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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY SCHOOLS FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

Rules of Competition

As an affiliate of the English Schools Football Association, the rules of competition for County Schools Football will mirror the rules of competition as published by the ESFA.
Below is an outline of some of the main rules of competition.  This outline is not exhaustive, but it will serve as a guide for teachers on some of the most commonly required information.
These rules are clear and not open to interpretation.  All schools entering into County School competition must adhere to the rules as outlined below and to the rules as outlined in the official ESFA and FA age group specific documentation.
Eligibility of Players:
Only bon-fide scholars receiving full-time education, in accordance with the Education Acts, who are on the roll of a school affiliated to the ESFA shall be allowed to take part in competition:
Under 12 Boys

over the age of 11 and under the age of 12 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 7 only)
Under 13 Boys

over the age of 12 and under the age of 13 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 8 only)
Under 14 Boys

over the age of 13 and under the age of 14 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 9 only)
Under 15 Boys

over the age of 14 and under the age of 15 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 10 only)
Under 16 Boys

over the age of 15 and under the age of 16 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 11 only)
Under 17 Boys

over the age of 15 and under the age of 17 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 11 / 12 only)
Under 12 Girls

over the age of 11 and under the age of 12 at midnight on 31st August
(Year 7 only)
Under 14 Girls

over the age of 12 and under the age of 14 at midnight on 31st August
(Years 8/9 only)
Under 16 Girls

over the age of 14 and under the age of 16 at midnight on 31st August
(Years 10/11 only)
In school competition, a maximum of three players who attend the same Academy / Centre of Excellence run by a club that employs contract players can participate in a match.

Ball Size
Under 12 and Under 13 age groups
size 4 match ball

Under 14 age group


size 4 match ball unless mutually agreed size 5 match ball
Under 15 age groups and above

size 5 match ball
Field of Play

Age Group


Format

Length

Width

Goal Height
Goal Width

Under 12


9v9

80

50

7ft

16ft
Under 13 / 14

11v11

90

55

7ft

21ft*

Under 15 / 16

11v11

100

60

8ft

24ft
Under 17 / 18

11v11

110

70

8ft

24ft
 * It is recommended at the U13 / 14 age group that a 21 x 7ft goal is provided.  However, it is recognised that not all sites can provide this and therefore the 24 x 8ft is permitted.
Matches may be played on artificial grass pitches that conform to FIFA 1 star standard.  
Control

All teams must be under the ultimate and direct control of either:

· a practicing teacher from that school, with the support of

· a suitably qualified and experienced appointed referee
· It is becoming increasingly common for schools to use Young Leaders from their student population to referee games.  Under these circumstances, that referee should be suitably qualified, suitably attired and should be from at least one age group above that of the team they are officiating over.

· It is seen as unsuitable for 6th Form referees to officiate over matches at the Under 17 age group.

· It is expected that teachers from both school’s present will support the referee and the referee’s assistants in controlling the actions of their players.

· If schools agree that players can be used as referee’s assistants during a game, it is expected that these players shall have some knowledge and experience in this area.  If it is clear that these players are not supporting the referee in a suitable manner, it is expected that the teacher will take over the role in support of the referee.

· Any person assisting with or coaching a team must either be CRB checked, or be operating in the presence of the school teacher responsible for the team.
Substitutes
· Repeat substitutions are permitted in all competitions.

· In these age groups a player who has become a substitute may, in turn, replace another player at any time subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of the Game.

· Teams are permitted to use 5 substitutes from 5 named players.

Target Dates:
· Target dates are set out at the start of competition to provide a reasonable timeframe for the completion of ties and ultimately the completion of competitions within the recognised winter terms.

· Schools are encouraged to make every attempt to play games within the target dates.

· It is understandable that ESFA National Competition may take precedent over the organisation of County Schools Competition matches.
· If schools are unable to meet a target date, it is reasonable to assume that both schools will make every attempt to play the game as soon as possible after the date.
· The Competitions Committee retains the right to remove a team from any particular competition if it is felt that the team in question are unnecessarily delaying the progress of the competition in question.

Finals:

· It is hoped that competition finals will be played prior to the Easter break, but please be advised that these games may need to occur at the start of the summer term:

· if inclement weather through the winter has pushed back previous ties significantly, or 

· if it has proved impossible to secure a suitable venue for the final in the regular season.
· The cost of all match officials for County Cup finals will now be paid for by the Association.  The increase in competition entry fees will cover these costs.
· All teams contesting a County final will be expected to bring one suitably sized match ball for use during the game. 
Players Attire
· All players involved in inter-school competition must wear shin pads and appropriate footwear.

· All jewellery must be removed or taped appropriately

· Teams are asked to liaise over team strips prior to any inter-school match and in the event of a clash, the away team shall be required to change kit to achieve a satisfactory contrast.
Match Arrangements

· Schools are expected to make every effort to complete the scheduled fixture on the single evening.  To this end; all games that finish as a tie at the end of normal time will be expected to play extra-time in pursuit of a result.

· The duration of extra-time would ordinarily be 10 minutes each way (7 minutes each way at Under 12).

· The duration of extra-time may be reduced to 7.5 minutes each way at old age groups if coaches and the referee agree that this is appropriate for the fixture given time, weather or light.
· If the game remains a tie at the completion of extra-time, the game shall be decided by penalty kicks, taken in line with FIFA regulations as outlined in the FA publication Laws of the Game.

· If in the opinion of the referee, for reasons beyond the control of the organisers, scheduled extra-time in a match cannot be started or completed, penalty kicks shall follow the end of normal playing time.
Disciplinary Procedures
· The NCSFA has a reciprocal agreement with the ESFA as National Governing Body.  As such any form of suspension imposed upon a player by one of these organisations will be honoured by the partner organisation.
· In other words; if one of your players is sent off in national schools cup competition, that player will remain ineligible for any school game for the duration of the suspension imposed by the ESFA and vice versa.
Support for Schools and Teachers

Football Within The County:
In the first instance, any teacher requiring support can contact either of the County Fixture Secretaries as indicated below.  This is also the first point of contact should a school wish to contest a result or requires any form of support for competitions organised within County by the Northants County Schools Football Association.

NCSFA Fixture Secretaries
Connor Leeson


connor.leason@nia.uk.com 
Ellis Martin


ellismartin93@hotmail.com 
If the enquiry or contact goes beyond the issue of fixtures, then this can be directed to the Secretary of the NCSFA as shown below.

NCSFA Secretary

Jamie Wilcock


jwilcock@nsb.northants.sch.uk
For technical support re Submission of Entry Forms, Fixture or Results:

NCSFA Lead Football Administrator
Jack Patmore

Jack.Patmore@northantsfa.com
National Schools Competition:
If a school requires information about national schools competition or is seeking further clarification on any point of order or rules of competition, the National Governing Body website for schools football is
www.esfa.co.uk
All information pertaining to involvement in national schools’ cups is outlined on the website.
The Football Association

As an affiliate of the FA, local and national schools football adheres to the formal outline of rules published by the FA.  The Laws of the Game are reviewed annually and it is seen as good practice for schools to stay abreast of changes to the laws.  These can be found here
www.thefa.com/my-football/referee/laws-of-the-game
