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Welcome by Paul Morrison

Introducing our partners

Winter Pitch Care, Tim Wakeham

GMA Pitch Advisory Service, Ashley Hendrickx-Nutley

Funding to improve your pitches, Chris French

The Devon FA Grounds Team Association, Paul Morrison

Match Day Preparation, John Wright

Close, Paul Morrison
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• In 2020 Greenbest:

• Established 22 years ago

• Manufactured for 584 Companies

• Completing 10,179 orders

• To 2491 destinations

• In 26 countries

• Sold 4116 unique products

Background on GreenBest



Export

France
Australia
Qatar
Ireland
Germany
Austria
Slovakia
Bulgaria
Luxembourg
Finland
Hungary
Estonia
Czech
Poland
Netherlands
Turkey
Spain
South Africa
Lithuania
Slovenia



VELVIT LTD
Our Branded Range



The Velvit Brand



The Velvit Range



Nutrilong is a precision coated urea that 
gradually releases nitrogen when it is needed.

Nutrilong V90 has a longevity of up to 3 months 
in temperate climates.

Nutrilong V180 has a longevity of up to 6 
months in temperate climates.
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Nutrilong is a precision coated urea that 
gradually releases nitrogen when it is needed.

Nutrilong V90 has a longevity of up to 3 months 
in temperate climates.

Nutrilong V180 has a longevity of up to 6 
months in temperate climates.



Questions





From local producer to global supplier

Est 1906

Owned by 3200 

Danish farmers

Corporate



R&D

One in ten of our 

employees works 

with R&D

Corporate



Seed Breeding



The Benefits of 4Turf tetraploids

• They have larger, high-energy seeds for rapid establishment, even when soil 
temperatures are as low as 4°C.

• Rapid establishment reduces Poa annua invasion

• Increased root mass

• Improves drought-tolerance and increases the efficiency of the plants use of nitrogen 
in the rootzone.

• Exceptional disease resistance and winter hardiness for reduced maintenance and 
chemical applications



Certified Seed Production

Seed sampling

Germination

Purity

Accuracy

Traceability

Corporate



Seed Quality 

• Grass seed is available at different 
prices and quality

• Low quality grass seed contains 
cultivars not listed for turf use.

• Coarse and open sward

• Weeds & Poa establish easily

• Lowest market standard;EU Quality

May contain up to 33,000 weed grasse
seeds per kg incl. Poa Annual



Highest seed quality

• DLF choose officially listed cultivars for 
turf

• Turf cultivars are dense and fined 
leaved

• Tolerant to close mowing

• Adapted to local conditions

• Highest Purity 



The Journey of seed 



COVERING THE WORLDS GREATEST STAGES

Twitter @Qualityseed

Web: www.dlf.co.uk
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WINTER PITCH MAINTENANCE

THE CHALLENGE TO PRODUCE

A SURFACE



SENT TO TRY US

LEAVES
RAIN

SHADE
FROST

SNOW

REFEREES



LEAVES



RAIN

WATERLOGGING

A WET SATURDAY MORNING



SHADESHADE



FROST



SNOW



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

REFEREES

http://hkref.blogspot.com/2010/07/how-does-referee-prepare-for-world-cup.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


HOW DO WE COPE WITH THE
CHALLENGES OF WINTER

PREPARATION



A
WHAT WE DO NOW WILL HAVE 
AN AFFECT INTO THE WINTER

NUTRITION
AERATION

WEED CONTROL
CUTTING

SURFACE CLEANLINESS 
AERATION



NUTRITION

APPLICATION OF CONTROLLED RELEASE
FERTILISER IN THE AUTUMN



AUTUMN AERATION



CUTTING THE PITCH



SURFACE CLEANLINESS

SELECTIVE HERBICIDE

CHAIN HARROW

LEAF SWEEPER



AERATION



THE BULLSHIT FACTOR
STRIPE THE PITCH LINE MARKING



RAISING PITCH 
STANDARDS

Making sport possible



Ash Hendrickx-Nutley 
– South West Region

PAS Regional Pitch Advisor Introduction

• Involved in the programme from Aug 21

• Former Head Groundman with 30 years 

experience 

• Experience working in independent school multi-

sport grounds and grass root cricket 



What is the PAS?



