered to: 

A maximum of 10 occupants which must include the five named substitutes and those officials 

named on the team sheet, shall be allowed to occupy the dug-outs, only the nominated 

coach/manager may convey tactical instructions to the players during the match and he/she 

must return to his position immediately after giving these instructions.  He/she and other 

officials must remain within the confines of the technical area, and they must behave in a 

responsible manner.  Failure to adhere to this Rule will result in sanctions being imposed. 

(b) Artificial grass pitches may be used in County Cup Competitions provided the pitch is listed on 

The FA’s register of artificial grass pitches and with the prior consent of The Association.  This 

should be requested at the time of entry to the Competition in each season, provided that the 

artificial turf meets the following conditions: 

(i) the pitch shall be surfaced with an artificial grass surface that has laboratory type 

approval according to the FIFA Quality Concept Handbook of Requirements for Football 

Turf (March 2006 edition) One or Two Star Category or the International Artificial 

Standard (March 2006 edition) and have satisfied the performance and construction 

requirements at that time of its last annual assessment.  The pitch must be retested 

every close season and certificates must be provided to The Association by 1 August 

each season. 

(ii) the home Club shall allow their opposition the opportunity to use the pitch and train 

on the surface two hours prior to the kick-off and there must not be another game or 

event on the pitch following the training period.  If it is intended to water the pitch 

before the match, the pitch shall be watered prior to the training period. 

33. MATCH RESULTS 

Notice of the result of each match, together with a list of the players with surnames, forenames and 

shirt number, and also the referee name and marking and goalscorers including penalties, shall be sent 

on the official result card, to the Secretary of the Association, by First Class Post or any other acceptable 

method which ensures the receipt of within 48 hours of the end of the match.  Any Club failing to comply 

with this Rule shall be subject to a fine, of not less than £15.00 and in default of payment struck out of 

the Competition.  Incorrect result cards shall be dealt with in a similar manner.  Competing Clubs will 

also forward a result card to the appropriate official of its domestic League.  Note – Result cards may 

be downloaded from HampshireFA.com and submitted electronically but are subject to the same 

timescales. 

All competitions will forward to the Competitions Department (CupResults@HampshireFA.com) the 

results of Hampshire FA Cup matches involving their member clubs, to be received within 48 hours of 

the match being played.  Failure may incur a fine not less that £20.00. 

 

34. INCOMPLETE TEAMS 

 Each competing team shall consist of 11 players, in all matches (9 players for U12 competitions).  Any 

 club failing to comply may be fined not less than £15.00 and it shall be the duty of the referee to 

 report to the Secretary of the Association, Clubs whose teams do not consist of 11 players (9 

 players for U12 competitions).  A minimum of seven players will constitute a team for the completion 

 of a match (six players for U12 competitions). 

Each Club shall play its strongest available team, consisting of 11 players, in all matches (9 players for 

U12 competitions).  Any club failing to comply may be fined not less than £15.00 and it shall be the 



duty of the referee to report to the Secretary of the Association, Clubs whose teams do not consist of 

11 players (9 players for U12 competitions).  A minimum of seven players will constitute a team for the 

completion of a match (six players for U12 competitions). 

35. OBJECTIONS RELATING TO GROUND, GOAL POSTS ETC. 

Any objection relative to the ground including size of pitch, goalposts or bars or other appurtenances of 

the game, must be made to those responsible for the match, half an hour before the time fixed for the 

kick off.  Any defect shall be remedied, if it is possible, without unduly delaying the game.  Failing this 

the objection shall be made to the referee prior to the start of the game and shall not be withdrawn 

without the consent of the Competitions Sub Group.  Such objections must be intimated to the referee, 

at the time the violation takes place, and full particulars of any protest relating thereto, must be lodged 

with the Secretary of the Association, in writing, within 4 days thereafter, accompanied by a deposit of 

£50.00, which shall be retained or otherwise, as the Competitions Sub Group may direct.  

36. WITHDRAWALS 

Any Club withdrawing from any Cup Competition, may be fined or otherwise dealt with, as the 

Competitions Sub Group decides.  

37. APPOINTMENT OF REFEREES & ASSISTANT REFEREES. 

The Competitions Sub Group or Referees Appointments Secretaries, acting on its behalf, shall appoint 

all referees.  When assistant referees are not appointed, each competing Club shall provide a club 

Assistant Referee equipped with a suitable flag, for the duration of the match, and any club failing to 

do so shall be liable to a fine of not less than £15.00. 

In the event of the appointed referee failing to attend, and where assistant referees are appointed, the 

Senior assistant referee shall officiate as referee, and another assistant referee shall be mutually agreed 

upon.  Where the assistant referees are not so appointed, the home club shall be responsible for the 

provision of a referee, who shall not be a substitute in the match. 

