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WELCOME TO THE NEW SEASON
FROM THE CEO
Birmingham County Football Association is one of the largest and best County FA’s in the country comprising of 1,200 clubs
and 4,600 teams who play within 60 sanctioned leagues and competitions each season covering all formats of the game.
We have an all-inclusive football FOR ALL philosophy and our dedicated team of 25 staff administer, organise, support,
promote and develop all formats of the game in order to help grow new and existing teams and clubs whilst increasing
participation.
700 of our teams, including all the senior pro and semi pro clubs, compete annually in our 14 County Cups so the winners
can truly class themselves as County champions – competitive male and female alike from under 16’s to adult competitions.
There are 1,500 qualified referees who include FIFA, Premier League and EFL officials, and 94% of the 50,000 matches
which are played each season are covered by a qualified match official. The team along with our highly-skilled tutor
workforce deliver in the region of 300 courses each year which includes 1,500 coaches and we offer various bursaries to
support and improve the football workforce. We also arrange high-level coaching CPD events and support a
Referee Development Group.
We have 11 local authorities whom we work closely with alongside seven professional clubs and their charity
foundations – just some of the many delivery partners we engage with to support and develop our national game. In
addition, many of our professional and semi-professional clubs offer special rates on tickets.
Our team is one of the most diverse County FA workforces in the country with an average customer satisfaction
rating of 92%. We are fully inclusive and in May 2019 we proudly attained the Intermediate Level Equality Standard, only
the second County FA in the country to have reached this level. In addition, “Kick it Out” also recognise Birmingham County
FA as one of their community champions. We have a full-time Designated Safeguarding Officer and Respect Lead who
works with our leagues and clubs on their compliance and best practice helping to make the game and the environment
safer for children and vulnerable adults. This was a fundamental reason why we were successfully awarded a “PASS”
from the National FA against the Safeguarding Operating Standard for the second successive year.
Being one of the biggest CFA’s, we receive one of the largest allocations of FA Cup Final and England tickets which our
affiliated clubs can apply for and then purchase. We also receive one of the largest FA grants which we disseminate to clubs
in order for them to grow the game and improve facilities.
We have a highly innovative and pro-active approach and generate our own income streams and, along with the FA grants,
we reinvest back into the game at every level, which this season includes our very own BCFA Pitch Improvement Fund. The
County FA Benevolent Fund supports ill or injured participants, whilst the Joel Richards Legacy Fund assists young people
with the qualifications needed to volunteer in their local community. The annual Grassroots Football Awards night
recognises excellence across all aspects of grassroots football and is attended by over 200 people each year.
We recognise our responsibility to lead on creating an environmentally friendly and sustainable model of football and will
be pioneering several new initiatives over the coming months for our clubs and leagues that support a positive step change.
We hope you have an enjoyable and Respectful season and as a valued BCFA ‘member’ we wish you and colleagues
every success, whatever level you are involved both on and off the pitch.
We are here to help so please contact us and we will do all we can to guide and support you and colleagues in your football
endeavours.

Kevin Shoemake
CEO of Birmingham County FA
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MEET THE TEAM

THIS IS HOW WE ARE
IMPROVING LIVES BY
IMPROVING FOOTBALL

WATCH OUR SEASON-OPENING ANIMATION
WHICH CAPUTRES FOOTBALL WITHIN
BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA

SAFEGUARDING
Across the County we are proud of our Designated Welfare Officer network which provides support for volunteers, parents
and children. Each youth club has at least one trained Club Welfare Officer (CWO) who is there to assist the member club
in the provision of safeguarding. Each youth competition has at least one League Welfare Officer (LWO) that support
our CWO network.
Anyone working within regulated activity with children is required to have a Disclosing and Barring Service Check (DBS)
carried out through The FA before they work with children. Going through this process allows all clubs to adhere to their
safer recruitment policies, ensuring that the right people are working within football. Each Club Welfare Officer has the
ability to manage their own DBS checks so they are always aware who is clear to work in regulated activity. In addition to
this, Birmingham County FA operate a 90, 60, 30 day email reminder service for individuals enclosing details on how
they can renew their DBS.
For this and various other good practice guidance, click here.
Birmingham County FA, as with all County Football Associations, is regulated by the National Football Association in line
with the Child Protection in Sport Unit of the NSPCC. The County FA regularly meet with the local authorities and local
safeguarding children’s boards, moreover we have active dialogue across all County Councils to ensure we remain
compliant to all legislation.
For the second year Birmingham County FA have complied with and passed a recent independent Safeguarding
Operating Standard Assessment which is a mandatory requirement for all County FA’s.
We offer three different Safeguarding/Welfare Officer Courses for learners:
- Online Committee Members Course
- Safeguarding Children Workshop
- Welfare Officer Workshop
These and other online courses offer learners a greater understanding of Safeguarding children for anybody that
works within football, regardless of your involvement. The Welfare Officer Workshop will give all Club Welfare Officers
the relevant knowledge of how to deal with any safeguarding issues within their club, ensuring that the club is safeguarding
compliant.
For further information please contact Simon Crockett, our Designated Safeguarding Officer & Respect Lead.

