
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The referee shall submit a report form, supplied by the Competition, giving the result of the Competition Match, the number of Players in 

each Team and the time of kick-off to the (Registration) Secretary within two days of the Competition Match.   The referee shall  submit a 

report to the Referees Secretary only in the event of any rule contraventions or misconduct by any club that has not been previously 

been reported on the referees match report card.   Match officials marking a team less than 4 for sportsmanship are required to submit a 

written explanation to the Referees Secretary. 

 



24 The Carl Couzens Challenge Cup 
(A) This competition shall be known as the ‘Hitchin Sunday Football League Carl Couzens Challenge Cup’ and shall be competed for 

annually by all clubs playing in the League. No club may enter more than one team. 

(B) The entrance fee shall be included in the subscription payable as per Rule 2 (b). 

(C) Subject to the qualification clause in Rule 8, in all rounds prior to the finals a club may play any player providing he has been 

registered with the club for 7 days prior to the relevant round, and he has not played for any other club in this competition during the 

current season. 

(D) Each club playing in the final tie shall: 7 clear days before the match send the opposing club and Registrations Secretary a list of 

players from which the team for such a match must be selected and no objections as to qualification of any players named in such a list 

shall be entertained unless notice of objection lodged by the opposing club and/or Registrations Secretary stating particulars, is given 

in writing 48 hours prior to the match to the League Secretary and the other club. No player shall be considered eligible unless his 

name is included in this list. The actual team list (including substitutes) shall be given in writing to the League Officer in charge of the 

final tie at least 30 minutes before the kick-off. The Colours which the team will be wearing in the final can only be changed by 

permission of the League Council if notified in advance of the final.  Any club failing  to comply shall be fined in accordance with the 

scale that shall be laid down from time to time by Council. 

(E-i)   No player shall be eligible to play in the semi-final tie unless he has played        3 league/cup matches for that club in  the  

current season, and  has  not  played for  any other club in this competition in the current season. Player appearances in external 

county cup competition, will be considered to be eligible, by submitting a Hitchin Sunday League Result Card, duly completed and 

delivered to the Registration Secretary. 

(E-ii) No player shall be eligible to play in the final tie unless he has played 4 league/cup matches for that club in the current season, 

and has not played for any other club in this competition  in the current season. 

(F) The game shall be played in accordance with the laws of  the game as settled by the International Football Association Board. In 

all ties If the scores remain level at the end of  90 minutes,  penalties will decide the winners. In all ties the half-time interval will be 15 

minutes  

(G) The trophy will remain the property of the Hitchin Sunday Football League, 16 mementoes shall be presented to winners/finalists, 

subject to League funds permitting. 

(H) The first team printed on the draw shall be known as the home team except in final ties, or by mutual agreement with the 

agreement of the Competitions Secretary. The final tie shall be played on a neutral ground as arranged by the League Council, who 

shall pay all officials expenses and/or fees for the final tie. 

(J) The Referees Secretary shall appoint all referees who shall be entitled to a fee in accordance with the scale that shall be laid down 

from time to time by Council, for each match except for the final. In the final, the referee and assistant referees shall be appointed by 

Council and shall be awarded a memento, and shall be entitled to travelling expenses in accordance with the scale that shall be laid 

down from time to time by Council, or to an inclusive fee in accordance with the scale that shall be laid down from time to t ime  by 

Council. Assistant referees appointed to the semi-final ties shall be entitled to a fee   in accordance with the scale that shall be laid 

down from time to time by Council. Clubs shall share expenses in connection with assistant referees appointed to the semi-finals. The 

league will meet the costs for assistant referees when appointed to cup semi-finals & league matches as appropriate. 
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(K) Each club must supply a linesman throughout the competition, except that assistant referees may be appointed for semi-finals, and 

shall be appointed to final ties. Clubs failing to provide a suitable linesman for the duration of the match shall be fined in accordance with 

the scale that shall be laid down from time to time by Council. 

(L) Result of match - as per Rule 11. 

(M) Protests - as per Rule 15. 

(N) If a club fails to keep its engagement, the Council shall have the power to inflict a fine, award the tie to their opponents, order the 

defaulting club to pay expenses incurred by the opposition, or otherwise deal with them at their discretion. 

(O) As per Rule 13 (h). 

(P) In the event of the colours of the two competing clubs being similar in any tie, the home team must change, except in the final where 

both teams should bring two sets of strip and the choice of colours will be made by the spin of a coin. 

(Q) In the final tie The Hitchin Sunday League will provide the match balls and assistant referees flags. The teams playing in the final 

shall be responsible for their own 'warm-up' balls. 

25 League (Divisional) Cup 

(A) The cups shall be competed for annually by teams within the division allocated them by League Council. They shall take the form of 

a knock-out competition, except as provided for at (AA) below. 