In the event of a match not being played because of circumstances over which the Clubs have no 

control, the match officials, if present, shall be entitled to half fee, but where a match is not played 

owing to one Club being in default, including the non-notification to the appointed match officials of the 

match having been postponed, that Club shall pay the officials if they reasonably attend at the ground, 

their full fee, or if in the event that both clubs are in default, they shall equally share the full fee of the 

match officials. 

Assistant Referees, shall be appointed to all County Cup Semi-Final ties and 4th Officials shall be 

appointed to all Final Ties and Senior Cup Semi-Final Ties. 

Suitable dressing accommodation shall be found for Referees and Assistant referees, and such 

accommodation is to be apart from the players.  Clubs failing to comply with this shall be fined a 

minimum of £15.00. 

Note: In the Saturday Senior Cup refreshments will be provided to appointed officials and opponents 

as per their standard requirements in their parent League. 

Each Club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by The Football Association, award marks to 

the Referee for each match and the name of the Referee and the marks awarded shall be submitted to 

the Cup Secretary on the match card provided.  A written explanation shall accompany the result card 

if the Referee is marked 60 or under.  Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be liable to be fined 

or dealt with as the Competitions Sub Group shall determine. 

All Referee, Assistant Referee and Reserve Official fees are inclusive of travelling expenses. 

Saturday Senior Cup: 

Rounds 1 & 2: Referee £54.00 & Assistant Referees/Reserve Official £38.00 

Round 3 to QF: Referee £70,00 & Assistant Referee/Reserve Official £45.00 

Semi-Finals: Referee £80.00 & Assistant Referees/Reserve Official £50.00 



John Ward Sunday Senior Cup: 

Rounds: Referee £35.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 

Semi-Finals: Referee £40.00 & Assistant Referees £25.00 

Russell-Cotes Cup: 

Rounds: Referee £45.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 

Semi-Finals: Referee £54.00 & Assistant Referees £38.00 

Saturday Trophy Intermediate Cup: 

Rounds: Referee £35.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 

Semi-Finals: Referee £40.00 & Assistant Referees £25.00 

Sunday Trophy Cup: 

Rounds: Referee £30.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 

Semi Finals: Referee £35.00 & Assistant Referees £22.00 

All other Adult Cups (inc. Vase/Veterans/Women’s): 

Rounds: Referee £30.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 

Semi-Finals: Referee £35.00 & Assistant Referees £23.00 

 

Youth Cups (Sunday U18/Midweek Floodlit): 

Rounds:  Referee £30.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00  

Semi-Finals:  Referee £35.00 & Assistant Referees £23.00 
 

Youth Cups (U12 – U16): 
Rounds:  Referee £25.00 & Assistant Referees £16.00  

Semi-Finals:  Referee £30.00 & Assistant Referees £20.00 
 

Match Officials will be entitled to claim their standard ferry travel if required to travel to or from the Isle 
of Wight.  

 

38. TAKING OF KICKS FROM THE PENALTY MARK 

(a) Unless there are other considerations (eg. ground conditions, safety etc.), the Referee tosses a 

coin to decide the goal at which the kicks will be taken which may only be changed for safety 

reasons or if the goal or playing surface becomes unusable. 

(b) He shall toss a coin, and the team whose captain wins the toss shall have the choice to take the 

first or second kick. 

(c) (i) Subject to the terms of the following paragraphs (iii) and (iv) both teams shall take 5 

kicks. 

(ii) The kicks shall be taken alternately. 

(iii) If, before both teams have taken 5 kicks, one has scored more goals than the other 

could, even if it were to complete its 5 kicks, the taking of kicks shall cease. 

(iv) If, after both teams have taken 5 kicks, both have scored the same number of goals, 

or have not scored any goals, the taking of kicks shall continue, in the same order, 

until such times as both have taken an equal number of kicks (not necessarily 5 more 

kicks) and one has scored a goal more than the other. 

(d) The team which scores the greater number of goals, whether the number of kicks taken is in 

accordance with the terms of the foregoing paragraph (c) (i), (c) (iii) or (c) (iv) shall qualify for 

the next round of the Competition, or shall be declared winner of the competition, as the case 

may be. 

(e) (i) With the exception referred to in the following paragraph (ii), only the players who are 

on the field of play at the end of the match, and any who have left the field temporarily, 

with or without the referees permission, are not on the field of play at that time, shall 

take part in the taking of the kicks. 

(ii) Provided that his team has not already made use of the maximum number of 

substitutes, permitted by the rules of the competition, under which the match was 



played, a goalkeeper who sustains an injury during the taking of the kicks, and who, 

because of the injury, is unable to continue as goalkeeper, may be replaced by a 

substitute. 

