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RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION

as adopted by The Association on 29th May 2018.

These Rules must be read in conjunction with the Articles.

A. CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSOCIATION

THE ASSOCIATION

1 The Association shallhave as members (which, forthe avoidance of doubt, does not
mean ‘shareholders’ or owners) those Clubs and Affiliated Associations such as Council may
approve and which are otherwise qualified hereunder.

AllClubsand Affiliated Associations shall play and/oradminister footballin conformity with these
Rules andalso:

(@) The Laws of the Game; and

(b) the statutes and regulations of FIFA and UEFA which are in force from time to time.

DEFINITION AND INTERPRETATION

2 Intheinterpretationofthese Rules:anywordsandexpressions, unlessotherwise defined
herein, shall be words and expressions as defined in the Articles:

1 —
2006 Act means the Companies Act 2006 as amended, including any modification or re-enactment thereof for the time being in force;

Academy meansanestablishmentforthecoachingandeducationof AcademyPlayersoperatedbyaClubinaccordancewiththerequirements ofthe Professional
Game Youth Development Rules;

Academy meansamaleplayer (otherthanan Amateur Playerora Trialist)whoisinanage group between Under 9 and Under 21 and whoisregistered forand who
Player iscoachedbyorplaysfootballfororataClubwhichoperatesan Academypursuanttothe Professional Game Youth DevelopmentRules, saveforaplayer
who:
(@) In the reasonable opinion of the Club which holds his registration has developed technical, tactical, physical and psychological skills of such a level

that he would not benefitfrom participating or continuing to participate in its Academy’s Coaching Programme and Games Programme;

and
(b) Isregistered as a Contract Player for that Club;
and
() Isatleast 18.
Affiliated means an association which is either a County Association or an Other Football Association;

Association

Appeal Board meansanyappealboardas established fromtimetotimewhose purposeistohearappeals made by Participants pursuanttoitsterms ofreference from

time totime;

Appropriately means any individual who is a member of one of the bodies holding membership of the Consultative Committee of Accountancy;

Qualified

Accountant

Articles means the Articles of Association of The Association (and “Article” shall be interpreted accordingly);

Associate means, inrelationtoanindividual, any otherindividualwhois: (a) the spouse or civil partner of thatindividual; or (b) arelative of thatindividual or of his
spouse or civil partner; or (c) the spouse or civil partner of arelative of that individual or of their spouse or civil partner;

Associate means a Club accorded the status of an Associate Member Club pursuant to Rule A3(c);

Member Club

Associated meansanundertakinginwhichanotherundertakinghasaparticipatinginterestand overwhose operatingandfinancial policy itexercisesasignificant

Undertaking influence, and which is not a Parent Undertaking or Subsidiary Undertaking;

Board means the board of directors of The Association for the time being, constituted in accordance with the Atrticles;




Business Day

means a day other than a Saturday, a Sunday a bank holiday or a public holiday;

Chief means a person appointed from time to time to the office of chief executive officer by the Board in accordance with the Articles;

Executive

Officer

Chief meansthe personwhoisemployedby The Associationinaccordancewith clause4.5ofthe Termsof Referenceforthe Compositionand Operation ofthe
Regulatory Football RegulatoryAuthority;

Officer

Close Season

shall have the meaning set out in Rule B8(b);

Club means any club which plays the game of football in England and is recognised as such by The Association;
Club Official means any official, Director, secretary, servant or representative of a Club (whether formally appointed or not);
Competition means any competition (whether a league or knock-out competition or otherwise) sanctioned by The Association and/or an Affiliated Association;

Concert Party

meansany Personwithwhichanyrelevant Personis actingin concert withinthe meaning of paragraphs (2) to (5) (inclusive) ofthe definition of “actingin
concert”inthe City Code on Takeoversand Mergers, orwould be soactinginconcertifthe City Code on Takeoversand Mergers appliedintherelevant
case;

Connected means any Personwhodirectly orindirectly possesses oris entitled to acquire more than 30 per cent of: (a) the issued ordinary share capital of the

Person company; or (b)theloancapital (save whereloancapitalwas acquiredinthe ordinary course ofthe business oflendingmoney) andissued share capital
ofthe company; or (c) the assets of the company which would be available for distribution to equity holders in the event of winding up of the company;

Contract means any player (other than a Player on a Scholarship) who is eligible to play under a written contract of employment with a Club;

Player

Control meansthe power ofaPersonto exercise, ortobe abletoexercise oracquire, directorindirectcontroloverthe policies, affairs and/ormanagementofa
Club, whetherthatpoweris constituted by rights or contracts (either separately orincombination) and having regardto the considerations offactorlaw
involved, and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, Control shall be deemed to include:
(@) thepower(whetherdirectly orindirectly and whether bythe ownership of share capital, by the possession ofvoting power, by contractor otherwise
including without limitation by way of membership of any Concert Party) to appointand/or remove all or such of the members of the board of directors of
the Club as are able to cast a majority of the votes capable of being cast by the members of that board; and/or
(b) theholdingand/orpossession ofthe beneficialinterestin, and/orthe ability to exercise the voting rights applicable to, Sharesinthe Club (whether
directly, indirectly (by means ofholding such interestsin one or more other persons) or by contractincluding withoutlimitation by way of membership of
any Concert Party) which conferin aggregate onthe holder(s) thereof 30 per centor more of the total voting rights exercisable atgeneral meetings of the
Club. Forthe purposes ofthe above, anyrights or powers of aNominee forany Person or of an Associate ofany Person orofaConnected Persontoany
Person shall be attributed to that Person;

Council meansthe Councilof The Association forthetime being constituted inaccordance with the Articles and Member of (the) Council shallbe any personfor
the time being appointed to and serving on (the) Council in accordance with Article 123;

County means an association which has been accorded the status of a County Association pursuant to Rule A4(a)(i);

Association

Director meansany Personoccupyingthe position of directorofa Clubwhose particulars are registered or registrable under the provisions of section 162 ofthe
2006 Actandincludes ashadowdirector, thatis to say, a Personinaccordance withwhose directions or instructions the directors of the Club are
accustomedtoact,oraPersonhavingControloverthe Club, oraPersonexercisingthe powersthatare usuallyassociatedwiththe powers ofadirectorofa
company;

Effective means 29 May 2018;

Date

Fellow has the meaning set out in section 1161(4) of the 2006 Act;

Subsidiary

Undertaking

FIFA means the Fédération Internationale de Football Association or any successor body;




Football :
C(:Zditir r([i])eans The Associationand any ParentUndertaking of The Associationandany Subsidiary Undertaking ofthat ParentUndertaking or The Association;
(i) The PremierLeague;
(i)  TheEFL;
(iv) The NationalLeague;
(V) The Northern Premier League;
(vi) The SouthernLeague;
(vii)  The IsthmianLeague;
(viii)  any member club of any of the organisations listed in (i) to (vii) above;
(ix) anyfull-time or part-time employee ofamember club, as definedin (viii) above, orformer full-time or part-time employee of suchamember club,
inrespect of sums due to such person by way of arrears of remuneration or expenses;
(x) the Professional Footballers’ Association;
(xi) The FootballFoundation;
(xii)  any Affiliated Association; and
(xiii)  any other affiliated clubs or leagues, and includes any successor bodies of any of the above;
Football means the football regulatory authority of The Association;
Regulatory

Authority or
“FRA”

Full Member means a Club accorded the status of a Full Member Club pursuant to Rule A3(c);

Club

Group shall have the same meaning as defined in section 474(1) of the 2006 Act;

Group has the meaning set out in section 1161(5) of the 2006 Act;

Undertaking

Interim meansanorderthataParticipantshallbe suspendedfromallorany specific football activity, for such periodandonsuchtermsasis considered
Suspension appropriate;

Order

Intermediary

shall have the meaning ascribed to the term within The Association’s Regulations on Working with Intermediaries;

Laws of the means the laws of the game as settled and in force from time to time by the International Football Association Board;

Game

League means an appeal committee comprising those persons set out in Rule C1(j)(xii);

Appeals

Committee

Management means a person responsible for the management and administration of an unincorporated Club;

Committee

Member

Manager means the person at a Club responsible for selecting a Club team;

Match means a football match sanctioned by The Association and/or an Affiliated Association;

Match means referees and assistant referees and includes reserve officials and fourth officials;

Officials

Misconduct shall have the meaning set out in Rule E1;

NADO means National Anti-Doping Organisation;

National means all aspects of football involving and affecting Participants in and at the level of step 1 of the National League System and below;
Game

National meansthe Competitions whichinteractwith one another by way of promotion and relegation withinthose steps ofthe National Game pyramid as
League determined by Council from time to time;

System




Nominee

means,inconnectiontoany Person, another Personwho possessesrightsorpowers onhisbehalf,orwhichhemayberequiredtoexerciseathis
discretion;

Non-Contract
Player

means any Player (otherthan a Player ona Scholarship) who is eligible to play for a Club but has not entered into a written contract of employment;