Email: Simon.Crockett@BirminghamFA.com
Mobile: 07791 120 829
Telephone: 0121 357 4278
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EQUALITY & INCLUSION
In May 2019 Birmingham County FA were awarded the Intermediate Standard for Equality & Inclusion,
making us only the second County FA to meet this standard.
Attaining this award further galvanises the good work the
Inclusion Advisory Group (IAG) are doing in the County, driving
improved standards and policy at all levels of the game. We clearly
demonstrate below our commitment to making football FOR ALL with
targeted interventions across:
- Extended Ramadan Football League
- Extensive Disability Football Programme
- Women & Girls Football
- Dementia Friends Café

OUR WORKFORCE
72% under the age of 40 years old - The national average is 38%
40% are female - The national average is 24%
12% BAME - The national average is 7%
For further information on the FA’s plan for Diversity,
Equality and Inclusion please download In Pursuit of Progress.

KICK IT OUT

We picked up our Award for achieving Intermediate
Standard for Equality & Inclusion at Wembley
Stadium in May 2019

“Kick It Out” is primarily a campaigning organisation which enables, facilitates and works with the football authorities,
professional clubs, players, fans and communities to tackle all forms of discrimination. The campaign has been pivotal
in persuading and supporting the game’s stakeholders to take their equality responsibilities seriously.
2018 marks the 25th anniversary of “Kick it Out” and its activity at grassroots level continues to be an important
aspect of the organisation’s work to promote equality and inclusion as well as remove discrimination from the sport.
Realising the essential role played by grassroots clubs in their local communities, Kick It Out aims to develop
understanding between different backgrounds, cultures and beliefs so they can help make football more accessible
and equal for all.
The organisation is willing to provide assistance in any shape or form which will enhance
inclusive practices either at a local or national grassroots level. Kick It Out can also help bridge the gap between
local groups and the leading bodies within the game, who historically may have felt excluded or overlooked.
For further information, please contact: info@kickitout.org
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FA CUP TICKET BALLOT INFORMATION
The application process for FA Cup Tickets opens on the 1st April, or the first Monday if this falls on a weekend, each year.
The application window closes on the Friday after the second semi final is held.
The application form will be released on the Birmingham County FA Website and Social Media Outlets.
Each club is entitled to apply for two or four tickets in the end of the stadium of their choice. Applications for odd number
of tickets will not be accepted. Four price ranges will be available to purchase and the applicant will be able to rank the
order of prices they would like to be considered.
All tickets provided will be in either the home or away end – No neutral tickets are available.
All successful applicants will be contacted via email approximately one week after the ballot closing date.
The number of tickets issued to each applicant will be subject to demand, and meeting the strict criteria outlined
in the application form.
Tickets must be paid for in full, either via card or cash before they can be released - Cheques will not be accepted.
All successful applications will incur an admin charge of £3, which will be added to the cost of the transaction
at the payment stage.
If tickets are to be posted out to the applicant, they will be dispatched by secure postage and the applicant will
have to cover this cost at the relevant special delivery postal price at the time of application.
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AFFILIATION & COUNTY CUPS
ONE CLUB AFFILIATION
Birmingham County FA is pleased to confirm that after the overwhelming success of ‘One Club Affiliation’ for the
2018/19 season this option will be available again during 2019/20. This gives club’s the opportunity of affiliating all teams
under one main club. By doing this, one lead secretary will oversee the general administration of the club. This secretary
can then give access to other assistant secretaries that will be able to access the online affiliation form as well as
the club’s main dashboard.

HOW IS AFFILIATION PROCESSED
THROUGH WGS?
To do this you will need to login to Whole Game System, click on the club tab before navigating to affiliation on the
left-hand bar which will open the relevant form. You will then need to work through the eight stages, amending them
accordingly before selecting your preferred Personal Accident Insurance.
After submitting your affiliation, it gets checked by Birmingham County FA and will be invoiced subject to all
mandatory safeguarding requirements being fulfilled by youth teams and payment being received. Once this is
completed, approval will be given.

PLAYER REGISTRATION
Player Registration can be done online via the WGS subject to competing in a participating league.
To do this, your players must be added on to Whole Game to then be assigned to teams, consent granted, prior to
submission to the league who will then approve the registration.
Birmingham County FA can provide assistance with this process.

COUNTY CUPS
Birmingham County FA run 14 County Cup competitions each season ranging from senior football to U16.
Applications for entry can be made via your affiliation or upon request.
Our prestigious finals take place at Birmingham County FA Headquarters, with selected finals taking place at various
professional and semi-professional grounds across the County.
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Below you will find funding opportunities that Birmingham County FA would be happy to help your club explore if you
meet the minimum criteria.

CHARTER STANDARD GROWTH FUNDING
This is available to existing Charter Standard Clubs looking to increase their team numbers. Focus is on those clubs with
a portfolio of 14 or more teams, whether that be male, female or disability.

GROW THE GAME
Eligibility for this funding is for new female and disability teams. The window opens in January each year and the
application process can be accessed online through the Football Foundation’s website using their grantshot form.
Click here for further information.

MINI SOCCER DEVELOPMENT FUND
This County led scheme offers £100 for existing mini soccer centres and £200 for new centres. All centres have to run
for a minimum of 30 weeks of the year and aim their provision at 4-7 year olds. Applicants must have attained the
Charter Standard Award and be linked to a minimum of two local primary schools for advertisement purposes.

STAY IN THE GAME
The application process opens in March and runs until May each year and is aimed at supporting the retention of existing.
Click here for further information.