(f) Each kick shall be taken by a different player, and not until all eligible players of any team, 

including the goalkeeper or the named substitute by whom he was replaced in terms of paragraph 

(e) as the case may be, have each taken a kick, may a player of the same team take a second 

kick. 

(g) Subject to the terms of paragraph (e), any player who is eligible may change places with his 

goalkeeper, at any time during the taking of the kicks. 

(h) (i) Other than the player taking the kick from the penalty mark, and the two goalkeepers, 

all players shall remain within the centre circle whilst the taking of kicks is in progress. 

(ii) The goalkeeper who is a colleague of the kicker must remain on the field of play, 

outside the penalty area in which the kicks are being taken, on the goal line where it 

meets the penalty area boundary line. 

(i) Unless stated to the contrary in the foregoing paragraphs (a) to (h), the Laws of the Game, and 

the International Board Decisions relating thereto, shall, in so far as they can, apply at the taking 

of the kicks. 

Rules Relating to Particular Competitions 

The Rules, which follow relate to the Competition named but must be read in conjunction with the foregoing 

rules, which apply generally to all County Cup Competitions. 

39. SENIOR CUP (SATURDAY) 

This competition shall be open to Senior Clubs affiliated to this Association, who are full members of 

the Football Association or are Clubs, playing in the F.A. 

Premier League, Football League, Football Conference, Southern League, Isthmian League, Wessex 

League Premier Division & Division 1, Combined Counties League Premier Division and Div. 1, Hellenic 

League Div. 1 and any such other Clubs as the Competitions Sub Group shall decide.   The standard of 

grounds or Clubs playing at home in this Competition shall be that they are gate taking, and have a 

permanent fixed crowd barrier, hard standing, covered spectators accommodation including seating and 

clubhouse, refreshment facilities for spectators, separate dressing room accommodation, shower and 

toilet facilities for both teams and match officials, and floodlights which should be a minimum of 120 

lux.  Any Club whose ground, does not meet the desired standard, will play away, unless drawn home 

against another club without such facilities.   

All eligible Clubs, with the exception of Clubs competing in The FA Premier League and The Football 

League, are required to compete (F.A. Regulations for Control of Competitions, and Leagues, and 

Hampshire F.A. Rule 12(b). 

Any Premier or Football League Club wishing to receive exemption from the Senior Cup (Saturday) will 

be required to pay an exemption fee of £2000 payable at time of affiliation in accordance with the Status 

of Clubs.  

In this competition, a registered player is one who is either, on the case of a player who is under written 

contract, registered with The Football Association, or in the case of a player without a written contract, 
registered with a league in which his club competes in the current season. Any such registration must 

have been received and accepted by the Football Association or League by 12 noon on the Friday 
previous to the date fixed for the playing of the Round, and the registration must be continuous through 

to the date of the match.  
 

An International Transfer Certificate for players coming from overseas Associations (including Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland) takes precedence over a Players Registration. 

Therefore this is also required by 12 noon on the Friday previous to the date fixed for the playing of the 
Round for the Player’s registration to be valid.  

 
A player on a temporary (loan) transfer is ineligible to compete in the competition unless permission to 

do so is given by the lending Club in writing and a copy is received by the Hampshire Football Association 
by 12 noon on the Friday previous to the date fixed for the playing of the Round. Any permissions must 



clearly state that the player has approval to play in the Hampshire FA Saturday Senior Cup. A registered 
Trainee or a player who is registered on a Scholarship for work experience may play for another Club, 

subject to written permission is received by The Association by 12 noon on the Friday previous to the 
date fixed for the playing of the Round.  

 

A player recalled to his original club from temporary (loan) transfer, in accordance with the terms of 

the loan agreement, may only represent his original club if any such recall has been received and 
accepted by 12 noon on the Friday previous to the date fixed for the playing of the Round.  

 
A player on a temporary (loan) transfer is eligible to compete if transferred permanently by the lending 

club to the loaning club after the date and time for player qualification for a round but must have been 
eligible to play in the original tie.  

 

The Association will not give permission for players on loan or work experience to play against the 

lending club.  

All matches are to be played on the dates decided by the Competitions Sub Group with the exception 

of ties involving a team or teams, from a Contributory League or above which shall, if requested by the 

Contributory League Club, be played mid-week, preceding the specified date, in which case they must 

inform their opponents, and the County Office in writing within seven days of receiving notification of 

the specific tie. 

Any team without floodlights, drawn at home or away or taking part in a re-arranged game, against a 

team in Contributory Leagues or above in the precedence List, must play away under floodlights, mid-

week if requested to do so by their opponents.  The side then playing home, will be responsible for the 

expenses of the match, as per Cup Rules. 