Non-Member means any Club affiliated to an Affiliated Association which is not a Full Member Club nor an Associate Member Club;
Club
Nursery Club shall have the meaning set out in Rule A3(i);
Official means any official, director, secretary, servant or representative of an Affiliated Association or Competition;
Other means one or any of the following listed associations:
Football (@) The University of Oxford Football Association;
Association
(b) The University of Cambridge Football Association;
(c) The Army Football Association;
(d) The Royal Navy Football Association;
(e) The Royal Air Force Football Association;
() The Amateur Football Alliance;
(9) The Women'’s Football Conference;
(h) The English Schools’ Football Association; and
(i) The Independent Schools’ Football Association;
Out of means a Contract Player whose contract has expired;
Contract
Player
Parent means the Affiliated Association of which a Club, in membership of more than one Affiliated Association, was first a member;
Association
Parent shall have the same meaning as defined in section 1162 of the 2006 Act;
Undertaking
Participant means an Affiliated Association, Competition, Club, Club Official (which for the avoidance of doubt shallinclude a Director), Intermediary, Player, Official,
Manager, Match Official, Match Official observer, Match Official coach, Match Official mentor, Management Committee Member, member or employee of
a Club and all persons who are from time to time participating in any activity sanctioned either directly or indirectly by The Association;
Person includesanynaturalperson,legalentity, firmorunincorporatedassociationandinthe case ofaPersonwhichisincorporatedanyofits Associated
Undertaking, Fellow Subsidiary Undertaking, Group Undertaking, Parent Undertaking or Subsidiary Undertaking;
Player meansany ContractPlayer, Outof ContractPlayer, Non-ContractPlayerorotherplayerwhoplaysoriseligibletoplayforaCluborissubjecttoany
suspension fromplaying;
Professional means all aspects of football involving and affecting Participants in and at the levels of the Premier League and the EFL;
Game
Professional means acommittee of the Board established by the Board fromtime totime inaccordance with the Articles and responsible tothe Board forthe conduct
Game Board ofthe Professional Game, whose composition shallbe as determined by the terms of reference of the Professional Game Board fromtime totime;
Professional means the Youth Development Rules of the Premier League and/or the EFL (as applicable).
Game Youth

Development
Rules

Regulatory means any regulatory commission as established from time to time whose purpose is to hear Participants’ cases;
Commission

Rules means these rules of The Association (and “Rule” shall be interpreted accordingly);

Scholarship shall have the meaning set out in Rule C3(a)(i);

Shares means shares or other equity securities;

Subsidiary shall have the same meaning as defined in section 1162 of the 2006 Act;

Undertaking

The means The Football Association Limited,;

Association




UEFA means the Union of European Football Associations or any successor body;

WADA means the World Anti-Doping Agency.

AFFILIATION OF CLUBS

3 (a) Application to be a Full Member Club

AClubmay apply to be a FullMember Club onthe appropriate form published by The
Association. Acompleted formmustbereceived at The Association before 1stMarchin
any calendaryear.

(b) Application to be an Associate Member Club

AClub may apply tobe an Associate Member Club onthe appropriate form published by
The Association. Acompletedformmustbereceived by The Associationbefore 1stMarch
inany calendar year.

(c) Control by The Association

Eligibility tobe a FullMember Club oran Associate Member Club shallbe underthe control
of Councilwhich shallhave the powerto make regulations concerningeligibility criteriaand
conditions. Notwithstanding that an application may satisfy such criteriaand conditions,
The Association shall have the powerinits absolute discretion torefuse an application to
beaFullMember Club oran Associate Member Club, and accordingly, only onthe written
confirmation of The Associationshalla Club be accorded the status of either a Full Member
Club or an Associate Member Club.

(d) Rights andPrivileges

NeitheraFullMemberClubnoranAssociate Member Clubshallhaverightsorprivileges
otherthan as arise pursuant to the Articles and the Rules.

(e) Resignation by a Full Member Club or an Associate Member Club

AFullMember Club oran Associate Member Club mayresignits statusas suchto have
effectonly atthe end of the playing season. Written notice of an intention to resign must
bereceived at The Association by 31st Decemberinthatplaying season.

) Termination of Status of a Full Member Club or an Associate Member Club

Councilmay atanytime decide thata Club shall cease to have the status ofa FullMember
CluboranAssociate Member Clubonsuchtermsasitconsiders appropriate. AClubshall
automatically ceasetohavethe status ofaFullMember Club oran Associate Member Club
ifitceases to be in membership of an Affiliated Association.

@ Transfer of Membership

Councilmay use the following criteria, and any other conditionsin Council’s absolute
discretion, indecidingwhetherto approve the transfer of membership by a FullMember
Club or an Associate Member Club:

0] the shareholdersormembersofthe existing FullMember CluborAssociate
Member Club have voted to agree the transfer of the membership to the proposed
future member;

(i) allFootball Creditorsofthe existing FullMember Clubor Associate Member
Club must be fully satisfied,;

(iii) allothercreditors ofthe existing FullMember Club or Associate Member Club
must be satisfied and evidenced as such;

(iv)  theproposedfuture FullMemberCluborAssociate MemberClubmust
providefinancialforecasts showingtheirabilitytofund the FullMember Clubor
Associate Member Clubforthe next 12 months orto the end of the season following
transfer (whichever is the longer);



(V) evidence of funding sources will be required; and

(vi)  wheretheproposedfuture FullMemberCluborAssociate MemberClubisa
company, thenitshallbe formed and registered in England and Wales under the
2006 Act.

(h) Suspension of Membership/Rights and Privileges

Onsuchtermsandconditionsasitconsidersappropriate, Councilmayatanytime suspend
thestatus, rightsandprivileges ofaFullMemberCluboran Associate Member Club.

0] Nursery Clubs

Any Clubwhichisunderobligationtoanother Club, written or otherwise, by reason of which
ithas notthe sole and entire control ofits own management, finances and Players, shallbe
deemedtobea“Nursery Club”andis notentitled to be a Full Member Club oran Associate
Member Club.

)} Annual Return of a FullMember Club and an Associate Member Club

(i) Each FullMember Club, Associate Member Cluband any other Clubwhich The
Associationdetermines fromtime totime, shallforward to The Association before 1st
Julyineach calendaryearacompleted Form“A” (in such form as shall be published
by The Association fromtime to time) and shall supply such further information asis
required byCouncil.

(i) AClubshallreportto The Association within 21 daysany changeinthe
information set out on the Form A most recently submitted.

(iii) Ifthe Club hasfailed to submitafully completed Form Ato The Association
by 1stJulyinany calendar year it shall be subjectto such fine or other appropriate
sanction as may be determined by Council.

(k) Subscription Fees of Full Member Clubs and Associate Member Clubs

0) Each FullMember Cluband Associate Member Club shallonorbefore 1st
Julyineachcalendaryearpayto The Association such subscriptionfee asshallbe
determined fromtime totime. An annual subscription shall notbe refundable inany
circumstance.

(i) AFullMember CluboranAssociate Member Clubwhichhasfailedto payany
subscriptiondueto The Association by 1stJulyinany calendaryear shall be subject
tosuchfine orotherappropriate sanction as may be determined by Council.

0} AClubcompetinginanyoneofthe Premier League, the EFL, the National League,
the SouthernFootballLeague, the IsthmianLeagueandthe Northern Premier League shall
notbe permitted to change its playing name (i.e. the name under which the Club competes
inaCompetition),asrecordedonForm*“A”, save withthe priorwritten permission of
Council.

Any application fora change of playing name must be received by The Association on or
before31Decemberinaplayingseasoninorderforittobeconsidered by Councilfor
adoptioninthefollowingplayingseason. Councilwilluseitsabsolute discretionindeciding
whetherto approve achangein a Club’s playing name.

(m)  WhereaClubisacompany, thatcompany mustbe formed andregisteredin
England and Wales under the 2006 Act.

AFFILIATION OF ASSOCIATIONS

4 (a) Conditions of Affiliation

0] EachCountyAssociationshallcoveradefinedareaandshallneitherextend
nor alter such area without first having obtained the written consent of The
Association and accordingly, only on the written confirmation by The Association
shallanassociation be accorded the status of a County Association.



(i) Each Other Football Association shall cover a defined category of
membership as determined fromtime to time by The Association and shall neither
expandnoraltersuchcategoryof membershipwithoutfirsthavingobtainedthe
written consentof The Association and accordingly, only on the confirmation by The
Associationshallanassociationbe accordedthe status of an Other Football
Association.

(iii) Affiliated Associationsmayadmitto membership Clubswithintheirarea,and
provide for the proper management and control of such Clubs.

(iv) Anannual affiliationfee shallbe paid by all Clubsinmembership with
Affiliated Associations and shall notbe lessthanthe amount determined fromtime
totime by The Association.

(V) All Clubs which are Non-Member Clubs shall observe the Rules.
(vi) Second or reserve teams must always be so described.
(b) Subscription

Amembershipfee, payablewithinoneweekofapprovalofapplication,andanannual
subscriptionpayable by 1stJulyineachcalendaryear, shallbe asdetermined fromtime to
time by The Association.