JUST PLAY
The Just Play scheme is recreational football in its purest and simplest format. It’s about turning up for an hour of
exercise, socialising and having fun. It is football for those who do not or cannot commit to a long arduous season of
training and weekend matchdays.
Funding of £200 is available to groups who run recreational sessions for adults (16+), however, to be eligible they must
be run by a minimum FA Level 1 qualified coach.
For more information please contact: Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com
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CHARTER STANDARD
The FA Charter Standard Programme is an accreditation scheme for grassroots football clubs and leagues. It aims to raise
the standards in the grassroots game, supporting the development of clubs and leagues, recognising and rewarding
commitment, quality and achievement.

PROUD TO SUPPORT CLUBS THAT REACH
THE STANDARD
Clubs that achieve Charter Standard status are proud to prioritise qualified coaches and safeguarding whilst sharing
and demonstrating that they create a safe, fun and inclusive environment alongside upholding the values that underpin the
FA’s Respect campaign as part of their game.

FOUR LEVELS OF CHARTER STANDARD
Youth Charter Standard: This is the entry level where clubs with a youth section can apply. One coach per team is
required to have a minimum of a FA Level 1, Safeguarding and First Aid Qualification. All volunteers and coaching staff
need to have a valid DBS.
Adult Charter Standard: This is the minimum criteria for an adult-only club. The minimum requirement is that one coach
per team has a First Aid qualification.
Development Charter Standard: This is the criteria for clubs who clearly enhance the quality and scope of their football
offering. They are required to have a minimum of five teams covering four different age groups, a development plan in
place and minimum of one FA Level 2 coach.
Community Charter Standard: This criterion allows us to acknowledge the most advanced level of club development and
football provision. They require 10 teams, covering both U10 and U11s, as well as an adult team. It also must include a
female section and a minimum of two FA Level 2 coaches.
Clubs that achieve the FA’s Charter Standard accreditation are challenged to maintain their high standards and, where
appropriate, improve and progress to new levels. This is done through the Annual Health Check process that is completed
between September and January each season.
There are many benefits from achieving Charter Standard Status. You demonstrate clearly to all parents, sponsors and
the public that your club:
- Is well organised, safe and offers opportunities for all
- Has FA-qualified coaches as standard
- Adheres to FA Respect Policies and Codes of Conduct
- Prioritises Child Welfare
- Maintains appropriate levels of discipline
- Has access to the County FA and FA regional workforces
- Can use the coveted ‘Three Lions’ FA crest on its marketing and business materials

For further information on the Charter Standard Programme please contact: Kirsty.Dixon@BirminghamFA.com
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YOUTH COUNCIL
WHAT IS YOUTH COUNCIL?
Youth Council is a group of 16-25 year olds who meet on a monthly basis to support the County FA and be the voice for
young people in football. As well as this, we focus on personal development by running workshops and providing
experiences for our members to help support future aspirations.

WHAT DID WE GET UP TO LAST SEASON?
Last season was one of our most successful to date, with us having a real impact on Birmingham County and developing
successful youth adult partnerships. We supported the delivery of our Youth Leadership Development Programme,
collected insight at the #WeOnlyDoPositive MP Visit, a Mini Soccer Referee Conversion Course, our Midnight League and
Regional Futsal Finals.
We also supported the delivery of the Tri-County Female Football Festival, whilst fulfilling roles, including the Public
Address and Matchday Coordination, at our County Cup Finals.
The season concluded with three of our members attending FA Leadership Academy 2019, an event where 60 young
leaders from around the county, Europe and the world are enrolled on a year-long training programme designed to
improve leadership skills.

HOW DO YOU GET INVOLVED?
If you know of a young person, aged 16-25, who would be a suitable fit for Youth Council then please get in touch
by contacting: John.Reeves@BirminghamFA.com
You can follow our journey throughout the season on Twitter via: @BCFAYC
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REFEREES
Across Birmingham County FA we have 1,576 referees who operate across a number of competitions around the County
and nationally. Our referees range from the FIFA match officials who cover the Premier League and International
Competitions to mini soccer referees who operate across under 7’s grassroots football every Saturday and
Sunday morning.

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?
The first step to get into refereeing is to complete the Referees Course (You need to be 14 or older to enrol onto this course).
This course takes place across a number of dates and involves practical assessments.

HOW ARE REFEREES APPOINTED?
Appointments to fixtures are made by referee secretaries and appointment officers across the County FA. Referees at
grassroots level would be allocated an appropriate appointment based on leagues in their area.

TRAINING EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME (TED)
Each season, Birmingham County FA identifies referees with the potential and drive to progress in the game. They are
invited to an evaluation evening where they are tested on the laws of the game and on the field of play. The group is made
up of 60 referees from Level 7 to Level 3 who are given quality training and specialist coaching on how to progress in the
game.

FA CORE
The FA Centre of Refereeing Excellence (CORE) aims to provide a certain amount of identified referees at all levels with
quality training, education and development opportunities which are delivered both centrally and across a number of
regional locations.
FA CORE is for those referees who are demonstrating that they have clear ‘potential’ and ‘opportunity’ to
progress in refereeing regardless of which part of the country they are from, their gender or age.
The CORE programme is a national program for which the County FA’s can identify potential referees who have
the attributes to progress across the different levels.