Clubs will receive the number of complimentary passes for club officials for each round in accordance 

with rules of the League which the Club is a member of. 

 

Home clubs must ensure that the official statement of receipt/payments pro forma for each match is 

completed and forwarded to the Hampshire FA and visiting club (together with a share of the proceeds 
if made) within 14 days of the date of the match being played.  Failure to do so will result in a fine of 

not less than £30 being imposed.  Where the use of floodlights is included within the official match 
expense claim, this figure must not exceed £75.00.  

 

40. JOHN WARD SENIOR CUP (SUNDAY) 

(a) This competition shall be restricted to Clubs competing in the Sunday Leagues set out in 

 Appendix 1 and such other Senior Clubs as the Football Management Board or Competitions 

 Sub Group may decide.   

Appendix 1 

Aldershot & Camberley Sunday League – Division 1. 

Bournemouth Sunday League – Division 1. 

City of Portsmouth Sunday League - Senior Division Division 1. 

City of Southampton Sunday League – Senior Division Division 1. 

(b) No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to 

 play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final 

 or Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition of the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

 (Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

 circumstances.) 

(c) No contract player is permitted to play in this competition. 

Note – The Competitions Sub Group have agreed that the first and second rounds may be regionalised. 
 

41. RUSSELL-COTES BENEVOLENT CUP (SATURDAY OR MIDWEEK FLOODLIGHT) 

Shall be competed for by such clubs as are invited, to provide funds, for the Hampshire F.A. Benevolent 

Fund subject to the approval of the Competitions Sub Group. Clubs at whose grounds charge for 

admission is made shall be allowed to compete. Other clubs who participate within the National League 



System prepared to play at grounds of gate-taking clubs, however, may be allowed to compete, subject 

to the approval of the Competitions Sub Group.  The Competitions Sub Group shall have power to group 

competing Clubs for purposes of the draw or exempt any Club or Clubs from taking part in the earlier 

rounds. 

42. No Club competing in this Competition shall include in its team in any match more than 6 players who 

have each played during the current season in at least 6 Football League matches or in more than a 

total of 12 matches in the Football League and/or Football Combination. 

43. For all matches up to and including the Semi-final Ties, the proceeds of any gate receipts, collections, 

sale of tickets shall be dealt with as follows:- After the charges for the referee, assistant referees, 

gate-takers, police, have been paid, the balance shall be divided between the competing clubs and 

the Hampshire FA Benevolent Fund, each receiving one third of the net proceeds. The home Club 

shall provide the ball, dressing rooms and mark out the ground. All members or ticket holders shall 

pay the admission charges to the ground or stands.  Home clubs must ensure that the official balance 

sheet pro forma for each match is completed and forwarded to the Hampshire FA and visiting club 

(together with a share of the proceeds if made to both the Hampshire FA Benevolent Fund and the 

visiting club) within 14 days of the date of the match being played.  Failure to do so will result in a 

fine of not less than £30 being imposed.  In the Final Tie, the whole of the match receipts after the 

payment of the match expenses, as above, shall be paid to the Hampshire FA Benevolent Fund. 

In the event of the income coming from all sources being insufficient to discharge the costs of the 

match, as claimed, the loss suffered shall be borne equally by the clubs competing in the match 

concerned. This Rule shall apply to all stages of the Competition. 

44. TROPHY (SATURDAY) 

(a) This competition shall be restricted to Clubs competing in the Saturday leagues set out in Appendix 

2, except those Clubs whose entry to the Hampshire Senior Cup has been accepted and such other 

Intermediate Clubs as the Competitions Sub Group may decide. 

Appendix 2 

Aldershot & District Saturday League - Senior Division. 

Isle of Wight Saturday League - Division 1. 

Hampshire Premier League – All Divisions. 

Southampton Saturday League – Premier & Senior Division. 

Surrey County Intermediate Leagues. 

Wyvern League – All Divisions. 

 

 (b) A team playing in this Competition shall not include any player who has played in the F.A. Cup, 

the F.A. Vase, F.A. Trophy any County Saturday Senior Cup-tie during the current season or any 

player who has played in more than eight senior matches at Steps 1-6 of the National League 

System. 

(c) No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play 

in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, 

the player must have completed one of the following; 

 • Must have played a previous round in the same competition of the current season. 

 • Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current 

   season. (Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of 

   extenuating circumstances.) 

 (d) No contract player is permitted to play in this competition. 

 

45. TROPHY CUP (SUNDAY) 

(a) This competition shall be restricted to Clubs competing in the Sunday leagues set out in Appendix 

3 and such other Intermediate Clubs as the Competitions Sub Group may decide. 

Appendix 3 

Aldershot & Camberley Sunday League – Division 2. 