(c) Other Associations and Clubs

Council shall have the powerto admitinto membership any association of clubs withinthe
British Commonwealth, orany clubinanyareawhere anassociationhasnotbeen
established. Theannual subscriptionshallbeasdeterminedfromtimetotimebyThe
Association. The membership of either such association or club does notconferthe rightto
sendarepresentative to any meeting of The Association, norto exercise avote atany such
meeting.

FAILURE TO PAY SUBSCRIPTION

5 An Affiliated Associationwhose subscriptionisunpaidon1stJulyinanycalendaryear
shallbe subjectto suchfine or otherappropriate sanction as may be determined by Council.

POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

6 SaveasexpresslyprovidedbytheseRules, resolutionsanddecisionsof The Association
shallbebindinguponall Affiliated Associations, Participantsand Clubsandany membersthereof,
until they are rescinded or varied.

PRIVILEGES OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

7 EachMemberofCouncilshallbe furnishedwithanannual pass (whichshallnotbe
transferable), andall Clubs shalladmitthe holdertotheirgrounds and stands upon production of
suchpasswithoutrequiring any otherauthority, exceptonoccasionswhenCouncilshall
otherwise decide.

B. SANCTIONING OF ASSOCIATIONS, COMPETITIONS AND MATCHES

SANCTIONING OF COMPETITIONS
1 (@) Form “D”
Associations, Competitions or other combinations of Clubs, Players or Officials, shall not be

formed without the written consent of The Association, or of the Affiliated Association or
Affiliated Associations concerned.



Allapplications forformation of Competitions (other than Competitions for charity) shall be
madeonForm“D” (insuchformasshallbe published by The Associationfromtimeto
time), and applications for continuance mustbe made onthis Form D annually.

All Affiliated Associations, Competitions or other combinations of Clubs, Players or Club
Officials, Officials or Match Officials shall observe the Rules.

Associationsor Clubsinmembership of or affiliated to The Association and/oran Affiliated
Association shallnotplay againstany association or club belonging to any association,
competition or combination of clubstowhich such consenthas notbeengiven.

Clubsbeingmembersof morethan one Affiliated Association shallbe underthejurisdiction
ofthe Affiliated Association of which they firstbecame a member, exceptin matters arising
inamatch underthe control of another Affiliated Association, orin any other case where
TheAssociation,inusingitsdiscretion, determinesthatthispositionshouldnotapply.

(b) Competition Regulations for Clubs and Players

Any Competition orothercombinationof Clubsmay, subjecttothese Rules, make such
regulations betweentheir Clubsand Players asthey may deemnecessary.

Appealsrelatingtodecisionsofthe PremierLeague and EFL shallbe dealtwithin
accordance withtherelevantrulesandregulations of each Competition.

Saveforthe PremierLeagueand EFL,whereaCompetitionorothercombinationofClubsis
sanctioneddirectlyby The Association, Councilshall cause anappealscommissiontobe
appointed.

Where aCompetition oracombination of Clubsis sanctioned by an Affiliated Association
anappealscommission shall be appointed by the sanctioning Affiliated Association.

(c) PowersofAffiliated Associationsover ClubsnotinMembership ofan Affiliated
Association

0] AnAffiliated AssociationmustnotcloseagroundofaClubofanother
Affiliated Association. The matter must be dealt with by ajoint commission of the
Affiliated Associations concerned.

(i) Clubs entering a Competition of an Affiliated Association of which they are
notin membership shall be under the control of that Affiliated Association so far as
therules ofthe Competitionare concerned. Ifin suchmatches, Clubs or Players are
reportedforoffencesagainstthe Lawsofthe Game, orthe Rules, suchoffencesshall
be dealtwith by ajointcommission of the Affiliated Associations concerned unless
otherwise mutuallyagreed.

NATIONAL LEAGUE SYSTEM

2

(@) ThereshallbeaNational League Systemcomprising participating Competitions
betweenwhichrelegation and promotionlinks shall operate on suchbasis as shall be
determined by Council fromtime to time.

(b) The Competitionsandthe Clubsparticipatinginthe National League Systemshall
be boundbyrelevantregulations of The Associationfromtimetotimeinforce.

(c) The Competitionsparticipatinginthe National League Systemshallbe as
determined by Council from time to time.

CHARITY ASSOCIATIONS, BENEFIT COMPETITIONS AND CHARITY MATCHES

3

(@) Form “E”

Charityassociations orbenefit Competitions shallnotbe formedwithoutthe written
consentof The Association or of an Affiliated Association. Allapplications for formation
shallbe made onForm“E” (insuchformas shallbe published by The Association fromtime



to time) and applications for continuance must be made on this form annually.

AllcharityassociationsorbenefitCompetitionsshallobservethe Rulesandregulations of
The Association.

Associations, Clubs or Playersinmembership of The Association and/or an Affiliated
Association shallnot play or take partin any charity association or benefit Competitionto
which consent has not been given.

(b) Charity Matches

Individual matches (not competition matches) may be played, for charity, or some similar
objectapproved by The Association and/or an Affiliated Association.

Reasonable expensesnotexceeding 20%which maybe approvedbythe consenting
associationonthe applicationforconsent, maybe deducted fromthe grossproceeds.

The balance must be paid overwithin 14 days of the match being played, and at the same
time areturn ofthe sumsreceived and paid together with the necessary receipts, mustbe
sentto the association which gave consent.

Amatcharranged betweentwo Clubsorteamsinwhichatrophy, medalsorotherrewardis
giventothe Club or Players is nota Competition within this Rule.

SANCTIONING OF MATCHES

4

@) Unaffiliated Football

Clubs, Playersand Club Officials subjectto thejurisdiction of The Associationand/oran
Affiliated Association shall notbe associated with nor play with oragainstany clubwhichis
notamember of The Association and/or an Affiliated Association. Those whoimmediately
priortotheirassociation with unaffiliated football organisationswere underthejurisdiction
of The Association and/or an Affiliated Association, shall not be eligible to participate in
football underthejurisdiction of The Association and/or an Affiliated Association without
the written consent of The Association and/or an Affiliated Association.

No match between unaffiliated teams shall be played on grounds which are under the
jurisdiction of Clubs which arein membership with The Association and/or an Affiliated
Association.

(b) Matches with Foreign Associations, Leagues and Clubs

This Rule does notapplyto matches between members of The Association and/oran
Affiliated Associationand members ofthe Scottish Football Association, The Football
Association of Wales and the Irish Football Association.

Affiliated Associations, Competitions or Clubswishingtoplayamatchorseries ofmatches
againstmembers of another national association mustapply onthe prescribed formsto
The Associationatleast60daysbeforethe date oftheintended match orthefirstofa
series ofmatches.

The Association has in its discretion the power to consent or refuse an application.

Whenwritten consenthasbeengiven, The Associationwillinformthe other national
associations concerned.

Anapplicationto participate inamatch or a series of matches againstmembers of another
national associationinvolving players of school age shallbe required to demonstrate that
allsuchplayershave receivedthe necessary permissionfromtheirheadteacherbefore
The Association will give consent.

Affiliated Associations, Competitionsandtheir Clubsmustnotpayacommissionofmore
than10%ofthereimbursementsoftravellingexpensestoorganisationsorpersons
arranging theirtours.



Where anational association providesinits rulesforthe membership of allassociations,
competitions, and clubswithinitsarea, consentformatcheswith unaffiliated associations,
leagues or clubs will not be given.

FOOTBALL AND RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE

5

(@) AParticipantcannotbe compelledto play footballonbonafide occasionswhere
religious observance precludes such activity, save where the Participant:

() has consented to do so on such occasions; or

(i) isregistered asaPlayerunderwritten contract, which shallbe takenas
consenttoplayonsuchoccasionsunlessotherwise providedforinthe contract.

(b) Annually,whenplanning programmes, Competitionsshalldefineandnotifyagreed
dates of such occasions.

SCRATCH TEAMS

6

Exceptwiththewrittenconsentof The Association, orofthe ParentAssociation, no

match at which gate money istaken shall be played if either of the competing teamsis a scratch
team. Where consentisgiven for suchamatchthe provisions of RulesB7(a) and 7(b) shallapply.

PROCEEDS OF MATCHES OR COMPETITIONS

7

(@) ClubsandPlayers shall not compete in any Match or Competition (including
small- side Matches or Competitions) the proceeds of which are notdevotedto a Club or
associationorsomeotherobjectapproved by The Association orby an Affiliated
Association.