THE FA NATIONAL REFEREE STRATEGY
The National Referee Strategy demonstrates the FA’s commitment to maximising opportunities for inclusion, participation
and development at all levels of the refereeing pyramid across a range of roles in refereeing. The strategy incorporates all
parts of refereeing from how to recruit from all communities in the country to how referees are developed from the
Referees Course.
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REFEREES
The below covers the basic information you should be aware of with regards to discipline matters dealt with by the
County FA. Here are eight categories for Match Based Discipline:
- Saturday
- Sunday
- Midweek
- Veterans
- School
- Representative
- Friendly
- Further education
Automatic suspensions for dismissals are aligned to one of the eight categories – meaning that if you are dismissed in a
game, you are unable to play again in the same category of football until the automatic match based suspension is served.
This means that a player sent off in Sunday football would still be eligible to play for a Saturday team as the suspension
would apply to Sunday football only.
Having a category based approach is a fairer and more consistent system – for example under the previous system, a
player sent off for his Sunday team may have received a one match ban, but because of bad weather he or she may
not have been able to serve the suspension for six weeks. During this time his or her Saturday team may have been able
to play matches, but the player would have missed out as they were waiting to complete the one match suspension
from his or her Sunday team.
A misconduct charge will be issued for a reported incident that does not fall under a standard dismissal offence or serious
offence. If you receive a misconduct charge and it is found proven, any suspension will be from all football at County
level (Step 5 and below).

DISCIPLINE FAQ’S
Q: How much is the Administration Fee?
A: The Administration Fee is £15.00 for non-caution offences (sending-off and all misconduct). The administration fee
for a caution is £10.00.
Q: If a player is sent off or cautioned, who is liable for the Fine/Administration Fee?
A: If the player is involved in youth football the club is liable for the fees. If the offence is in open aged football it would
be the players responsibility to pay the fine, but the club are responsible to ensure this does get paid in the first instance.
Q: I have recently signed a player and I need to check if they have any unspent suspensions, how can I check this?
A: County Association’s provide weekly statements of participants who are currently serving suspensions or have a
pending suspension on their website. There is also a facility within the Whole Game System to search for players
and attach your club which will show the status.
If after checking you are still unsure or unable to find the player you can contact the County FA and provide their name,
address and date of birth, who will then inform you of the current status.
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Q: If a club plays a player who is under suspension, who gets charged?
A: It is both the responsibility of the club and player concerned to ensure that the player does not participate whilst
under suspension. Therefore both the club and player would be charged.
Q: When will a suspension start for a player who has been sent off?
A: All suspensions commence seven days after the date of the sending off. If the club have not heard or received
confirmation within two working days they should make contact with the County FA.
For the comprehensive FA Discipline Handbook 2019/20 please download the Birmingham County FA app,
which is available on Apple iPhone and Android devices.

TEMPORARY DISMISSALS
As you may be aware, the implementation of the Sin Bin Programme for all on-field incidents of dissent will be
mandatory across all grassroots football for season 2019/20.
The Sin Bin Programme officially began on Monday 1st July 2019.
Please see below to access resources that should assist you with this process, which includes this helpful infographic
with key information.

Click here for more information
via our website.
Click here to watch our
Temporary Dismissals
Presentation.
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FOOTBALL WORKFORCE
Birmingham County FA offers multiple courses that upskill the football workforce across the County from
coaches, referees, welfare officers, parents and more.
We cover a variety of accredited qualifications from the FA Level 1, 2 and 3 in Football Coaching, Futsal Level 1 and 2,
Goalkeeping Level 1 & 2, FA Safeguarding, First Aid Level 1 and 2, Refereeing and Continuous Personal
Development otherwise known as CPD.
A full programme of forthcoming courses can be found on our website.

