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NATIONAL GROUND GRADING– WSL Reserve League
1.
GROUND

1.1
Security of Tenure

Where a club does not own the freehold of their ground, evidence of adequate security of tenure must be provided.
.

1.2
Capacity

There is no minimum safe capacity at this level.
1.3
Clubhouse

There must be a clubhouse facility either on the ground or in the near vicinity to provide refreshments to players, officials and visiting league officials. 
1.4
Car Parking

There should be adequate car parking facilities on or adjacent to the ground. 
1.5
Pitch Perimeter Barrier
If a barrier is utilised there must be a minimum of 1.83 metres, ideally 2 metres, between the touchline, goal line and the pitch perimeter barrier. (Respect Barriers are acceptable)
1.6
Pitch Standards- 
The playing surface can be natural or artificial and must be of a high standard.

The playing surface must be level and free from surface depressions and excessive undulations.

The maximum slope allowable shall not exceed an even gradient of vertical to horizontal 1: 41 in any direction. NB When a new pitch is being developed or significant improvements made to a pitch, the gradient of 1:41 would not be acceptable and the pitch must be constructed in accordance with The FA Performance Quality Standard.
The playing surface must be maintained to the highest possible standards.

Artificial Football Turf pitches are allowed in this Competition providing they meet the required performance standards and are listed on The FA’s Register of 3G (Third Generation) Football Turf pitches. To meet the criteria a Football Turf pitch must pass a test every three years as defined in the FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf.The home Club is responsible for advising participants of footwear requirements when confirming match arrangements.”
The artificial grass pitch, including run-offs, shall be one continuous playing surface. It shall be green in colour. Pitch markings shall be white and in accordance with the Laws of Association Football but other lines maybe permitted providing they are a different colour. 
1.7
Playing Area

The playing area must be a minimum of 100 metres x 64 metres and must conform to the requirements of the Laws of the Game.
Goalposts and goal net supports should be of professional manufacture and conform to the relevantsafety requirements and to the requirements of the Laws of the Game.
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1.8
Technical Area
Two covered trainers’ boxes clearly marked “Home” and “Away or Visitors” must be provided unless adequate provision is made in a seated stand.  They must be on the same side of the pitch ideally either side of the halfway line, ideally both equidistant from it and ideally a minimum of 3 metres apart and provide an unobstructed view of the playing area.

Each box should accommodate at least 8 persons on fixed seats or benches. Where bench seating is provided, a minimum of 0.5 m must be allowed for each person (i.e. 8 persons require a minimum of 4 metres.). 
Portable trainers’ boxes are permitted but must be securely fixed when in use.

A technical area should be clearly visible out, in accordance with the guidance contained in the ‘Laws of the Game’ booklet. (Cones are acceptable on artificial surfaces)
1.9
Floodlighting(To be determined by fixture schedule)
Floodlights must be provided to an average lux reading of at least120.  No single reading can be less than one quarter of the highest reading so as to ensure an even spread of light.  NB When installing a new system, clubs are advised to check any planning restrictions for its use. 

Reading shall be on a grid of 88 markings (8 across, 11 down) evenly spaced with the outside readings falling on the pitch boundary line.  The average of all the readings is taken to be the average illumination level in lux of the floodlighting installation.

The lux values must be tested every two years in accordance with current guidelines by an approved independent contractor. Floodlights must be retested after any significant alterations. Existing certification will be accepted provided that the test was carried out within the last two years unless work has been carried out at the ground which may have affected previous readings.

An "approved" contractor is one which is in possession of the NICEIC (National Inspection Council for Electrical Installation Contracting) Approved Contractors' award or ISO 9000/BS 5750 (International Standards Organisation/British Standard) or is a member of the Electrical Contractors' Association.

The contractor must, when detailing the lux values, give confirmation in writing of the date when the illumination test equipment used was last calibrated.

When new or improved installations are being planned, an average lux reading of at least 180 should be provided.

2.
SPECTATOR FACILITIES
2.1        Toilets

Toilets must be located within the vicinity ground and must be accessible both to male and to female spectators.   

3.
DRESSING ROOM FACILITIES
3.1
Players

Separate dressing rooms must be provided for both teams within the enclosed area of the ground.  The dressing rooms must be of sound construction and be of a permanent nature. Existing dressing room dimensions will be acceptable provided they are a minimum of 12 square metres, excluding shower and toilet areas. Where clubs are planning to build new dressing rooms these must be a minimum size of 18 square metres, excluding shower and toilet areas.

Each dressing room must have the following:

A shower area comprising of at least 4 showerheads would be preferable 
(All the above must have hot and cold running water)

At least 1 WC in a cubicle
Preferably there will be access to a treatment table in the facility which is clean and in good condition and accessible to both teams.
3.2
Match Officials

Separate changing rooms must be made available fro match officials
All dressing room areas must be maintained to a high standard of cleanliness and be heated, well ventilated, free from damp and secure on match days.

4.
MEDICAL

A stretcher must be provided for the removal of injured players from the pitch.
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