Small-Side Matches

(b) Small-side Matchesand Competitions (notmore thanseven-a-side) maybe
arranged providedthat:

() the Competition has been sanctioned by The Association or the relevant
Affiliated Associationinaccordance withthe agreed procedureslaid downfromtime
totime by The Association;

(i) inthe case of singlematches, charity Competitionsand Competitions played
overashortperiodofdays, they mustbe sanctioned by The Associationorthe
Affiliated Association concernedinaccordance with agreed procedureslaid down
from time to time by The Association;

(iii) the sanctioning of such a match or Competition in this case shall
automaticallyaccordtotheteamand/or Competition the status of anaffiliated
bodyandtothe Players participating inthe match or Competitionthe status of
affiliated Players for the team for which they play in the match or Competition. Alist
ofthe competingteams mustbe submitted to the sanctioning association;

(iv)  therulesgoverning the eligibility and conduct ofthe Players shall be under
the control of the management committee of the Competition subject always to the
overriding authority of The Association or the Affiliated Association concerned and
shallinsofaras practicable be in conformity with the Rules. Inthe case ofindividual
Matches the eligibility and conduct of the Players shall be the responsibility of the
sanctioning body;

(v) for small-side games played for charitable objectives a statement of
accounts ofthe event shall be supplied to the sanctioning body concerned within 21
days;



(vi)  wheretwoAffiliated Associationscoverthe samearea, the permission must
be obtained from the appropriate Parent Association;

(vii)  there shall be no Close Season for small- side games; and

(viii)  thelawsapplicabletosmall-sidegamesare printed elsewhereinthis
handbook.

THE PLAYING SEASON

8

(a) The Associationto Determine

TheAssociationshalldetermineannuallythe date onwhichthe playingseasonshall
commenceandtheseasonshallterminatenot later than the following 1stJune.Each
Competition shallwithinthe limitlaid down by The Association, determine the length of its
own playingseason.

(b) The CloseSeason

The“Close Season”shallbedefinedasthe periodbetween 1stJuneand 30thJune
inclusiveeachcalendaryear,savewhere The Associationmakesanordertothecontrary.

(c) Matches Which May be Played inthe Close Season
No Matches other than the following may be played in the Close Season:

0] small-sided Matches as specified in Rule B7, mini-soccer Matches or Matches
played according to “The Laws of the Game — 9 v 9” and those organised in
connectionwithworks’ clubs sportsdays on private grounds and atfetesand similar
sports functions;

(i) Matchesbetween Army, Navy and Royal Air Force teams and teams ofthe
Auxiliary Forcesin Competitionswhilstincamp. Such Competitionsshall be strictly
confinedtothe units concerned and gate money shall notbe taken;

(i) Matches involving members of boys’ brigades, scouts and kindred
organisations in Competitions whilstin camp;

(iv) Matchesfornational representative teamsor clubs playedunderthe
auspices of FIFA or UEFA; and

(V) Matchesbetween Clubsinthe Premier League andthe EFL forthe following
season, and between Clubs in The FA Women'’s Super League. This sub-paragraph (v)
shallalso applytoany successorintitle toany of the Leagues specified;

(vi) 11vllmatchesinsanctioned Leaguesor Competitionsthatmeetthe criteria
inaccordance with the “Regulations for the Sanction and Control of Competitions”
and are approved by The Association or sanctioning Association;

(vii)  Singleday,weekendandbankholiday competitionsandfestivals meeting
the criteria and receiving sanction; and

(viii)  PilotprojectsgranteddispensationbyThe Associationorsanctioning
Association.

(d) Matches Which May be Played Prior to the Commencement ofthe Season

After 30th June, and priorto the commencement of the playing season, Matches may be
played betweenteams ofthe same Club or between teams of different Clubs.

(e) An appropriation willbe made annually from the amount payable to the competing
Clubs, The Associationandthe “Cup Pool” from “The FAChallenge Cup Semi-Finalsand
Final” of 5.5% and 2.5% fromthe netreceipts of “The FA Community Shield” to which the
EFL will contribute 6.3% ofthe netgate fromits “League Cup Semi- Finalsand Final”. The
total amount will then be distributed to Affiliated Associations as decided by The
Association.

® Eligibility of Players



Players who have not previously been registered or recognised playing members of Clubs,
orwhohavenotbeenengagedforthefollowingseasonmayplayinmatchesafter30th
June and prior to the commencement of the playing season.

(9) Special Provisions

() The appropriate sanctioning association, whetheritbe The Association
and/oran Affiliated Association, may grantspecial permissionfor Competitionand
other Matches to be played preceding the dates fixed by The Association for the
opening of the playing season and shall attach to the granting of such permission
whatever conditions it may deem expedient.

(i) Notwithstandingthe provisionsofRule B3(b), The Associationshall
determine in each calendar year, the date on which and the financial conditions
underwhich “The Football Association Community Shield” Match shallbe played.

(iii) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Rule, Affiliated Associations shall
determinethe datesonwhich “County Cup”Matches shallbe played.

SUSPENSION OF THE GAME AND EXTENSION OF SEASON

9 The Association shallhave powerto suspendthe game either sectionally orentirely. The
Associationmay also extend the periodsfor playing, asfromtimetotime, initsdiscretion, shallbe
deemednecessaryordesirable,and agreements between Clubs, Players, and Club Officials,
Officials and Match Officials shall be subject to such decisions.

C. RULESRELATING TOPLAYERSTATUS AND CONTRACTS

PLAYERS WITH WRITTEN CONTRACTS

1 (a) Minimum Age 1 Throughout these Rules full-time education refers to a

) . ) ) o childwhois of compulsoryschoolage withinthe meaning of
(i) APlayerunder18yearsofage andinreceiptoffull-time education” may notenter

into a contract of employment with a Club in membership of The Association and/or
an Affiliated Association.

the Education Acts applyingin England orwhois overthe
school leaving age but is for the time being attending a
school or in full-time education in an establishment of
(i) APlayerunder 17 years of age may not enterinto a contract of employment further education.

witha Clubinmembership with The Associationand/or an Affiliated Association,

exceptundera Scholarship as provided for by Rule C3.

(b) Financial Arrangements — Registration

0} Subjecttoparagraph (a) and (b)(ii) to (b)(viii) ofthisRule,andtotherules
andregulationsofthe league of whichthe Clubisamember, any Clubinmembership
of The Association and/or an Affiliated Association may negotiate a financial
arrangement with its Players.

(i) All Players underwritten contract must be registered with The Association.

(iii) No Club may enterintoan Agreementwhich enables any party, other than
the Clubitself, toinfluence materially the Club’s policies or the performance of its
teams or Players in Matches and/or Competitions.

ThisRule shallbe appliedinconjunction with anyregulations governing Third Party
Interestin Players as may be adopted by The Association from time totime, and the
term“Agreement” shallbe construedinaccordance withthoseregulations.

(iv)  Allpaymentsand/orbenefitswhatsoever due and/ormade to a Player must
be setoutinawrittenagreementbetweenthe Clubandthe Player. Any other
payments and/or benefits whatsoever due and/or made on behalf of, orin relation
to, a Player (nototherwise detailed in the written agreementbetween the Club and
Player) mustalso be setoutin awritten agreement, towhich the Club shallbe a party.

Ineachcaseacopyofanysuchagreementmustbeprovidedto The Association.



(V) Allpayments made to Players mustbe mustbe made by the Cluband fully
recorded in the accounting records of the Club.

(vi) All salaried payments must be subjectto PAYE and National Insurance.

(vii)  Allsalary paymentsdue onwritten contracts mustbe stated gross, before
PAYE and National Insurance deductions.

(vii)  AnyPlayerspaid expensesmustbereimbursedviaanexpense claimform.
The ClubmustretainallexpenserecordsinaformatacceptabletoHM Revenueand
Customs.

(c) Contract of Employment

0} Allcontracts mustbe inthe fullname of the Club. Ifthe Clubis a corporate
body, the contractmustalsoinclude the company registration number.

(i) ContractsorlettersofemploymentexchangedbetweenaClubandany Club
Official, Player or any otheremployee ofthe Club, must specify thatallemoluments
due are paid to the employee concerned and not to any company or agency acting
on behalf of the employee.

(i) Allsuch contracts mustalso specify thatthe individualis directlyunderthe
disciplinary control of the Club and of The Association.

(d) Form G(1) —Registration for One Calendar Month

Aregistrationforaperiod of one calendar monthis effected when The Associationreceives
Form“G(1)” (insuchformasshallbe published by The Associationfromtimetotime),
signed by the Player.

(e) Form G(2) —Registration Exceeding One Calendar Month

Aregistrationforaperiodinexcess of one calendarmonthis effectedwhenThe
AssociationreceivesForm“G(2)” (insuchformasshallbe published by The Association
fromtime totime), signed by the Player. Such aregistration mustterminate on the first
SaturdayinMay,orthedateofthelastleagueorknock-outCompetitionmatchofthe
Club’sfirstteam, whicheveristhelater, oron 30th Juneinany calendaryear.

) Forms to be Returnedto The Association

0) Withinfive days ofhaving been signed by the Player, Forms G(1) or G(2)
mustbereturnedto The Association,accompaniedbyacopy ofthecontract.

(i) APlayer seeking registration under written contract is not permitted to play
underthe terms ofthe contractuntil the Clubregistering the Player hasreceived the
confirmation of registration from The Association.

(9) Transfers

0) APlayer’sregistrationmay be transferred from one Clubto anotherusing the
relevant Form “H” (in such formas shall be published by The Association fromtime to
time). The Player mustbere-registered bythe Clubtowhichtheregistrationis
transferred.