PRIVATE BESPOKE COURSES
Do you have a venue and a group of learners that want/need to attend a course? Please contact the Workforce
Team directly to discuss how they can create a tailored course programme for your club, league or organisation which
is flexible to meet all your needs and requirements.
Courses we offer include:
FA Safeguarding Children Workshop: The FA Safeguarding Children Workshop is designed for anyone that works with
young people. Focused on making football safe, the course will help you learn how to recognise signs and symptoms of
abuse, whilst understanding fears involved in these concerns.
Duration: 3 hours
Cost: £30
FA Introduction to First Aid: Providing you with the knowledge, practical skills and confidence to attend a conscious or
unconscious player, ensuring that appropriate care is given until the emergency medical services arrive and takeover, or
until an alternative healthcare professional(s) assumes responsibility.
Duration: 3 hours
Cost: £35
FA Emergency First Aid in Football: The role of the First Aider in football.
The jaw thrust as an airway opening technique for a contact sport such as football.
The A-E approach of the injured footballer (inclusive of the unconscious footballer).
Emergency Action planning for football. Preparation for action for sudden cardiac arrest in the young
Recognition, BLS with AED.
The FA concussion guidelines and concussion management from a first aid perspective for football.
Dispelling the myths of First Aid in football.
The football specific First Aid kit and record keeping.
Duty of care in football. Medical emergencies in football.
Focusing on those illnesses that can lead to life threatening injuries in football.
Limb threatening injuries in football. Wounds and bleeding/Fracture management for football.
Acute soft tissue injury management in football.
Spinal injuries in football, manual in line stabilisation and assisting the ambulance crew with a log roll.
Paediatric elements to all of the above.
Duration: 6 hours
Cost: £75
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PRIVATE BESPOKE COURSES
FA Level 1 in Coaching Football: The FA Level 1 in Coaching Football, leading to the achievement of the 1st4sport Level 1
Award in Coaching Football qualification, is the first stepping-stone on the core coaching pathway. It will provide you with
an introduction to coaching the game and working with players from Under 7 to open age.
Duration: 33 hours
Cost: £165
FA Level 2 in Coaching Football: This nationally recognised qualification, awarded by 1st4sport qualifications, will take
you on a journey through the core components of the England DNA – How We Coach, How We Play, How We Support
and The Future Player, helping you to begin shaping or refining your own coaching philosophy.
Duration: 10 days
Cost: £295 / £395
FA Level 1 in Coaching Goalkeepers: Learners will gain an insight into the game in England, how it is played and how they
can coach to better support the development of future goalkeepers. The course is designed to prepare learners to coach
goalkeepers at the grassroots level.
Duration: 3 days
Cost: £130
FA Level 2 in Coaching Goalkeepers: The FA 4 Corner Player Development Model which will help you understand the
long-term development of your goalkeepers as a whole person. The FA Plan, Do, Review Model, helping you construct
appropriate practices and sessions for your goalkeepers.
Duration: 3 days
Cost: £130
FA Referee Course: The FA Referee Course is designed for anyone aged 14 and up who wants to join the tens of thousands
of referees who operate week in week out on local parks, throughout the English football pyramid, up to those who
officiate the FA Cup Final and on the international stage.
Duration: 21 hours
Cost: £145
FA Mini Soccer Conversion Course: The FA Referee Course is designed for anyone aged 14 and up who wants to join the
tens of thousands of referees who operate week in week out on local parks, throughout the English football pyramid, up
to those who officiate the FA Cup Final and on the international stage.
Duration: 21 hours
Cost: £145
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PRIVATE BESPOKE COURSES
FA Level 1 in Coaching Futsal: This course will help learners organise and deliver basic Futsal practices. It will also provide
learners with an introduction to the structure of the game, the Laws and the role Futsal can play in developing underlying
techniques and skilled footballers.
Duration: 1 day
Cost: £50
FA Level 2 in Coaching Futsal: Demonstrate an understanding of the underlying core strands of Futsal: in possession, out
of possession and transitional play through a game-based approach. Understand the Futsal Laws of the Game. Be aware
of how Futsal can develop young players.
Duration: 1 day
Cost: £50
For further information on our courses please visit our website or contact: Support@BirminghamFA.com
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WOMEN’S & GIRLS' FOOTBALL
SSE Wildcats -The retention window for existing centres is January – February 2019. The application window for new
centres is October – January. New clubs looking to apply will be required to demonstrate how their sessions will be retained
passed the initial 16 week formal delivery period. The expression of interest is now open, please click here to add
your details.
12-16 year olds - Small funding pots are available to run recreational sessions for this age group. These must be
planned to become self-sustaining after 12 weeks and to run throughout the normal season.
16+ - Small funding pots are available to run recreational sessions for this age group. These must be planned to become
self – sustaining after 12 weeks & to run throughout the normal season.

AFFILIATED FOOTBALL
Available leagues in the County for youth players are:
- The Central Warwickshire Girls League (U7-U18)
- The Stourbridge & District Youth Girls Football League (U8-U12)
- Birmingham County Womens League (Adult)
League football is not the only avenue, with there being more ways than ever to play:
- Over 30’s
- Mum’s Play
- Women’s Walking Football
There are small pots of funding are available for the above although please note that the sessions must have a plan to
be self-sustainable after 12 weeks, run through the regular season and for the Walking Football have the potential to move
to a league format
For further details on this, please contact: Kerri.Welsh@BirminghamFA.com

PARTNERS
We are working to support local clubs in partnering with the relevant education and community groups to ensure the
player pathway is well connected in the County. If you want to build your links with local schools, colleges or universities
delivering FA programmes or the other community groups engaging with females (Uniform Groups, Faith Groups etc.)
please let us know your location and the age you are looking to work closer with.

NEWSLETTER
We want the good news stories and positive work you are all doing to be heard as far and wide as possible. To do this,
we encourage you all to send in material for our monthly female football newsletter (images, short text and/or links to
articles with the full story on). If these are sent in by the middle of each month they will go into our newsletter sent out at
the start of the following month. If they come in after this they will go in the next edition.
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DISABILITY FOOTBALL
From grassroots to the elite game, whether you are a coach or a player, here is how you can participate in disability football.
Whatever your ability level, there has never been a better time to get involved and play disability football in the
Birmingham County FA region, with there being more opportunities than ever.
For more information on disability football, please contact: Jasbir.Batt@BirminghamFA.com
From grassroots to the elite game, click on the links below to see how you can get involved:
Female Development League
Click here to watch what happened at this inaugural event, which is expanding for the 2019/20 season.
Short Film: How Football Became Terry’s Lifesaver
Click here to watch what happened when we followed Terry Bryan, a former footballer who, today, lives with dementia.
Role Models Programme
Click here to watch Harry Baker, the CP European Championship Golden Boot winner, talk about PAN Disability Football.
How Walking Football helped Steve Rogers’ recovery
After a tragic accident, click here to find out how Walking Football helped Steve Rogers.
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BUSINESS LEAGUE
Building morale in a workplace is paramount to the success of any organisation. The Birmingham County FA
Business League is designed to get colleagues to keep fit and socialise outside of the workplace in a flexible, relaxing and
competitive environment.
For the 2018/19 season the league ran using a flexible format where teams could have the option to play 7, 9 or 11-a-side.
We were also the first County FA to pilot the league as mixed gender, allowed males and females to participate. We are
pleased to confirm that following positive feedback from all teams we will continue to offer these formats for the
2019/20 season.
The league is split into four divisions - North, South, East and West - and will run from February to October each year.
Each division winner will go through to the semi finals, with the final played at St. George’s Park - the home of
English football.
Previous winners include:
Ash Green School (2015)
Jaguar Landrover (2016)
Dudley Police (2017)
Firearms Operation Unit (2018)
If this is something you think your workplace would be interested in,
please contact: Joe.Robinson@BirminghamFA.com