(B) As per Rule 24 (b). 

(C) As per Rule 24 (c). 

(D) As per Rule 24 (d). 

(E) As per Rule 24 (e). 

(F) As per Rule 24 (f). 

(G) As per Rule 24 (g). 

(H) The first club printed in the draw shall be known as the home team except in the final ties, or by mutual agreement with the 

Competitions Secretary. Final ties to be played on  a neutral ground as arranged by the League Council, who shall pay all officials 

expenses and/or fees. 

(J) Referees - as per Rule 24 (j). 

(K) Linesmen - as per Rule 24 (k). 

(L) Result of the match - as per Rule 11. 

(M) Protests - as per Rule 15. 

(N) As per Rule 24 (n). 

(O) As per Rule 13 (h). 

(P) As per Rule 24 (p). 

(Q) As per Rule 24 (q). 

(AA) Where there are not more than 10 teams in a division, and at the discretion of the League Council, games prior to the final shall be 

played on a League basis, with teams drawn in two groups. 

(BB) As per Rule 24 (b). (CC)  As per Rule 24 (c).
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(DD) As per Rule 24 (d). (EE) As per Rule 24 (e). 

(FF) The game shall be played in accordance with the laws of the game as settled by the International Football Association Board. In 

group matches, the clubs gaining the highest number of points in their respective groups at the conclusion shall be adjudged the winners. 

Each team will play each other twice on a home and away basis subject to ground avail- ability, and the group winners will meet in the 

final. In the event of two or more clubs being equal on points at the close of the group competition, goal difference shall decide. In the 

event of two or more clubs being level on points and goal difference for a winning position, a deciding match shall be played under the 

conditions arranged by the League Council. In the Final extra time will be played if necessary, if the scores remain level after extra time, 

penalties will decide the winners. 

(GG) As per Rule 24 (g). (HH) As per Rule 24 (h). (JJ) As per Rule 24 (j). 

(KK) As per Rule 24 (k). (LL) As per Rule 24 (l). (MM) As per Rule 24 

(m). (NN) As per Rule 24 (n). (OO) As per Rule 13 (h). (PP) As per Rule 

24 (p). (QQ)  As per Rule 24 (q). 

25 Subsidiary Competitions 

(A) Where it may be appropriate the League Council may decide to hold a Subsidiary Competition. This may take the form of a knock-

out, or otherwise as the Council may decide. If a division, through withdrawals or dismissals of teams falls below 8 or less teams the 

League Council will either order the remaining teams to play each other 3 times or will introduce the subsidiary cup to be played on a 

league basis of home and away matches with 3 points for a win and 1 for a draw, then the top two teams in each group will play each 

other in a final. 

(B) Qualification of players - as per Rule 24 (e) in all rounds. 

(C) Finals - Lists of players - as per Rule 24 (d). 

(D) Duration of the match - as per Rule 24 (f). 

(E) Ownership of the trophy - as per Rule 24 (g). 

(F) Home Club - as per Rule 24 (h). 

(G) Referees - as per Rule 24 (j). 

(H) Linesmen - as per Rule 24 (k). 

(J) Result of the match - as per Rule 11. 

(K) Protests - as per Rule 16. 

(L) As per Rule 24 (n). 

(M) As per Rule 13 (h). 

(N) As per Rule 24 (p). 

(O) As per Rule 24 (q). 
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26 George John Memorial Trophy 

(A) The competition shall be known as the ‘George John Memorial Trophy’, to be competed for annually and shall take the form of a cup 

competition for all teams who failed to gain  a winners place in any league division, or were finalists in any cup competition within the 

league in the preceding season, providing that the team remains in membership of the league. No club may enter more than one team. 

New clubs entering the League shall be eligible for this competition. 

(B) As per Rule 24 (b). 

(C) As per Rule 24 (c). 

(D) As per Rule 24 (d). 

(E) As per Rule 24 (e). 

(F) As per Rule 24 (f). 

(G) As per Rule 24 (g). 

(H) As per Rule 24 (h). 

(J) As per Rule 24 (j). 

(K) As per Rule 24 (k). 

(L) Result of match - as per Rule 11. 

(M) Protests - as per Rule 16. 

(N) As per Rule 24 (n). 

(O) As per Rule 13 (h). 

(P) As per Rule 24 (p). 

(Q) As per Rule 24 (q). 

 
 

. 
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34 (F)    It has been found that the inclusion of extra time does not find favour with Match Officials or clubs on 

Sunday mornings.   The move to go directly to penalties removes this problem. 

 

These changes were discussed at the League Constitution meeting and will be put to the AGM on Wednesday 

15th August for ratification.