What is the PAS?

• The Pitch Advisory Service (PAS) is a partnership between 
Sport England, FF, GMA, ECB, FA, RFL and RFU.

• Aimed at achieving sustainability of natural turf pitches 
through enhanced education and training of volunteer 
and professional grounds managers, through improved 
maintenance and provision of specialist equipment and 
materials

• That provides an enhanced network of support expertise 
available to the people and organisations maintaining 
natural turf pitches, particularly those working at the local 
level.

• Now in the first year of Phase 3 (2021 to 2024)

• Phase 1 2014 to 2017 included the GMA, FA, RFL, ECB and 
Sport England. Phase 2 (2017-2021) included the GMA, 
FA and ECB.

• Collaborates with: 
• Football – CFAs, The FF, The FA, Volunteers, 

SPAs, Local Authorities and Sport England
• Cricket – Cricket/County Grounds 

Associations, Local Authorities, 
Cricket/County Pitch Advisors

• Rugby League –
• Rugby Union -

• Which may involve:
• Visits and reports
• Support and guidance
• Advice and recommendations

• And includes
• Renovations
• General maintenance
• Machinery recommendations
• Training and events
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Football Regional 
Map

Adam Cooper RPA  - North West

Ian Powell RPA – North East

Kevin Duffill RPA – Central West

Julien Morris Senior RPA – Central East

Ash Hendrickx-Nutley RPA – South West

Daniel Bradley RPA – South East
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Tom Rowley – Key Account Manager for Football



MAKING SPORT POSSIBLE 52

GMA Learning - Training

Online Winter Pitches Course Suite
Levels One to Three available 

You will become part of the growing network of 
sports turf experts and volunteers. You will gain 
valuable and applicable skills. You will enjoy a fun, 
informative and productive course – with content 
from excellent and knowledgeable experts.

Price - from £35-£150 depending on GMA membership and level of the course



An online community for 
advice and best practice 

tips from GMA Pitch 
Advisors and grounds 

keepers.

• 2700+ users

• RPA interaction 

• Maintenance 
Essentials 

• Learning and tips cards

• Funding/News 
signposting

• Materials and 
equipment information

• Interactive forum
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PitchPower



PitchPower

• Allows you to self-assess your pitches, and record, store 
and update information yourself

• Significantly reduces the time it takes to receive the 
report compared with site visits

• Provides seasonal, ongoing advice about how to improve 
your pitch

• Works via a combination of photographs (site condition 
and soil sample) and information input

• Free to download and use

• User guide, instructional videos on Football Foundation 
website 
https://footballfoundation.org.uk/pitchpower/how-it-
works

• Please ensure you use PitchPower on all your pitches if 
you want to apply for funding.
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https://footballfoundation.org.uk/pitchpower/how-it-works


PitchPower
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PitchPower
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How do I measure grass 
height?
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How to picture 
surface profile?
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How do I measure 
root depth?
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How do I measure 
root depth?
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How do I measure 
thatch?
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How to picture line 
markings?
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Equipment
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• The examples and pages over these three slides 

offer significant insight into the level of detail that can 

be included – this raises the awareness of the RPA 

and level of report which can be produced

• It offers opportunity for a club to use PitchPower as a 

monitoring and measuring tool to document 

information and look back on

• It’s important to list all machinery used and condition

• Provide accurate data around usage and 

cancelations 

• Use PitchPower as an additional tool at your 

disposal 



Maintenance
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Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund 
considerations:

• The funding is made available to support enhanced maintenance works recommended to raise or sustain the 
pitch towards/at the GMA’s PQS standard of ‘Good’.
Routine grass cutting and line marking are excluded from operations which funding can be utilised 