Andover & District Sunday League - Division 1. 



Basingstoke & District Sunday League - Division 1. 

Bournemouth Sunday League - Divisions 2 & 3. 

City of Portsmouth Sunday League – Divisions 1. 

City of Southampton Sunday League – Divisions 2 & 3. 

Gosport, Fareham & Solent League – Division 1. 

Meon Valley Sunday League – Division 1. 

Winchester & District Sunday League - Division 1. 

(b) A team playing in this Competition shall not include any player who has played in the F.A. Cup, 

the F.A. Vase, F.A. Trophy, or any player who has played in the F.A. Sunday Cup or any County 

Sunday Senior Cup Tie during the current season.  

(c) No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play 

in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, 

the player must have completed one of the following; 

 • Must have played a previous round in the same competition of the current season. 

 • Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current 

   season. (Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of 

   extenuating circumstances.) 

(d) No contract player is permitted to play in this competition. 

 

46. VASE (SATURDAY) 

(a) These Competitions shall be restricted to Clubs competing in Junior Football Competitions. 

 A Club may enter one or two teams in the Vase Competitions but each team must be separately 

 entered, and players who have played in one team shall not be permitted to play for another 

 team in the same competition in the same season.  

Appendix 4 

Saturday Vase Cup: 

Aldershot & District Saturday League - Division 1-3. 

Andover & District Saturday League - Division 1. 

Basingstoke & District Saturday League - Division 1-2. 

Bournemouth Saturday League - Divisions 1  

Isle of Wight Saturday League - Division 2 & Combination Divisions. 

Mid Solent Football League - Division 1 & U19 Division. 

Southampton Saturday League - Divisions 1-4. 

 

 (b) No player shall play in this Competition who in the current season has played in any Senior Cup 

Tie (not including the Qualifying Rounds of the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force Cups) or in 

the Hampshire FA Saturday Trophy Cup Competition or equivalent County Saturday Intermediate 

Cup Competition. 

For the purpose of this Rule, the following shall be considered to be a Senior Cup: F.A. Cup, F.A. Vase, 

F.A. Trophy or any County Association Saturday Senior Cup. 

Nor shall any player who has played in more than 8 games collectively or otherwise, in any recognised 

Senior Competition or Competitions listed below during the current season be eligible:- 

All Divisions of the following Leagues (including Reserve/Combination Divisions and associated Cup 

Competitions): The FA Premier League, The Football League, The Football Conference, The Football 

Combination, The Southern League, The Western League, Isthmian League, Combined Counties League, 

Suburban League, Hellenic League, Wessex League, Hampshire Premier League and Wyvern Combination 

League.  

(c)  A plate competition may be introduced by the Competitions Sub Group at their discretion.  This    

competition will be for clubs who are defeated in the first round of the Vase (with the exception 



of those who fail to play in the Vase first round, or have been removed from the competition). 

The plate competition will hold the same player eligibility requirements as the Vase. 

d)  No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to 

  play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or 

  Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition of the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

 (e) No contract player is permitted to play in these competitions. 

47. VASE (SUNDAY) 

(a) These Competitions shall be restricted to Clubs competing in Junior Football Competitions. 

 A Club may enter one or two teams in the Vase Competition but each team must be separately 

entered, and players who have played in one team shall not be permitted to play for another 

team in the same competition in the same season. 

 Appendix 5  

Sunday Vase Cup:  

Aldershot & Camberley Sunday League - Divisions 3-5. 

Andover & District Sunday League - Division 2-3. 

Basingstoke & District Sunday League - Division 2. 

Bournemouth Sunday League - Divisions 4-6.  

City of Portsmouth Sunday League - Divisions 2-5. 

City of Southampton Sunday League - Divisions 4-7. 

Gosport, Fareham & Solent Sunday League – Divisions 2-4. 

Meon Valley Sunday League - Division 2. 

Winchester & District Sunday League - Division 2. 

(b) No player shall play in these Competitions who in the current season has played in any Senior 

Cup Tie (not including the Qualifying Rounds of the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force Cups) 

or in the Hampshire FA Sunday Trophy Cup Competition or equivalent County Sunday 

Intermediate Cup Competition. 

 For the purpose of this Rule, the following shall be considered to be a Senior Cup: F.A. Cup, F.A. 

Vase, F.A. Trophy, any County Association Saturday Senior Cup, any County Association Sunday 

Senior Cup. 

(c) A plate competition may be introduced by the Competitions Sub Group at their discretion. This 

competition will be for clubs who are defeated in the first round of the Vase Cup (with the 

exception of those who fail to play in the Vase Cup first round, or have been guilty of fielding an 

ineligible player in the first round fixture). The plate competition will hold the same player 

eligibility requirements as the Vase Cup. 