The Business League Final takes place on the indoor 3G at St. George’s Park
each year. Click on the image to watch what happened in the 2018 final!
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VETERANS FOOTBALL, OVER 50’S &
WALKING FOOTBALL
Here at Birmingham County FA we are keen to keep people playing the beautiful game for as long as possible.
We are constantly exploring opportunities for those in or around their 50’s to continue in the player pathway before
reaching Walking Football. Most recently we have created the Birmingham County FA Over 45’s League, which is a 9v9
format running bi-weekly on Sunday evenings at Boldmere St Michaels.
For further details or to find out more about 50’s provision within your local area,
please contact: Joe.Robinson@BirminghamFA.com

DEMENTIA AWARENESS
Birmingham County FA is striving to make football a more dementia friendly environment.
Working with Active Partnerships, community groups and grassroots football clubs, together we can make small changes
to make a big difference to the lives of those living with dementia and their carers.
Birmingham County FA currently run a football focused Dementia Café called “Let’s Talk Football” that takes place on the
last Thursday of every month 10.30am–12.30pm. This is a great opportunity for likeminded people who have a passion for
football to come and chat about their memories and experiences from the game, whether that is playing at any level or just
spectating. Activities on the day include spot the ball and Subbuteo that always spark some social interaction.
All staff at the County FA are part of the Dementia Friends Programme and are on hand to greet our guests and make
them feel welcome and safe.
If your club would be interested in getting involved, then please contact: Joe.Robinson@BirminghamFA.com

Valued | Innovative | Positive | Supportive

www.BirminghamFA.com

PITCH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The Birmingham County FA Pitch Improvement Programme works with with the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG)
and is aimed at providing support around better grass pitch maintenance and management in grassroots football.
We can arrange for our IOG Regional Pitch Advisor to visit and assess your site. Following completion of this assessment
you will receive a report detailing all the findings and what steps can be taken to improve the quality of your pitches. We
can also support you to access funding from the Football Foundation to purchase grounds maintenance kit
and equipment.
A follow up visit will be scheduled approximately 12 months later to measure any improvements made.

As part of the Pitch Improvement Process you will also be able to engage with our approved maintenance partner,
Lakeside Maintenance. Clubs and organisations in the programme will benefit from preferential rates for a range of
grounds maintenance services.
Every year we organise the delivery of a free IOG Level 1 Winter Pitches Course that all clubs can access. The cost of
being involved in the programme is just £50.
If you would like more information on how to get involved, please contact: Oliver.Hitchcox@BirminghamFA.com
Click on the image below for an insight into what happened at our IOG Level 1 Winter Pitches Course and the
Pitch Improvement Programme.

Football Foundation Groundskeeping Community
The Football Foundation has launched the new Football Foundation Groundskeeping Community on Hive. This is a forum
where questions can be answered, information will be shared and support videos will be uploaded.
To access the site and register please click here.
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THE FA & MCDONALD’S
GRASSROOTS FOOTBALL AWARDS
In July 2019 Birmingham County FA held their prestigious annual FA and McDonald’s Grassroots Football Awards
for the first time at Molinuex, the home of Wolverhampton Wanderers. The awards recognise how grassroots
leagues, clubs, volunteers and community projects play their part in making the nation’s favourite game
happen week in, week out up and down the country.
McDonald’s has been a partner of the FA for 16 years. As the longest standing supporter of grassroots football
in the UK, McDonald’s continues to champion those selfless volunteers who enable everyone to play and
enjoy grassroots football in a safe, fun and inclusive environment regardless of age, gender, race, religion or
disability. Every year the awards receive thousands of nominations and are backed by leading football legends
such as Casey Stoney, Sir Geoff Hurst, Ryan Giggs, Kenny Dalglish and Pat Jennings.
The 2019 Winners were:
Rising Star of the Year: Josie Cottam
Grounds Team of the Year: Rugby Borough Football Club
Supporter of the Year: Clare Edwards, Stourbridge FC
Community Project of the Year: Sporting Elite FC
Match Official of the Year: Chad Roberts (National Award Winner)
Welfare Officer of the Year: Claire Bullock, Wake Green Juniors FC
Charter Standard League of the Year: Burton Junior Football League
Volunteer of the Year: Terry Steptoe Bedworth United FC
Charter Standard Club of the Year: Coventrians FC
Coach of the Year: Sophie Bourton, Southam United Minor FC
Nominations capture the FA’s ‘For All’ ethos and will be judged upon the FA’s values of Progressive,
Respectful, Inclusive, Determined and Excellent, or PRIDE for short.
Nominations for the McDonald’s Grassroots Football Awards 2018/19 will open in Spring, where further details
will be released on our website on how you can nominate.
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USEFUL WEBSITES
GET YOUR BOOTS ON
Whether you are a team looking to recruit additional players, a parent trying to find a club for your child or someone
wanting to get back playing, registration is totally free and you can be connected with like-minded football people within
seconds.
Nearly 5,000 players are registered on the site, all looking to find football that is happening near them.
Follow the steps below to complete your registration today:
Step 1: Log on to www.bcfabootson.com
Step 2: Complete your personal profile (choose Team/Provider, Player or Parent if the player is under 16 years old)
Step 3: Find your match and contact them safely and securely through the site
Step 4: Get Your Boots On and play!