(i) Atransfer mustbe bonafide; applications forthe purpose of obtaining a
Player’s registration for special matches are not permitted.

(iii) Inthe case of last-minute registration or transfer of a Player, the registration
form,contractofemploymentandthetransferform(if any) mustfirstbe sentto The
Associationbyfacsimiletransmissionorbyelectronic mailandthentheoriginal
documents to follow by first- class mail.

(iv) IntheeventofaPlayerregistration beingtransferredfromone Clubto
anotherinconsideration ofthe paymentofafee, acopy ofthewrittentransfer
agreementmustbe sentto The Association withthe transferandregistration forms
andthe contractofemployment. Inthe eventofatransferofaPlayerwherea
considerationisagreed, the consideration can only be paid betweenthe two Clubs



(h)

(thetransferorandtransferee Clubs) or otherwise inaccordance withthe Rulesand
regulations of The Association. The fullname of each contracting Club should be
statedinthetransferagreement. The full considerationinvolved mustbe recordedin
the accounting records of both Clubs.

(V) The following payments must be made through The Association in
accordance withthe proceduresadopted by The Associationwhich areinforce from
time totime:

In respect of a Player’s registration:

(@) Apaymenttoaclub whichis affiliated with another national
association in membership of FIFA; and

(b) Apaymentbyamemberofthe PremierLeague orthe EFLtoaClub
whichisamemberofthe National League System (unless Competitionrules
require otherwise).

Intermediary/Authorised Agent

(c) Any paymenttoan Intermediaryinaccordance with The FA
Regulations on Working with Intermediaries; or

(d) Anypaymentto an Authorised Agent (asdefined undertherelevant FA
Football Agents Regulationsinforce atthe relevanttime)..

(vi) Forleaguessanctionedby The Association,whenaPlayeristemporarily
transferred between Clubsinthe sameleagueorindifferentleagues,compliance
with the relevant league rules must govern the transfer.

(vii)  Acopyoftheappropriate associationorleague’stemporary transferform
must be submitted to The Association withinfive days of its signature.

(viii)  Inthe case oflast-minute registration ofatemporary transferthe provisions
setoutin Rule C1(g)(iii) above must be observed.

(ix)  AClubacceptingaPlayerontemporarytransfer mustsatisfyitselfastothe
Player’s fitness.

(x) APlayersubjecttoatemporary transfer must not play untilsuchtransfer has
been authorised by The Association.

(xi) In the event of a Player under temporary transfer being recalled in
accordance withtherulesoftheleague orleagues concerned, acopy oftherecall
letterornotice mustbe received and acknowledged by The Association before the
Player can play for the Club initiating the recall.

Second Registration Not Permitted

Thesigning ofasecondregistrationformbefore The Associationhasdeclared thefirst
invalid is an offence.

0] Registered Players to Play for One Club Only

0] APlayerregisteredwith The Association canplayonlyforthe Clubholding
the registrationunless:

(A) inthe case only of benefit, testimonial and charity matches, the Player
obtains by writtenrequestspecial permission of The Association; or

(B) is temporarily transferred in accordance with Rule C1(g)(vi); or
© isregistered under a Scholarship in accordance with Rule C3;
or

(D) atsteps 1to4oftheWomen’s Football Pyramid (asdefinedinthe
Women’sFootballPyramid Regulations) only,where aPlayerattendsahigher
education establishment, the Player is also permitted to play for that
establishment, providedthePlayer’s Clubhasprovidedwrittenconsent;



(E) hasthe written permission ofthe Club, copied to The Association, to
playnotmorethantwotrialmatchesforanotherClub, providedthatsuch
matches are not for the firstteam of that Club ina Competition Match and are
bothwithinaperiod ofone monthfromthe date of such permission, which
shallnotberepeatedinthe sameplayingseasonforthesamePlayertothe
same Club.

(ii) WhereaClubhasaNursery Club (asdefinedinRule A3(i)), aPlayer
registered with the Clubtowhichitis underobligation may also play forthe Nursery
Club without further registration.

0)] Agreements between Club & Players

Onlysub-RulesC1(j) (i)and C1(j)(xiii)) applyto Clubs participatinginthe Premier League
and EFL

0] Clubs must enter into a written contract of employment with their Players on
therelevantformapprovedby The Association), withorwithoutanoption. Such
contractsmustclearlyindicateallthetermsandconditions ofemployment, be of
stated duration and signed atthe same time as a relevantregistration Form “G” (in
suchformas shall be published by The Association fromtime totime). A copy of the
contractofemploymentmustbe handedtothe Playeratthetime of signingboth
documents. Contracts of employmentsigned by Playerswhoare underthe age of 18
atthe time of signing must also be signed by a parent or guardian.

(i) There shallbe norighttoacompensation ortransfer fee by the previous Club
ofaPlayerwhohasattainedtheageof24yearsonorbefore 30thJuneandwhose
contractwiththatClubhasexpired. IfaClubwishestoofferre-engagementtoa
Player orexercise an option containedin the agreementthe following practice shall
prevail.

(i) Within 7 days of the first Saturday in May, or the date of the last competitive
Matchofthe Club’sfirstteam,whicheveristhelater,the Clubmustgivenoticein
writingtothe Playerindicatingthateitherthe Cluboffersare-engagementor, if
appropriate, exercises any option contained inthe agreement.

(iv) Ifthe notice offers re-engagement it must specify the period which the Club
ispreparedto agree and the terms and conditions to apply, which must be the same
ornotlessfavourableoverallthanthosewhichappliedduringtheinitial period of
employment—or the option period (if applicable).

(V) The Player must notify in writing the Club holding the registration within 28
daysofreceiptofthe said notice whetherornotthe offerofre-engagementis
accepted.

(vi) Ifthe offerisrejected the Playerisimmediately free to negotiate with
another Club.

(vii)  Ifthe Player does notreply inwriting to the offer of re-engagement then at
the expiry of aperiod of 28 days, the Player is free to negotiate with another Club.

(viii)  Ineitheroftheinstancesassetoutin Rules C1(j)(vi)and (vii) above, the Club
holdingthe Player’sregistrationhastherighttoreceive compensation. The Player’s
registrationforthe new Clubwillnotbe accepteduntilsuchtimeasthe Clubhas
confirmed inwriting to The Association thatitwill negotiate a compensation fee with
the former Club failing whichitwillabide by any decision taken by aLeague Appeals
Committee.

(ix)  Anexistingagreementshallcontinue and have full force and effectbetween
the parties on the terms and conditions as those pertaining prior to the expiration of
the initial period of employment, or the option period if appropriate, and the Player
will continue to train and play as instructed by the Club until 31st August, or the date
onwhichthe Playerregistersforanother Club, whicheveristhe sooner.

(x) Inthe event of the Player continuing to play for the Club after the 31st



August, a week-to-week agreement must be completed and submitted to The
Association underwhich the Player will continue to be paidinaccordance with the
terms of the existing agreement.

(xi) Inthe eventofthe Player signing for another Club whichis unable toreach
agreementon the payment of acompensation fee to the Club holding the Player’s
registrationin pursuance ofthe existing agreementthen such fee shall be dealtwith
by a League Appeals Committee.

(xii)  AlLeague Appeals Committee shall comprise one nominated representative
from each of the following:

(A) Council (to actas anindependent chairman);
(B) the management committee of the appropriate league or leagues; and
© the Professional Footballers’ Association.

The committee may, atits discretion, order eitherthe Club or the Player to pay
allorpartofthe costsinvolvedinanappeal. The same committee also applies
to Rules C1(k), (I) and (m).

(xiii)  Ifthenoticetoexerciseanyoptioncontainedintheagreementonthesame
ornotlessfavourabletermsandconditionsoverall, asinthe agreementbutexcluding
the optionprovision, andthatsuchfurtherperiod shallnotbeforlongerinextent
thanthatoftheinitial period of employment, the agreementcan continueinfull
force and effect, as between the parties hereto and shall terminate on the last day of
the option.

(xiv)  Allnoticesrequiredtobe givento Playersunderthis Rule mustbe senteither
by registered mail or recorded delivery or a written acknowledgement otherwise
obtained;

(xv)  BylstJuneineachcalendaryearall Clubs mustnotify The Association of
Playerswho have been offeredre-engagementoronwhose agreementthe option
has beenexercised.

Cancellation of Agreement

0) Where conditions form part of an agreement other than payment of wages
forplayingfootball,indealing with claims, aleague oraLeague Appeals Committee,
willrestrictitsinvestigations and decisions solely to the question ofwages for playing
as stipulated in the agreement.

(i) Exceptby mutual consent, aClub or Playeris notentitled todetermine an
agreementbetweenthemwithoutthewrittenconsentof The Associationorin
accordance with Rule C1(l).

(iii) Whenanagreementhasbeendetermined by mutual consent, notice signed
by the Club andthe Player shallat once be sentto The Association who will cancel
the registration.