(d) No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not  qualified to 

  play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or 

  Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season.  

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

 (e) No contract player is permitted to play in these competitions. 

48. VETERANS CUP (SATURDAY) & (SUNDAY) 



(a) These competitions shall be open to clubs competing in affiliated veteran competitions.  Saturday 

teams may only enter the Veterans Cup (Saturday) and Sunday teams may only enter the 

Veterans Cup (Sunday).  A club may enter up to two teams in each competition but each team 

must be separately entered and no player having played for a team shall be permitted to compete 

for another team on the same day.  A team shall not be eligible to compete in the veteran’s cup 

and another Association Cup in the same season.  Competing clubs and teams shall be classified 

as veterans unless otherwise decided by the Competitions Sub Group. 

(b) A player shall be eligible if he is 35 years of age or over in the current season. 

 No player shall play in this competition who in the current season has played in any Senior Cup 

tie (not including the qualifying rounds of the Army, Navy and Royal Air Force Cups) or in a 

Hampshire Trophy Cup Competition. 

 For the purpose of this rule the following shall be considered to be a Senior Cup: - FA Cup, FA 

Vase, FA Trophy, any County Association Saturday Senior Cup and any County Association 

Sunday Senior Cup. 

(c) No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play 

in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, 

the player must have completed one of the following; 

 • Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

 • Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current 

  season. 

  (Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

  circumstances.) 

(d) No contract player is permitted to play in these competitions. 

49. WOMEN’S CUP COMPETITIONS 

(a) WOMEN’S SENIOR CHALLENGE CUP 

 This Cup Competition is an open Competition for Clubs within the County & Isle of Wight 

Boundaries.  This Competition shall be open to Women’s Clubs as listed in Appendix 6 (below) 

with the exception of Educational Establishments. 

 It shall be the requirement that all Women’s Clubs affiliated to this Association shall enter their 

 first team to play in this Competition. As they decide the Competitions Sub Group may accept 

 other Clubs into this competition subject to the club playing in an equivalent standard as set out 

 in Appendix 6. 

 Applications to enter the Cup Competition must be received by the 15 June of each year but the 

Competitions Sub Group may accept late entries received prior to the draw for the first round 

ties, and in such cases the Competitions Sub Group may impose a fine upon club making the 

application. 

 All matches are to be played on the dates decided by the Competitions Sub Group with the 

exception of ties involving a team or teams, from the Southern Region Women’s League (Step 
W6) or above which shall, if requested by the Step W6 or above Club, be played mid-week, 

preceding the specified date, in which case they must inform their opponents, and the County 

Office in writing within seven days of receiving notification of the specific tie. 

Any team without floodlights, drawn at home or away or taking part in a re-arranged game, 

against a team in Southern Region Women’s League (Step W6) or above in the precedence 
List, must play away under floodlights, mid-week if requested to do so by their opponents.  The 

side then playing home, will be responsible for the expenses of the match, as per Cup Rules. 

  No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if she was not qualified to 

  play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or 

  Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 



• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

 Only one team per Club may be entered in the Women’s Senior Cup Competition. 

 Appendix 6 

 FA Women’s Super League (All Divisions); FA Women’s Championships (All Divisions); Southern 

Region (all divisions). 

 Note – Any club not competing in these Leagues but playing at an equivalent standard may apply 

for entry into the competition to the Competitions Sub Group by 1 June in any year for 

consideration. 

(b) WOMEN’S TROPHY CHALLENGE CUP 

 This Cup Competition is an open Competition for Clubs within the County & Isle of Wight 

Boundaries as set out in Appendix 7 (below) and it shall be the requirement of such clubs to enter 

a team in this competition.  As they decide the Competitions Sub Group may accept other Clubs 

into the competition 

It shall be a requirement that all clubs in competitions in Appendix 7 affiliated to this Association 

to enter one team to play in this competition. 

 

 Applications to enter the Cup Competition must be received by the 15th June of each year but 

the Competitions Sub Group may accept late entries received prior to the draw for the first round 

ties, and in such cases the Competitions Sub Group may impose a fine upon club making the 

application. 

 Eligibility of Players 

 A team playing in this Competition shall not include any player who has played in the Women’s 

Challenge Cup or more than 4 players who have each played in more than 5 matches collectively 

or otherwise in the FA Women’s Cup, FA Women’s Super League (All Divisions), FA Women’s 

Super League Cup, FA National League Cup, FA National League (All Divisions), and Southern 

Region League (All Divisions). 

  No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if she was not qualified to 

  play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or 

  Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.)  

 

Appendix 7 

  Hampshire County Women’s League all Divisions. 