HIVE LEARNING
Hive Learning is the FA’s preferred choice of platform for creating an online learning and social forum for coaches and
parents alike.
Free to join, the two main groups accessible to everyone are:
The FA Coaching Community
Over 30,000 coaches/parents have joined this interactive group where you can share knowledge, ideas and experiences,
whilst receiving support from FA professionals across all facets of the organisation.
With guidance and advice on everything from planning a coaching session to best practice on a matchday, you
can become part of a strong network of like-minded coaches.
The England DNA Foundation Phase
Launched in 2017 and driven by former England Futsal Manager, and now the FA’s Technical Lead for Foundation
five-to-11 Years, Pete Sturgess, has now reached over 10,000 users. The group is committed to empowering coaches in
raising standards and providing our youngest players with the best possible Foundation Phase experience through
sharing age-appropriate practices and ideas.
There is also the facility within the platform to create your own club page to promote and share success stories amongst
your members.
To join the fastest growing coaching network register via: www.hivelearning.com
Football Foundation
The Football Foundation is the largest sports charity in the UK funded by the Premier League, FA and Government (via
Sport England). It funds the development of new and refurbished grassroots sports facilities improving the quality and
experience of playing sport at the grassroots level to sustain and increase participation and imrpove general skills levels.
You can visit the site here: footballfoundation.org.uk
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USEFUL APPS
BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA (MOBILE)
The Birmingham County FA mobile “app” is available to download on iPhone and Android platforms.
The app replaces the old paper handbook and gives you access to all of the services you require at the touch of a
screen. You can even receive important messages from Birmingham County FA directly to your mobile device ensuring
you are up to date with everything that is going on.

