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Israeli football aims to show

racism the red card

Former Liverpool and England winger
John Barnes joined forces with The
Football Association to take part in an
FA anti-racism initiative in Israel.

It was the third visit to Israel by The FA in just
over two years in response to a cry for help
in tackling the racism and violence which
have marred Israeli football.

Barnes, who was the victim of racial abuse
from the terraces in the 1980s - and who
took a lead role in England’s anti-racism
campaign - said that the Israeli footballers
had a major part to play.

Speaking at the launch of Israeli football’s
new campaign, inspired by The FA’s Football
For All strategy and England's Kick it Out
campaign, Barnes said: “Before laws and
legislation are put in place, it is the players
who the fans will listen to - they provide the
momentum for change.”

Another former Liverpool player, Avi Cohen,
now Chair of the Israeli PFA, reinforced this
view. “Instinctively | have always wanted to

shut my eyes to this problem but | will keep
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Players support the initiative during their pre-match warm up

them open and talk to our players,” said
Cohen. “It is important that they understand
the role they have to play - first of all as
human beings rather than just as footballers.”

Brendon Batson, one of England’s first black
professional footballers and another key
figure in campaigning against racism in
football, was also keen to highlight the
uniqueness of the problem facing the game
in Israel. “Of course the problem in Israel is
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very different to that which England
experienced,” said Batson. “Whilst the English
problem was largely one of colour, Israel’s is
highly complex as a result of the social,
religious and ethnic diversity of the country.”

Brendon Batson, John Barnes and FA
Director of Corporate Affairs Simon Johnson
take questions during a discussion session

The delegation visited Bnei Sakhnin, the only
Arab club in the Israeli first division, to better
understand the problems they face. Arabs
make up only 19% of the population in Israel
and consistently encounter racist abuse in
the football arena.

The Israeli anti-racism campaign is being led
by the Israel FA and the New Israel Fund,
which promotes democracy and social
equality in Israeli society.

Avi Cohen (left) with Bnei Sakhnin captain Abbas Suan
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World Cup 66 heroes take
trip down Wembley lane
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An artist’s impression of the new Wembley Stadium on its opening night

The 1966 World Cup Finalists, England
and West Germany, were reunited to
mark the 40th anniversary of that
memorable match in which Sir Alf
Ramsay'’s side triumphed 4-2 at Wembley.

Players from both the England and Germany
teams from 1966 visit a very different
Wembley from the one they remember

England’s all-time leading scorer, Sir Bobby
Charlton, and German legend Franz
Beckenbauer, stood side by side as players
from both teams visited the new Wembley
Stadium to reminisce about one of the
greatest football finals ever played in England.
Both men were captivated by the impressive
stadium that will be the new home of the
England national team.

Sir Bobby said: “Wembley will be sensational
and I'll hopefully be back here to watch the

first game. It was lovely being out there [on
the pitch]. I had the feeling that | would have
loved to play here.

“There is something special about it. The
stadium is big but it is also personal. | can
imagine with the roof across and the terraces
full, it will be an incredible atmosphere.”

Beckenbauer, who heads the organising
committee for the 2006 FIFA World Cup™
finals in Germany, was equally complimentary
about English football’s new showpiece.

“Before | stepped inside, | thought the best
stadium was the new one in Munich [the
Allianz Arena], but now | have changed my
mind,” said Beckenbauer. “The construction
itself is very impressive. It is beautiful. It is
another world. It is a completely different
world from the old Wembley | remember.
But when it is finished in a few months it will
be the best stadium in the world.”

The former players left Wembley and drove
to Downing Street for lunch inside no. 11
with Chancellor Gordon Brown, England
boss Sven-Goran Eriksson and FA Chief
Executive Brian Barwick.
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Beckenbauer takes
2006 FIFA World
Cup™ tour to England

Franz Beckenbauer, President of the
2006 FIFA World Cup™ Organising
Committee, and former World Cup
winner both as player and coach,
travelled to England in February as
part of his world tour through the 31
countries taking part in this year’s
World Cup finals in Germany.

Beckenbauer met British Prime Minister
Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street in
London before hosting 200 guests at
Gibson Hall in the city’s capital.

Among the guests were England coach
Sven-Goran Eriksson, as well as Germany
internationals Jens Lehmann and

Dietmar Hamann, both currently playing
in the FA Premier League.

Franz Beckenbauer presents Prime Minister
Tony Blair with a Germany 2006 football in
anticipation of the forthcoming tournament

"For me, England is still the best team in
Europe,” said Beckenbauer. "It would be
great for them to win the World Cup,
40 years after 1966."

There was a series of short films on the
host nation as they gear up to stage the
World Cup and Beckenbauer said: "We
don't want to be perfect. First of all we
want to be great hosts."




Q&A
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What is the nature of the Corporate
Affairs Department?

The Corporate Affairs Department was
brought together in 2005, covering a
number of different business units within
The FA. The aim is to pull together into
one team all of those activities that relate
to The FA's dealings with our partners,
stakeholders, owners and shareholders
(with the exception of Finance, Football
and Commercial) and to ensure that the
internal corporate governance of our
association is running as efficiently as
possible. The department includes the
Legal and Company Secretarial function,
Equality & Child Protection, Customer
Relations and England fans, and our
acclaimed Medicine and Exercise Science
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with Simon Johnson,

Department. |
work closely
with the Chief
Executive
Officer, the
Board and
Council. As
Company
Secretary, |
attend the Board
meetings and The FA Council meetings and
| help to manage the various teams that
make up the Corporate Affairs Department.

How does this fit in with the recent
trip to Israel?

| think our recent trip to Israel was a
perfect example of how The FA can use
the benefit of its experiences to help other
associations who might have similar
problems to those that we have dealt with
in the recent past. We had been
approached by the Israel Football
Association to see whether it could learn
from the work that we had done in
England with our anti-racism campaign
‘Kick It Out’. We worked with the Israel FA
and its partners and stakeholders to see
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how they might use the power of football
to defuse some of the racial problems that
they have in the game in that country. The
FA enjoys playing its full part in sharing our
experiences and best practice and, in turn,
learning from other associations and
confederations.

How important is it for The FA to have
an international profile?

| believe that it is essential. England is the
cradle of the game of football. The heritage
that The FA has in the game makes it
extremely important for us to work closely
with all parts of the football family. For
example, whenever we send any of our
experts out to another country to offer a
course, or to share best practice or simply
to exchange ideas, everybody benefits.
The FA benefits from giving our people the
opportunity to improve their ability to
coach, to teach and communicate and to
learn about other football cultures and
values. As a relative newcomer to The FA,

| am delighted that this is a major part of
our work and look forward to continuing
and developing this aspect of our work in
the years to come.
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The Hertfordshire FA sends a collection of
donated kit and footballs to Lesotho, a
gesture echoed by the Shropshire FA.

Designed and produced by The Bridge
7 Contact Rob Chappelhow

Tel: 01525 288000
Email: rob@the-bridge.co.uk

THE BRIDGE

The International Relations Team, The Football Association, 25 Soho Square, London W1D 4FA, England. Tel. +44 (0)20 7745 4745, Fax +44 (0)20 7745 5745
For more information on The FA's international activities, email info@TheFA.com or visit TheFA.com/InternationalRelations