50. YOUTH CUPS BOYS & GIRLS (SATURDAY) 

These competitions shall be restricted to clubs competing in Youth Football Competitions who are 

affiliated to the Hampshire FA or their appropriate County Association and Saturday being their normal 

day of play, with the exception of teams under the age of 18 playing open age football in registered 

Saturday Leagues.  Teams from outside the County must get approval in writing from their parent 

County. 

A Club may enter up to three teams in each age group but each team must be separately entered, and 

no player having played for a team shall be permitted to compete for another team on the same day 

(Saturday). 



 No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he or she was not qualified to play 

 in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, the 

 player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

 These competitions are 11v11 competitions with the exception of under 12 and girls under 13 which is 

 a 9v9 competition. 

Competing Clubs and teams shall be classified under 12, under 13, under 14, under 15 and under 16 

and Under 18 as set out in appendix 8. 

Appendix 8 

Under 12; Under 13; Under 14; Under 15; Under 16; Under 18 

 

51. YOUTH CUPS BOYS & GIRLS (SUNDAY) 

These competitions shall be restricted to clubs competing in Youth Football Competitions, who can be 

competing in adult competitions with the approval of the Competitions Sub Group, who are affiliated to 

the Hampshire FA or their appropriate County Association and Sunday being their normal day of play, 

with the exception of teams under the age of 18 playing open age football in registered Sunday Leagues. 

Teams from outside the County must get approval in writing from their parent County. 

A Club may enter up to three teams in each age group but each team must be separately entered, and 

no player having played for a team shall be permitted to compete for another team on the same day 

(Sunday). 

 No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he or she was not qualified to play 

 in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, the 

 player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

These competitions are 11v11 competitions with the exception of under 12 and girls under 13 which is 

a 9v9 competition. 

Competing Clubs and teams shall be classified under 12, under 13, under 14, under 15, under 16 and 

under 18 as set out in appendix 9. 

Appendix 9 

Under 12; Under 13; Under 14; Under 15; Under 16; Under 18 

52. INTER LEAGUE CUP COMPETITION (YOUTH) 

1. The Competition shall be open to all Leagues who are affiliated to the Hampshire FA. 

2. The Competition shall not be zoned and shall be on a knock-out basis. The entry fee shall be 

£19.00 for each Competition, payable to the Association Chief Executive on entry.  Entries close 

on 15  June. 

3. The Competition shall be divided into five age groups; 

A - Under 16 and over 14 years of age >  

B - Under 15 and over 13 years of age > At Midnight 



C - Under 14 and over 12 years of age > on 31 August 

D - Under 13 and over 11 years of age > of the current 

E - Under 12 and over 11 years of age > season. 

 

4. (a) A player shall not play for more than one League in more than one division in this 

Competition and shall be a recognised member of a Club competing in that Competition 

for at least 7 days prior to the date fixed for playing the round or tie.  No professional 

or apprentice professional shall be eligible to compete. 

(b) Any player selected for a representative match shall not be eligible to play for his Club 

in any League Competition on the day of the Inter League match.  Clubs providing 

two or more players in any Inter League match shall be entitled to apply to their 

League Secretary for postponement of their League or Cup fixture. 

5. The rounds or ties will be played on Sundays, unless by mutual agreement, subject to the approval 

of the Competitions Sub Group. 

6. The expenses of each round shall be shared between the two Leagues taking part as follows; 

 The home League to pay for the cost of staging the match, pitch, officials and refreshments if 

available.  The visiting League to pay their own travelling expenses.  The home team will be 

responsible for arranging suitable dressing rooms, pitch etc. 

7. These competitions are 11v11 competitions with the exception of under 12 which is a 9v9 

competition. 

53. INVITATION MIDWEEK FLOODLIGHT CUP (YOUTH) 

1. The Competition shall be open to invited Clubs who are affiliated to the Hampshire FA or 

surrounding County Associations, with floodlights of a standard acceptable to the Competitions 

Sub Group. 

2. The Competition shall be run on a knock out basis and be drawn to be played by the dates 

determined by the Competitions Sub Group.  Each match will be played 45 minutes each way.  In 

the event of the scores being level the match shall be decided by penalty kicks in accordance with 

Rule 38. 

 In the case of postponed matches, the match will be played the following midweek.  Arrangements 

for the final tie shall be placed in the hands of the Association. 

3. All players must have attained the age of 15 years on 31 August in the current season and be a 

recognised member of their respective Club.  A player shall only be eligible to play for one team 

in this Competition. 

  No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to 

  play in the Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or 

  Final, the player must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

54. FAITH CUP 

This competition shall be open to clubs competing in recognised and affiliated Faith Leagues affiliated to 

Hampshire FA or their appropriate County Association.  Teams from outside the County must get approval 

from their Parent County to compete in this Competition.  A club may enter more than one team but each 

team must be separately entered, and no player having played for a team in the competition shall be 

permitted to compete for another team in the same competition. 