MATCHDAY APP
In July 2018 the FA launched the new Matchday app to all affiliated football managers and players/parents of players
that participate in leagues that use Full-Time and registered players via the Whole Game System for affiliated football. If
you have not seen the app in action yet, please take a moment to watch this teaser video.
The first release of Matchday included a fantastic set of features that gave eligible managers and players a chance to
organise training, games, player availability, whilst giving them the ability pick squads and submit scores all through
their smartphone.
In June 2019 the FA launched their partnership with Paypal and Matchday with a series of roadshows and competitions,
including winning a “Matchday Masterclass” at St. George’s Park.
Everything you need to be Matchday ready
- Your league needs to be using our Whole Game System (WGS) to register players. This is because squad and discipline
data is on the WGS. All this data will appear in your Matchday app, allowing managers to pick their squad for each game
based on availability and eligibility.
- Your league needs to use our Full-Time service. This service drives fixture lists. Once your league enters fixtures
in Full-Time, Matchday will automatically add them to the app. If your league doesn't use Full-Time, you won't be able
to see your league fixtures in the app.
- As a club, you need to ensure all your team managers have a ‘manager’ role in the WGS. This could be team manager,
assistant team manager, coach or assistant coach. They also need to have an email address in the WGS.
Click here to find out more about Matchday.
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GENERAL DATA PROTECTION
REGULATIONS (GDPR)
What is GDPR?
The rules that govern data protection have evolved and are now referred to as The General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR). As part of the FA’s commitment to share knowledge and best practice, the following advice has been provided
to help all leagues and clubs remain compliant.
Does GDPR apply to us?
GDPR applies to all data controllers and data processors, so if you collect any personal data in running your club
(which you definitely will do if you have any members) then GDPR will apply to you.
There are no exclusions for CASCs, charities or not for profit organisations. It doesn’t make a difference for example if you
are structured as an unincorporated organisation or company limited by guarantee – the requirements are concerned with
the data you hold and how you handle this.
What is Personal Data?
Any information relating to an identified or identifiable data subject who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular
by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, online identifier or to one or more
factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that person.
Examples include: name, address, telephone number, IP address, membership numbers etc.
What is we choose not to use FA Systems?
The FA will not be undertaking any review or compliance activities in respect of non-FA systems. In addition, The FA will not
be undertaking compliance activities in respect of leagues’ use of data on FA systems for their independent purposes or,
to the extent that it falls under the provisions of the regulation, personal data processed by leagues in hard copy forms.
Any non-FA systems or applications which leagues use to collect personal data or processing which is carried out by
leagues for independent purposes will need to be reviewed and updated (as necessary) by each league. Each league will
need to consider if it needs to update its notices to participants, create internal data protection procedures or spend time
considering its information security procedures.
Where Can I Find Further Information?
The Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) has also produced guidance for all UK businesses on GDPR. You can find
this document on its website:
The ICO Guide to GDPR
Please click here to visit our website and access links to example documentation that has been verified by the FA’s legal
team as meeting the statutory compliance level.
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SUSTAINABLE FOOTBALL
Over the coming months, Birmingham County FA is committing to reducing the environmental impact of football within
the West Midlands.
The Save Today, Play Tomorrow Programme will be the first project of its kind for a County FA, offering access to services,
education and fundamental resources that support clubs, leagues and teams to make simple, practical changes to help
positively benefit themselves and their local community.
The programme consists of four workstreams where, with the support of local and national partners, we believe we can
make the greatest impact.
Living Healthier Everyday: We will create an environment where the Health (Physical and Mental) and Wellbeing of
all participants and volunteers is at the heart of what we do.
Learning for a Better World: We will develop educational resources on the environmental challenges specific to football
to help make informed decisions around reducing the environmental footprint, particularly on waste, energy and plastic.
Be the Change You Want to See: We will responsibly support all clubs and leagues with innovative ideas that reduce,
re-use and recycle. This can be linked to:
Bringing Resources to Life: We will lead on educating leagues, clubs and facility operators to consider the use of their
green spaces, creating protected areas that can reconnect communities with natural habitats.
Birmingham County FA are looking for leagues and clubs who are keen to lead from the front with this project and
influence a positive change in attitudes on how we can protect the interests of grassroots football for future generations.
To get involved, please contact: Richard.Lindsay@BirminghamFA.com
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BIRMINGHAM COUNTY FA PARTNERS
Discount Football Kits: Discount Football Kits are Birmingham County FA’s Official Retail Partner alongside Nike.
All parties in the partnership actively work together to benefit the Association’s member leagues and clubs as much as
possible.
Koolpak: Koolpak has teamed up with Birmingham County FA to offer you special discounted prices for their best-selling
First Aid essentials so that you are prepared for when you need to treat an injured player.
My Protein: MyProtein are Birmingham County FA’s Official Sports Nutrition partner. It is their mission to improve the active
lifestyle of people around the world, fuelling every challenge, every performance, every moment. Football is a great way
to keep physically and mentally active and regular participation can considerably contribute to an active lifestyle.
easyfundraising: We have teamed up with easyfundraising to give our members a great new way to raise funds simply
by shopping online! Register your club, league, or team and get free donations from retailers every time you, your players,
family, and supporters shop through easyfundraising online.
iLite: iLite are Birmingham County FA’s official Portable Floodlight Supplier. Provided by Phoenix Sporting Group, iLites
offer flexible, efficient and cost effective solutions to illuminating sports pitches. Through this partnership, Birmingham
County FA members can get exclusive rates, offers, and funding.
Replay Maintenance: Replay Maintenance is the UK's market leader in maintaining synthetic sports surfaces. Through
our partnership with Replay Maintenance all facilities within Birmingham have access to a fluid 'pool' of information and
advice with an expert on hand at the time they are required. From initial grounds professional training through to budgets
and forecasts, the partnership caters for all aspects of managing and maintaining a synthetic sports pitch.
Lakeside Maintenance: At Lakeside, we don’t play at sports surface maintenance. With services covering all playing
surfaces, from tarmac, to turf, and everything in between, using some of the latest technology and machinery for the
best possible results, we provide the perfect maintenance for you and your team. We can put together a full maintenance
package to suit your club needs, to help maximise your grounds’ potential, or just provide you with a one off specialised
service – we are happy to help.

Valued | Innovative | Positive | Supportive

www.BirminghamFA.com

YOUTH LEAGUE LIASON OFFICERS
Stourbridge & District Youth Football League
Luke Bowles (Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com)
Tamworth Junior Football League
Amy Sproson (Amy.Sproson@BirminghamFA.com)
Burton Junior Football League:
Richard Lindsay (Richard.Lindsay@BirminghamFA.com)
Coventry & Warwickshire Youth & Minor Leagues:
Simon Crockett (Simon.Crockett@BirminghamFA.com)
Mid-Warwickshire U7’s – U11’s Saturday, and Youth Sunday Football Leagues:
Oliver Hitchcox (Oliver.Hitchcox@BirminghamFA.com)
Birmingham Ability Counts League:
Jasbir Batt (Jasbir.Batt@BirminghamFA.com)
Central Warwickshire Girls Football League:
Kerri Welsh (Kerri.Welsh@BirminghamFA.com)
Stourbridge & District Girls Youth Football League:
Kerri Welsh (Kerri.Welsh@BirminghamFA.com)
Midland Junior Premier League:
Luke Bowles (Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com)
Junior Premier League:
Luke Bowles (Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com)
Central Warwickshire Youth Football League:
Mohammed Juned (Mohammed.Juned@BirminghamFA.com)
Sandwell Inclusion League:
Jasbir Batt (Jasbir.Batt@BirminghamFA.com)
West Midlands Powerchair League:
Jasbir Batt (Jasbir.Batt@BirminghamFA.com)
Nuneaton & Bedworth Minor League:
Luke Bowles (Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com)
All Futsal Related Leagues:
Luke Bowles (Luke.Bowles@BirminghamFA.com)

Valued | Innovative | Positive | Supportive

www.BirminghamFA.com

FOOTBALL FOR THE
HEART OF ENGLAND

Birmingham County Football Association
Ray Hall Lane, Birmingham, B43 6JF
@BirminghamCFA

@BirminghamFA

Birmingham County Football Association

Birmingham_FA