(iv) Inthe case oflast-minute cancellationofaPlayer’'sregistration, asigned
notice mustfirstbe sentto The Association by facsimile transmission, and then the
originaldocumentstofollow byfirst-class mail. Additionally, electronic mailmayalso
be transmitted to indicate the time of posting, which will also be accepted as the time
of receiptif the mailed documents are found to be in order.

(V) When anagreement has been determined by mutual consentthe Player
shall notbe permitted to re-register for the original Club within three months atthe
date of determination exceptwith the written consentof The Association.

(vi) The Association has power to cancel the registration of a Player atany time
uponapplication ofthe Player orthe Player’s Club. Inthe eventof a Club ceasing to
be amember ofaleague withinthe National League System, otherthan by reason of
promotion, relegationorexpulsion, as setoutin Regulation 4 of the National League
System, allcontractPlayersandscholars ofthe that Club mayfromthe date of
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cessation electtoterminate their registration with that Club by advising themand
The Association in writing of theirintention.

The Associationshall provide tosuch Playersand scholarswritten confirmationthat
theirregistration has been terminated, which shall stipulate the date on which such
termination takeseffect.

Fromthatstipulated effective date oftermination, such Playersand scholars shallbe
free agentsand may sign for another Club without atransfer fee becoming payable
to the former Club.

Termination of Agreement

Whereanagreementbetween ClubandPlayerinanyleague orother Competition
providesforeitherthe Clubor Playerterminating by 14 days’ notice, the following practice
shall prevail:

() aClub or Player hastherightto appeal to the management committee of
theappropriateleague orother Competitionandafurtherrightofappealtothe
appeals committee of that body;

(i) aClub, ongiving 14 days’ notice to a Playerto terminate the agreement, must
state in the notice the name and address of the secretary of the appropriate league
or Competitiontowhichthe Playermayappeal, and mustatthe sametimegive
notice to the league or Competition of which the Clubis amember;

(iii) aPlayer,ongiving 14 days’ notice to a Clubto terminate the agreement, must
atthe sametime give notice tothe league or Competition of whichthe Clubisa
member.

(iv) the notice terminating the agreement mustinformthe Club or Player of the
grounds for such notice;

(V) acopyofthenoticesenttothe CluborPlayermustatthesametimebe
forwarded to The Association;

(vi) either Club or Player shall have the right of appeal to the league or other
Competition, but such appeal mustbe made within seven days of the receipt ofa
notice; andthe managementcommittee must hear such appeal within 14 days of
receipt of the notice of appeal;

(viiy  ifeitherpartyis dissatisfied with the decision, there shall be a further right of
appeal tothe appeals committee of the appropriate league or other Competition but
suchappealmustbe madewithinsevendaysofthereceiptofthedecisionofthe
managementcommittee, and must be heard by the appeals committee within 14
days of the receipt of the notice of appeal;

(vii)y  theappropriate league or other Competition mustreportto The Association
whenthe matterisfinally determined, and the agreement and registration shall be
cancelled by The Association where necessary;

(ix)  agreements between Clubs and Players shall contain a clause showing the
provisions made fordealing withsuch disputes andforthe cancelling ofthe
agreements and registration by The Association; and

(x) Clubsbelongingtoanyleague or other Competition may make similar
regulations which provide for aright of appeal by either party to the Affiliated
Association or to The Association.

Disciplinary Suspension

0] Inthe case of breach by a Player ofthe training or disciplinary rules or orders
ofthe Club, aClub notwishingtouse the larger powers contained in Rule C1(l) shall
have therightto suspendsuch Playerforaperiod notexceeding 14 daysorimpose a
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fine notexceedingtwoweeks’ wagesand shall state whetherornotthe Player shall
receive his basic wage during the period thatthe Playeris ordered notto attend at
the Club.

(i) The Club shall, withintwo days, notify The Associationandthe league(s)in
whichthe Club’sfirstteam competes of such suspension orfine.

(iii) Within seven days of receipt of such notice of afine or suspensionthe Player
hastherighttolodge anappealtothe managementcommittee ofthemoresenior
league ofwhichthe Clubisamemberwhoshallheartheappealwithin 14 days of
receipt of the notice of appeal.

(iv) Ifeitherthe Club or Playerisdissatisfied withthe decision ofthe league each
isentitled to appeal toa League Appeals Committee within seven days of receipt of
the decision, and be heard within 14 days of receipt of the notice of further appeal.
The Player may requestthatan appeal made in accordance with this Rule shall be
dealtwith ata personal hearing.

(V) Inany eventthe suspension or fine shallnotoperate asatermination or
cancellation of the agreement between the Club and Player.

Re-engagement of Players

0] APlayerunderwritten contractwitha Clubwhois seeking re-engagement
may enter into a new agreement with, and again be registered for, the Club atany
time.

(i) Until the existing agreement or any renewal of it has terminated:

(A) aPlayermaynotenterintoany agreementwithanyotherClubin
membershipwith The Association, oran Affiliated Association, orofany other
national football association; and

(B) the Player may notbe approached by any other Club, or Club Official of
anyotherClub, orany personwithaviewtoinducingthe Playertoleavethe
Clubforwhichthe Playerisregistered, exceptwith the written permission of
that Club.

(iii) If, bythetime specifiedforsuchnoticetobe served, the Playerhasnot
receivednoticeexercisinganoptionorofferingafurtherre-engagementunder
paragraphC1(j)ofthisRule,the Playerisfreetomake suchenquiriesorapproaches
as thought fit to secure employment when the agreement or renewal of it
terminates.

(iv)  APlayerundersuspension may bere-signedbythe Club, orany option
conferred onthe Club maybe exercised, subjecttothetermsofthe suspension.

(v) Inthe eventofaPlayerregistered witha Clubinmembership withthe
Premier League orthe EFL being offered re-engagementtermsinaccordance with
the regulations ofthe appropriate league butwishingto acceptanengagementasa
Playerwith a Club notinmembership with eitherleague, and the Clubs notbeing able
toreachagreementonthe paymentofacompensationfee, providingthe Club
concerned hascomplied withthe appropriate league’sregulationsrelating torightto
acompensationfee, suchcompensationfeeshallbe determinedbyanappeals
committee comprising one nominated representative of each of The Association
(whoshallactaschairman),the Premier League orthe EFL, the Professional
Footballers’ Association and the otherleague involved.

(vi) Inthe eventofaPlayerregistered witha Clubnotinmembership ofthe
PremierLeagueorthe EFLnothavingacceptedre-engagementtermsinaccordance
withthe Rules C1(j)(ii) to C1(j)(xv)inclusive and having negotiated termswith
another Club, andthe Clubs notbeing able toreach agreementonthe paymentofa
compensationfee,thenprovidedthe Clubholdingthe Player’'sregistrationhas
complied with the Rules, suchcompensation fee shallbe determined by an appeals
committee comprising one nominated representative of each of The Association



(whoshallactaschairman),the Professional Footballers’ Associationandthe
appropriate league orleaguesinvolved. Where one orboth clubsare members ofthe
Football Associationof Wales, arepresentative ofthat Associationshallbe entitled to
siton the appeals committee.

Where the compensation fee requested by either party is less than

£3,000, suchappealscommittee may, inusingitsdiscretion, make adetermination
onthe basis of written submissions alone.

(vii)  Whenacaseisreferredtoanappealscommittee asreferredtointhis Rule
C(n), itwillbe necessary for both Clubsinvolvedto pay before adjudicationanon
returnable administration fee of three hundred pounds (£300).

PLAYERS WITHOUT WRITTEN CONTRACTS

2

Regulations Concerning Approaches

Playerswho are notunder written contractto a Club may be registered with anumber of
Clubsatanytime, subjectto the following provisions and those of the Competitionsin
which theyplay:

0) Competitions sanctioned by The Association underregulation 3 ofthe
“Regulations forthe Sanctionand Control of Competitions” may make theirown
regulationsfortheapproachof Playersbetween Clubsofthe Competition;

(i) during the currentseason any Club wishing to approach a Playerknownto be
registered with or having played for any other Club must give to the secretary of each
such Club, sevendays’ formalwritten notice ofthe intention to approach the Player;

Formal written notice of approach need be given by:
(A) a Saturday Club only to all Saturday Clubs;
(B) a Sunday Club only to all Sunday Clubs; and
© amidweek Club only to all midweek Clubs;

(iii) thewrittennotice mustbe sentby special deliveryorrecorded post, ora
written acknowledgement otherwise obtained fromthe secretary or chairman ofthe
Clubapproached. Facsimile ore-mailtransmissionmaybe used providedareceiptof
acknowledgementis also obtained,;

(iv) following the date of posting of the written notice of approach, or receipt of
an acknowledgement:

(A) the Player may be registered on or after the eighth day; and
(B) the Player must have been registered on or before the 21st day;

(V) the approaching Club: (A) may notapproach the same Playerasecondtime
inthe same playing season; (B) may approach only one (1) Playerata Club atany
time subjectto Rule C2(a)(ix) below; and (C) may not approach another Player at
the same Clubwithin 28 days of an earlier notice of approach oracknowledgement;

(vi) ifanapproachis made by aPlayerto another Club duringthe currentseason,
that Club shall give the Club(s), forwhich the Playerisknown to be registered orhas

played, sevendays’ notice of approach assetoutin Rule C2(a)(i) to (v) above before
registering thePlayer;

(vii)  aClubwhichisthesubjectofacomplaintallegingfailuretogive noticein
accordance withthis Rule may be subjecttoacharge of Misconduct pursuantto Rule
E1(b);

(vii)  aClubprovedtohavebreachedtheprovisionsofthisRulemayhaveits
currentregistration ofthe Player cancelled and be subjectto such other penalty as
TheAssociationorappropriate Affiliated Associationdeemsappropriate,in
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accordance withrelevantregulations of The Associationfromtimetotimeinforce;
and

(ix) duringthe currentseasonamaximum oftwo Players may be approachedin
themannerdescribedaboveifinvitedtotrialatalicensedacademyor“Centre of
Excellence” of The Association, the Premier League orthe EFL.

