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What is an NFA Inclusion Hub

• A Grassroots Club ran recreational football session offering weekly 

opportunities for 6-11 years old and/or 12-16 year olds with Special 

Educational Needs (SEN). The focus of sessions is fun, safe, active.

• Existing qualified club coaches can be used, or new external coaches can be 

brought in to help. The sessions must run under the ‘banner’ of the grassroots 

club and NFA Inclusion Hub programme e.g. the participant is, and knows, 

that they are part of the club. External organisations can support in 

partnership with the Club and Northumberland FA.

• Clubs can choose to run sessions at either or both age-groups.

• The long-term goal of the programme is to create a sustainable pathway 

within our Club network to provide specific opportunities for children and 

young people with SEN to be part of a grassroots club and play football into 

adulthood.



Support Provided

• Fund ing :  £300  (sp l i t  i n to  £150  on  s ta r t  and  £150  25 t h March)

• Inc lus ion  Hub C lubs  p romoted  v ia  Nor thumber land  FA.

• Nor thumber land  FA s ta f f  suppor t ,  i nc lud ing  th ree  suppor t  v i s i t s  

per  season .

• Coach Mentor ing  Group Ca l l

• F ree p laces on Smi le th rough Spor t CPD event (January 2024

and Ju ly /Augus t 2024)

• F ree  En t ry in to Eas te r Fes t i va l (March /Apr i l  2024)



Criteria to apply

• Mus t  be  an  Eng land  Footba l l  Acc red i ted  C lub .

• Espec ia l l y in te res ted in c lubs  f rom Newcas t le ,  Nor th  

Nor thumber land  and  Wes t  Nor thumber land

• A l l  coaches  to  ho ld  in -da te  FA DBS,  FA Safeguard ing  

Chi ld ren ,  FA In t roduc t ion  to  F i rs t  A id ,  and  FA In t roduc t i on  to  

Coach ing  Footba l l .

• A l l  coaches  to  be  l i s ted  on  C lub ’s  WGS record .

• C lub  commi tment  to  deve lop  you th  pan -d isab i l i t y,  o r  

impa i rment  spec i f i c ,  f oo tba l l  oppor tun i t i es  beyond Year  1 .

• Access ib le  fac i l i t y  (access ib le  to i le t s ,  chang ing  fac i l i t i es ,  

and p lay ing  a rea  e .g . p i t ch /cour t )



How to apply

• To  become an  NFA Inc lus ion  Hub C lub ,  a  C lub  mus t  app ly  

wi th  the  permiss ion  o f  the  C lub  Secre ta ry.

• Comple te  and  submi t  the  on l ine  app l i ca t ion  fo rm inc lud ing  

de ta i l s  o f  hos t  venue,  coaches  to  de l i ve r,  l ong - te rm p lans  

f o r  c lub  to  g row d isab i l i t y  foo tba l l  as  par t  o f  the i r  ava i lab le  

p laye r  pa thways .

• App l i ca t i on  window is  be tween 2nd Augus t  2023  – 5 th  

September

• Success fu l  C lubs  con tac ted  by 12 t h September



Successful Applications

App l i ca t i ons  wi l l  be  assessed by cons ider ing :  

• Ex is t ing  pa thways  ava i lab le  a t  the  c lub .

• A c lub ’s  commi tment  to  inc lus ion .

• A c lub ’s  compl iance  wi th  FA sa feguard ing .

• Fac i l i t y  qua l i t y.

• Loca t ion :  to  max im ise oppor tun i t i es  we wi l l  l ook  to  in i t i a l l y  

c rea te  a  geograph ica l  sp read  o f  Inc lus ion  Hubs  where  

poss ib le .

• Long- te rm p lans  to  g row and deve lop  d isab i l i t y  foo tba l l  

prov is ion .

• Pas t  o r  ex is t ing  success  de l i ve r ing  FA/NFA programs.

• Coach ing  deve lopment  suppor t  o f fe red  by the  c lub .