• There is a requirement to submit a minimum of two PitchPower assessments annually it is mandatory that one of  
these submissions is competed between November and March 
A good example of ideal times to carry out your assessment are as below: 

• September/October : so that in-season maintenance works can be recommended 
February/March: so that end of season renovation operations can be recommended

• If the grant is awarded, two members of the organisation or club will need to enrol on and complete the GMA’s 
online Level 1 Winter Pitch training course

• The club or organisation is responsible for organising and supervising any works carried out by a contractor; 
recommended works should be performed on all pitches funding was successful 

• Site visits may be carried out to monitor performance progress

• The funding rate for year 1+2 at 100%, 66% years 3 + 4, 33% years 5+6 – thereafter the pitch is required to be 
sustained at the GMA’s PQS standard of ‘Good’ or above
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Visiting saltex is free of charge

Online registration is now open - gmasaltex.co.uk/visitor-registration/  



Our Partners

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

GPMF

Grass Pitch 
Maintenance 

Fund

SGS

Small Grants 
Scheme

PitchPower

is the gateway 
to….



Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

The Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund is a £14m fund that provides eligible clubs and leagues with a six year grant 
to help them sustain pitches already at a ‘good’ level and enhance pitches that are either considered ‘poor’ or 

‘basic’

Tapered means that the Football Foundation will pay a reduced percentage of the initial grant value every two 
years with the club making up the difference. For example, the grant awarded for an 11v11 pitch that needs 

enhancing would be £2,500 in year 1 and 2, £1,667 in year 3 and 4 and £833 in year 5 and 6.



Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

The amounts show the grant values for the first year at 100% funding.

Enhance
(For pitches with a Performance Quality Standard (PQS) of basic or below)

Pitch Size Grant Value (per Pitch)

11v11 £2,500

9v9 £2,000

Mini Soccer £1,500

Sustain
(For pitches with a Performance Quality Standard (PQS) of good or higher)

Pitch Size Grant Value (per Pitch)

11v11 £750

9v9 £500

Mini Soccer £300



Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

What can the grant be spent on?

The funding provided must be 
used to carry out the 
recommendations from your 
PitchPower Assessment Report. 
These can include:

➢ Contractor works e.g. slitting, 
scarification or decompaction

➢ Purchasing materials e.g. seed 
or fertiliser

➢ Purchasing equipment e.g. Soil 
Sampler



Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

What impact does is have?

Fillace Park, Horrabridge Rangers
July 

2018
August 
2021



Impact in Devon this year…..

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

£177,600

Teignmouth 
FC

£3,000
Horrabridge 

Rangers

£18,000

Lakeside 
Athletic

£18,000

Tedburn St 
Mary

£9,200

Axmouth

£3,000

North 
Molton

£40,000
Beer Albion

£10,000

Braunton 
Wanderers

£21,400

Brixham
Town

£10,000

Crediton 
United

£29,200

St Martins

£10,000

Torridgeside 
Youth

£6,000



Small Grants Scheme

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

What can the grant be spent 
on?

➢ Grass Pitch Machinery & 
Equipment

➢ Changing Pavilion / 
Clubhouse Refurb

➢ Fencing
➢ Goalposts
➢ Portable Floodlights
➢ Storage Containers



Small Grants Scheme

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

Brixham Town FC

£15,678

£20,928

Horrabridge Rangers SA

£14,1750

£18,900

Manstow Youth FC

£13,725

£18,300

Ogwell Youth FC

£15,000

£20,100

Tedburn St Mary FC

£18,215

£24,130



Devon FA Grounds Team Association 

Devon County FA

Enhancing lives through football in Devon

Exclusive products 
and prices from 
DCFA partners

Access to all DCFA 
pitch maintenance 

evenings

Annual pitch visit 
from Tim 
Wakeham

Exclusive quarterly 
pitch maintenance 

newsletter

Industry Visits