Conditions

0] Allpayments made to Players mustbe made by the Club and fully recorded
inthe accounting records of the Club.

(i) All salaried payments must be subjectto PAYE and National Insurance.

(iii) AnyPlayer’s paid expenses mustbe reimbursedviaanexpense claimform.
The Clubmustretainallexpenserecordsinaformatacceptabletothe HM Revenue
and Customs.

(iv)  Acurrentlyregistered Playershallnotbeallowedtoregisterwithanother
Clubwithoutfirstsatisfying the Club Officials oftheintended Clubthatallreasonable
financialand otherliabilities have been dischargedto the Club or Clubs with which
the Playerisorwasknowntoberegisteredinthe currentand previous playing
seasons.

(V) APlayerapproached onorafter 1stMay inthe currentseason may notplay
in competitive football for the Club making the approach until the commencement
of the following season.

Service Players

WhileservinginanybranchofHerMajesty’sRegularForces,aPlayermaynotholda
contractof employmentwith any Club underthe jurisdiction of The Association and/or an
Affiliated Association.

SCHOLARSHIPS

3
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Scholarships

() APlayermayberegistered asascholarontermsthatshallbeasdetermined
underrelevantleague rules fromtime totime or the following provisions. On or after
the 1stJanuaryintheyearinwhich heattainsthe age of 14 yearsandinany event
onorbeforethe 1stMarchinhisUnder16year,aClubmay offertoenterintoa
Scholarship Agreementwithastudentwhoseregistrationitholds. Theregistration of
aPlayeronaScholarshipshallbemadeonForm“G(4)” (insuchformasshallbe
published by The Association fromtime to time). Each form, after completion of all
particulars, including dates and signatures, must be signed atthe same time by the
PlayeronaScholarshipandbyaparentorguardianandreturnedto The Association
withinfive days of suchsignatures accompanied byacopy ofthe agreement
enteredinto by the Club andthe Player on a Scholarship and also a copy of the birth
certificate.

(i) OnorafteraPlayeronaScholarship’s 17thbirthday, the Playermayremain
onaScholarshipormaysignasaPlayerunderwrittencontractsubjecttothe
regulations of the league or combination of which the Clubis amember, and tothe
Rules with reference to Players under written contract.

(iii) APlayeronaScholarship shallnotplayforaClubuntilsuch Clubregistering
the Playerhasreceived acknowledgementoftheregistrationfrom The Association.

The Associationwillfromtimetotime publishthe names of Playersregistered on
Scholarships.

(iv) NeitheraClubnorany person shallinduce orattempttoinduce suchaPlayer
onaScholarshiptoleave the Club forwhichthe Playerisregistered.

(V) APlayerwhoisregistered ona Scholarship may play for another Club



subject to the written approval of the Club for which the Playerisregistered. A copy
ofthe written permission mustbereceived by The Association, the league or
combinationofwhichthe Clubisamember, the Playerandthe Clubforwhichthe
Playeristo play. A Club may not play more than two such Playersin any match atfirst
teamlevel.

(vi) IfaPlayeronaScholarshipwishestobecomeaPlayerunderwritten contract,
the Clubforwhich the Playerwasregistered ona Scholarship shall be entitled to the
registrationofsuchPlayerasaPlayerunderwrittencontract. Ifthe Clubdoesnot
wishto exercise its entittementthe Player shall be free to register for any other Club.

(vii) TheprovisionsofRules C1(l)and C1(m)shallapplyinthe case of Playerson
a Scholarship.

AGE GROUPS AND PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAYERS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

4 (A)  CHILDREN NOT REGISTERED AS ACADEMY PLAYERS.

Thefollowingprovisionsapplytoanychildnotregisteredasan AcademyPlayer. All
matches mustbe playedinaccordance with the correctversion ofthe Laws ofthe Game
appropriate for the format specified:

0] Children Under 6 Years Old

Achildwho has not attained the age of six shall not play, and shall not be permitted
or encouraged to play, in a match of any kind.

(i) Children 6 Years Old and Over — Age Groups, Formats and Related Provisions
For the purposes of (a) and (b) below,

(@ Therelevantageforeach playerisdeterminedbyhisorherageasat
midnight on 31 August of the relevant playing season.

i.e. Childrenwhoare aged 6 asatmidnighton 31 Augustinaplaying season
(together with those who attain the age of 6 during the playing season) will be
classedasUnder7playersforthatplayingseason. Childrenwhoareaged7as
atmidnighton31Augustinaplaying seasonwillbe classed asUnder8players
forthat playing season, and so on.

(b) Notwithstanding the above, a child is permitted to “play up” in the age
groupabove hisorherchronological age group, irrespective of any difference
informatorcompetitionstructure, savethatachildwhoattainsthe age of6
after 31 Augustis permitted to play only inthe Under 7 age group, and may not
play inthe Under 8 age group for that playing season.

Theagegroupsthatchildrenareeligibletoplayinare setoutinthetable
below, along with the permitted football formats for each of those age groups.
Childrenshallnotplay, and shall notbe permitted orencouraged toplay, ina
match between sides of more than the stated number of players, according to
theirage group (please see following page):

AGE ON 31 AUGUST OF THE RELEVANT PLAYING
SEASON ELIGIBLE AGE GROUPS MAXIMUM PERMITTED FORMAT

6 Under 7 5v5
Under 8

7 Under 8 5v5
Under 9 w7

8 Under 9 w7
Under 10




9 Under 10 w7
Under 11 9v9
10 Under 11 9v9
Under 12
11 Under 12 9v9
Under 13 11vil
12 Under 13 11vil
Under 14
Under 14 11v11
13
Under 15
14 Under 15 11v11
Under 16
Under 16
15 11v1l
Under 17
Under 18
16 Under 17 11vil

(c) Achildunderthe age of 15as atmidnighton 31 Augustinaplaying
season, shallnotbe permitted to play inamatch during that playing season
whereanyotherplayerisolderoryoungerthanthatchildbytwoyearsor

more.

(d) Howeverasexceptionsto (c)above, The Associationmayinusingits
discretion:

() Enabledisabled childrentoplayfootballinanage group other
than the groups dictated by their birth date, including “playing down”;

(i) InaccordancewithacurrentFAdispensationpolicy, grant
dispensationto enable a child to play footballin an age group other than
the groups dictated by their birth date, including “playing down”.

(e) ToplayinanUnder 18 competition, achild musthave attained the age
of 15asatmidnighton 31 Augustofthe relevant playing season.

4] Toplayinanopenage competition achild must have attained the age
of 16.

(iii) Children 6 Years Old and Over- Competition Structure
(@) Under 7 and Under 8 Mini-Soccer

Leaguesmay organise amaximum ofthreetrophy eventsperseason, eachto
be played overamaximum period oftwo weeks, and may publishthe results of
such events. The remainder of the season may consist of organised
developmentfixturesonly, forwhich leaguesand clubs may collectthe results
and compile league tables, but must not publish either.

(b) Under 9 and Under 10 Mini-Soccer

Leaguesmay organise amaximum ofthree trophy events perseason, eachto
be played overamaximum period of fourweeks, and may publish the results of
suchevents. Theremainderofthe season may consistof organised



developmentfixturesonly,forwhichleaguesandclubs maycollecttheresults
and compile league tables butmust not publish either.

(c) Under11

Leaguesmayorganise amaximumofthreetrophyeventsperseason, eachto
be played overamaximum period of sixweeks, and may publish the results of
such events. The remainder of the season may consist of organised
developmentfixturesonly, forwhichleaguesandclubs may collecttheresults
and compile league tables butmust not publish either.

(d) Under12to Under 18
There is no restriction on the structure of competitions.
(iv)  Sanction Provisions

The written consent of The Association or of the relevant Affiliated Association or
Associationsshallberequired pursuanttoRulesBland/orB7 asappropriate forany
Competition for Under 18 age groups and below.

(v) Gender of Playersin Under 7 to Under 18 Matches

Achildinthe age groups Under 7 to Under 18 inclusive may play inamatch involving
boys andgirls.