Players must be registered with clubs playing in recognised and affiliated Faith Leagues. 



 No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play in the 

 Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, the player 

 must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 3 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

No contract player is permitted to play in this competition. 

Repeat substitutions may be used in this competition in accordance with Cup Rule 29. 

55. MIDWEEK ADULT FLOODLIGHT CUP 

This competition shall be open to Clubs competing in Midweek Floodlit and County Workplaces Leagues 

that are sanctioned by the Hampshire FA. Clubs outside of these competitions may be invited at the 

discretion of the Competitions Sub Group. 

A club may enter more than one team but each team must be separately entered, and no player having 

played for a team in the competition shall be permitted to compete for another team in the same 

competition. 

The competition shall be run on a knock out basis and be drawn to be played by the dates determined 

by the Competitions Sub Group. Each match will be played 40 minutes each way. In the event of the 

scores being level the match shall be decided by penalty kicks in accordance with Rule 38. 

In the event of a match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither club has 

control, it shall be played the following week.  

 No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play in the 

 Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, the player 

 must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 2 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

56. U21 CUP 

This competition shall be open to Clubs competing in affiliated U19-U21’s competitions sanctioned by 

Hampshire FA or other Associations. A club may enter more than one team but each team must be 

separately entered and no player having played for a team shall be permitted to compete for another 

team in the current season. Clubs outside of these competitions may be invited at the discretion of the 

Competitions Sub Group. 

A player shall be eligible to play if they have attained the age of 16 years of age and under the age of 

21 as at midnight 31st August in the current playing season. 

A maximum of 3 over aged players will be permitted to play for a team. 

 No player shall play in the Semi Final or Final tie in the competition if he was not qualified to play in the 

 Quarter Final Tie on its original date. In order to qualify to play in the Semi Final or Final, the player 

 must have completed one of the following; 

• Must have played a previous round in the same competition in the current season. 

• Played in a minimum 2 sanctioned competitive matches for that team in the current season. 

(Unless agreed specifically by the Competitions Sub Group on grounds of extenuating 

circumstances.) 

 

 



HAMPSHIRE FA 

COUNTY CUP COMPETITION DATES – SEASON 2021/22 

Saturday Senior Cup 

Preliminary Round  w/c 9 August 2021 

1st Round   w/c 23 August 2021 
2nd Round   w/c 13 September 2021 

3rd Round   w/c 6 December 2021 
Quarter Final   w/c 17 January 2022 

Semi Final   w/c 7 March 2022 
 

Adult Cups (1st Full Weekend of the Month) 
1st Round   Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 October 2021 

2nd Round   Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 November 2021 
3rd Round   Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 December 2021 

4th Round   Saturday 8 & Sunday 9 January 2022  
5th Round   Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 February 2022 

6th Round   Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 March 2022 
7th Round   Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 April 2022 

 
Russell Cotes Cup 

1st Round   w/c 18 October 2021 
2nd Round   w/c 15 November 2021 

3rd Round   w/c 10 January 2022 
4th Round   w/c 21 February 2022 

 
Faith Cup 

1st Round   Saturday 6 November 2021 
2nd Round   Saturday 4 December 2021 

3rd Round   Saturday 8 January 2022  
Quarter Final   Saturday 5 February 2022 

Semi Final   Saturday 5 March 2022 
 

Women’s Cups 
1st Round   Sunday 24 October 2021 

2nd Round   Sunday 21 November 2021 
3rd Round   Sunday 23 January 2022 

4th Round   Sunday 20 February 2022 
 

Please note that matches in the Women’s Challenge Cup may be transferred into midweek if the host club has 
access to floodlights. 

 
Girls Cups 

1st Round   Saturday 16 October 2021 
2nd Round   Saturday 20 November 2021 

3rd Round   Saturday 22 January 2022 
4th Round   Saturday 12 February 2022 

 

Youth Cups 
1st Round   Saturday 9 & Sunday 10 October 2021 

2nd Round   Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 November 2021 
3rd Round   Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 December 2021 

4th Round   Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 January 2022 
5th Round   Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 February 2022 

6th Round   Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 March 2022 
7th Round   Saturday 9 & Sunday 10 April 2022 

 
U18 Midweek Floodlit Cup  

1st Round   Thursday 7 October 2021 or W/C 4 October 2021  
2nd Round   Thursday 11 November 2021 or W/C 8 November 2021 

3rd Round   Thursday 13 January 2022 or W/C 10 January 2022 
4th Round   Thursday 17 February 2022 or W/C 14 February 2022 

 
Christmas Period 

You will not be expected to play over the weekend of 25/26 2021 and 1/2 January 2022. 

 

 


