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Kentish Cup Success For The UK Armed Forces
The UK Armed Forces Men’s Team retained the Kentish Cup last week after beating both The Netherlands and France with the achievement particularly noteworthy as it was achieved on foreign soil and without conceding a goal.
The Kentish Cup is the oldest football tournament in Europe having first been played for in 1921. 
The UK Armed Forces squad met for a three day training camp at HMS Temeraire, Portsmouth before departing for Schaarsbergen, Arnhem, Holland where this year’s tournament was held. 
The Netherlands 0 UK Armed Forces 2 (17th Oct 2016)

Initial team selection was difficult for Head Coach Sgt Nick De-Long as the squad was fighting fit, focused and raring to go. A positive 3-1-3-3 formation was deployed and after just 4 mins Matthew Glass showed a good first touch after being played in before his shot was saved. 
It was a great start from the UKAF and just two minutes later Callum Wilkinson saw his 20 yard drive parried away by the Dutch goalkeeper who made it a great double saved when he stopped the rebound from Glass.
The pressure told though in the 7th minute when a corner was headed back across goal by Wilkinson and Danny Kerr reacted quickest to fire home from yards to put the UKAF 0-1 up.
The artificial pitch at De Merino’s ground proved no problem for the UKAF whose pressing game kept their hosts on the back foot for the first thirty minutes of the game.
The first chance for The Netherlands came on 39 minutes when Jeroen Mattheeuwse headed tamely into Matthew Shortts hands following a cross from the left.
An almost identical chance for the home side came in the last minute of the first half, this time it was Michael Van Ryn whose header was easily saved. The UKAF went in a goal up at half time.
Into the second half and the UKAF doubled their lead with 57 minutes on the clock with a cool looping header from big Callum Wilkinson after Alex Woodhouse had played the ball back across.
There was some terrific football being played with Wilkinson hitting the post before Josh Hughes, David Berry and Matthew Cushion came on to replace the hard working Glass, Woodhouse and Lewis.
As the fog started to come down both teams continued to work hard but from start to finish this was a performance where the game plan had been delivered superbly by the UKAF who were much the better side and deservedly ran out 0-2 winners.          
       
In between matches the UKAF delegation visited the Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, laying two wreaths and paying their respects whilst Matthew Cushion had to return to ship for operational reasons, underlying the many obstacles that military teams face when trying to put out their strongest teams.
 

UK Armed Forces 1 France 0 (19th Oct 2016)

The French preparation had not been good as they had an 11 hour coach journey from their base in Fontainebleau the day before the game. Their squad showed ten changes from the last Kentish Cup whilst the UKAF had 8 new players in this years squad. 
The heavy rain and winds from earlier in the day had subsided to give way to a pleasant evening and once again it was the UKAF who made a lively start.
With 6 minutes on the clock Lewis Brownhill saw his curling free kick from wide out left tipped over the bar by the French goalkeeper Nolan Denis. The early pressure was sustained as the UKAF forced a number of corners.
Matthew Glass cut in from the left and fired over in the 23rd minute before France came into what was now an evenly contested game.
On 39 minutes a low left wing cross from Alex Woodhouse saw the outstretched leg of the in-running Danny Kerr steer the ball just wide at the far post. 
There were chances at both ends, France looked dangerous at times especially when midfielder Hibourahim Dahalane was on the ball.
Good work by Peter Williams just before half time allowed Wilkinson to cross to Glass who mi-hit his shot, Williams was following up however his shot was saved. Whilst the UKAF had slightly the better of the first half it was evenly poised at half time 0-0.
The impressive Lewis Brownhill continued to be a threatening presence on the right flank and on 53 minutes one such run saw him cut in and bend a shot just wide of the far post.
As expected, it was quite a physical game, with Callum Wilkinson showing his strength before hitting a 20 yard shot just wide just after the hour mark.
Forward Josh Hughes was introduced with 69 minutes on the clock replacing hardworking skipper Tom Claisse, the captains arm band being given to Woodhouse.
Despite having played just 48 hours fears of fatigue were unfounded as the UKAF found the resolve, fitness and mental strength to kick on and finish the game strongly.
On 72 minutes a superb cross by Woodhouse to the far post provided the best chance of the game so far but Brownhill headed wide from close range, two minutes later and Matthew Evans came on to replace Brownhill.
The breakthrough finally came in the 77th minute, there was a defensive slip up by the French following a Wilkinson back heel and Josh Hughes latched onto the opportunity and lashed home a cracking first time shot on the angle that flew inside the near post to put the UKAF 1-0 up.
The score line should have been doubled when Matthew Glass was put clean through with eight minutes remaining but he put the chance wide. The French pushed forward for an equaliser and despite sitting back for a few minutes the UKAF found the composure, with Carl Evans on for Wilkinson, to see out the remaining moments to record their second deserved win of the week. The final whistle was greeted with wonderful jubilant scenes as the Kentish Cup was retained in what was an outstanding effort by players and staff.      
      

Head Coach Sgt Nick De-Long commented, “It was the best footballing experience in my military career. The best military players I have ever had and the most important win. We love our country & we are privileged to serve it but very honoured to play football on its behalf”.

The final match of the tournament played on Friday 21st Oct 2016 finished France 3 The Netherlands 0 with Cpl Simon Prytherch the match referee.
UK Armed Forces Kentish Cup Squad 2016:  
Army

Cpl Ryan Paddock

LCpl Peter Williams

LCpl Matthew Evans

LCpl Matthew Glass

LCpl Luke Cairney

LCpl Callum Wilkinson

LBdr Tom Broadbent

Pte Josh Hughes

RAF

Sgt Carl Evans

Cpl Alex Woodhouse

Cpl Lewis Brownhill

SAC Tom Claisse
SAC Daniel Dixon

RN

POPT Daniel Kerr

POPT David Berry

POPT Matthew Shortt

LAET Matthew Cushion
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