(vi) Priority for School Activities

(@ Priority mustatall timesbe givento school or school organisation’s
activitiesin accordance with the recommendations of the “Memorandum:
ChildrenofSchool Ageand School Games”whilstapupilisreceivingfulltime
education.

(b) All Clubs and Competitions, excluding those whose matches are played
on Sundays, shall include in their rules a provision to the effect that the
availability of a pupil mustbe consented to by the head teacher.

(B) PLAYERS OF SCHOOL AGE REGISTERED AS ACADEMY PLAYERS

0} Playerswhoreachthe age ofnineyearsduringthe academicyearandwho
areinfull-time education may register as an Academy Player.

(i) The licensing authority for Academies shall comprise the PGB which shall
operate under such Professional Game Youth Development Rules as shall be adopted
fromtime to time.

(iii) ItshallbedeemedtobeMisconductforanyCluborClubOfficialtoinduce
anyplayerofschoolageregisteredwith aseparate Clubor Academytoleave school
forthe purpose of signing a contract of employment.

D. INTERNATIONAL AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES AND CALL-UPS

INTERNATIONAL MATCHES

1 APlayer selected for aninternational or other representative team, tour, squad or other
call-up arranged by The Association shall attend at the time and place notified to the Player and
complywiththe arrangements of The Association inevery respect, save where thereisgood and
sufficient cause notto do so.

2 AClubshalldoallthingsnecessarytoensurethataPlayerreferredtoinRule D1above
complies with the arrangements of The Association.

3 lliness orinjury shall constitute good and sufficient cause forthe purposes of Rule D1
above bywhere The Associationis satisfied, following receipt of medical evidence, that such
illnessorinjuryisofsufficientseriousness. The Playershall,inanyevent, submittoassessment
by a medical adviser appointed by The Association.



INTER-AFFILIATED ASSOCIATION MATCHES

4 Ininter-Affiliated Association Matches, a Player mustbe abonafide memberofa Clubin
membership ofthe Associationforwhichthe Player plays, butaPlayer shallalways be eligible to
playforthe County Associationofbirth. APlayershallnotbeeligibletoplayformorethanone
Affiliated Associationinthe same seasonin Inter-Affiliated Competition matches.

E. MISCONDUCT

Saveforwhereotherwisesetoutinthese Rules, proceduralmattersconcerningMisconductshall
be dealtwithinaccordance with The Association’s Disciplinary Regulations.

1 The Association mayactagainstaParticipantinrespectofany Misconduct, whichis
defined as being a breach of the following:

(@) the Laws of the Game;

(b) theRulesandregulationsof The AssociationandinparticularRulesE3toE28
below;

(c) the statutes and regulations of UEFA,;

(d) the statutes and regulations of FIFA;

(e) the rules or regulations of an Affiliated Association or Competition; and
U] an order, requirement, direction or instruction of The Association.

2 Thesamefactsormattersmayconstitute abreachofmorethanonerule,regulation,
statute orlawreferredtoabove, The Associationmaybringacharge orsuchchargesasitseesfit.

GENERAL BEHAVIOUR

3

1) AParticipantshall atalltimes actinthe bestinterests of the game and shall not act
inany mannerwhichisimproperorbringsthegameintodisrepute oruseanyone,ora
combinationof,violentconduct, seriousfoul play, threatening, abusive,indecentor
insulting words or behaviour.

(2) AbreachofRule E3(1)isan “Aggravated Breach” whereitincludesareference,
whetherexpressorimplied,toanyoneormoreofthefollowing:-ethnicorigin,colour,
race, nationality, religionorbelief, gender, genderreassignment, sexual orientation or
disability. Mandatory minimum sanctions are applicable to certain Aggravated Breaches.
Furtherprovisionsasto sanctions applicable to Aggravated Breachesare foundin The
Association’s Disciplinary Regulations.

(3) Where an Aggravated Breach of Rule E3(1) iscommitted in youth football by a
Playeragedunder12, nodisciplinary chargewillbe brought.Insuchcases, the Playerwill
be subjectto an education programme, the details of which will be provided tothe Player
by TheAssociation.

4) Where two or more Participants from a Club commitany Aggravated Breach of
Rule E3(1)inanytwelve month period, regardless of whetherany suchbreach fallswithin
sub-paragraph E3(4), the Clubitselfwill be liable to asanctionimposed by a Regulatory
Commission.

DISCRIMINATION

4 AParticipantshallnotcarry outanyactofvictimisationasdefinedinthe Equality Act
2010, oranyactofdiscrimination by reason of ethnic origin, colour, race, nationality, religion or
belief,gender, genderreassignment, sexual orientation, disability, age, pregnancy, maternity,
marital statusorcivilpartnership, unlessotherwise permitted by lawand The Rulesorregulations
of TheAssociation.



INTEGRITY MATTERS IN RELATION TO MATCHES AND COMPETITIONS

5
(@) AParticipantshallnot, directly orindirectly, seektoinfluence foranimproper
purpose the result, progress, conduct or any other aspect of, oroccurrenceinorin
connection with, a football match or competition.
(b) AParticipantshallnot, directly orindirectly, offer,agreeto give, give, solicit, agree
toacceptoracceptany bribe, giftor reward or consideration of any nature whichis or could
appear to be related in any way to:
(i) thatParticipant, orany other Participant, failing to performto the best of their
ability; or
(i) thatParticipantoranyotherperson(whetheraParticipantornot),directlyor
indirectly, seekingtoinfluenceforanimproperpurpose, theresult, progress, conduct
oranyotheraspectof,oroccurrenceinorinconnectionwith, afootballmatchor
competition.
6 AParticipantshallimmediately reportto The Association any offer, incidents, factsor

matters which are or could appearto be contrary to Rule E5 above,

Theterms ‘footballmatch’and ‘competition’asusedinRule E5include: (i)any Match or
Competition (as appropriate); and (ii) any other football match or competition not within those
definitions, including butnotlimited to any football match or competition sanctioned by UEFA,
or FIFA, or by any other association, federation or governing body.

TICKETS

7 A Participant shall not:
(@) Sell aticket for any football match; or
(b) Otherwise dispose of such aticketto another person or entity,

unlessheisauthorisedtodosoinwritingbytheorganisersofthe match.

BETTING

8 Referencesto“Participant’inRule E8 shallbe construedinaccordance withthe
following:

Rule E8(2) appliesto any Match Official, Match Official coach or Match Official assessor
operating at Level 4 or below, and any other person whois a Participant by virtue only of their
involvementata Clubbelow Step4inthe National League System, orataClubat Steps 3-7
inclusive ofthe Women’s Football Pyramid. Such Participantsare notsubjectto Rule E8(1).

AllotherParticipantsare subjectto Rule E8(1), and are notsubjectto Rule E8(2).
All Participants are subject to Rule E8(3).

@ (a AParticipantshallnotbet, eitherdirectly orindirectly, orinstruct, permit,
cause or enable any personto beton -

(i) theresult, progress, conductorany otheraspectof, oroccurrenceinor
in connection with, afootball match or competition; or

(i) any other matter concerning or related to football anywhere in the
world, including, for example and without limitation, the transfer of players,
employmentofmanagers, teamselection ordisciplinary matters.

(b) Where a Participant providesto any other person any information relating to
football which the Participant has obtained by virtue of his or her position within the
gameandwhichisnotpubliclyavailable atthattime, the Participantshallbein



breach ofthis Rule where any ofthatinformation is used by that other person for, or
inrelation to, betting.

(©) Itshallbe adefencetoacharge broughtpursuantto sub-paragraph E8(1)(b)
ifaParticipantcanestablish, onthe balance of probability, thatthe Participant
provided any such informationin circumstances where he did notknow, and could
notreasonably have known, thattheinformation providedwouldbe usedbythe
other person for or in relation to betting.

2 (@ AParticipantshallnotbet, eitherdirectly orindirectly, orinstruct, permit,
cause or enable any person to beton—

0] theresult, progress, conductorany otheraspectof, oroccurrencein or
in connection with, afootball match or competition:

(A) inwhichthe Participantis participating, or has participatedin that
season; or

(B) inwhich the Participant has any influence, either director
indirect; or

(i) anyother matter concerning or related to any Club participating in
any league Competition, as defined in Rule A2, that the Participant is
participatinginorhasparticipatedinduringthatseason, including, forexample
and withoutlimitation, the transfer of players, employment of managers, team
selection or disciplinary matters.

For these purposes, without limitation to the application of this Rule to other
circumstances, allEmployeesand OfficialsofaClubare deemedtoparticipate
ineveryfootballmatchplayedbythat Clubwhiletheyare soemployedor
actingasaClub Official;all PlayersregisteredwithaClubaredeemedto
participate ineveryfootball match played by that Clubwhile they are so
registered.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-paragraph E8(2)(a), a Participant
shallnotbet, eitherdirectlyorindirectly, orinstruct, permit,cause orenableany
persontobet, ontheresult, progress, conductorany otheraspectof, oroccurrence
in, any football match played atunder 18 level or below.

(c) AParticipantshallnotuseanyinformationrelatingtofootballwhichthe
Participanthas obtained by virtue of his or her position within the game and whichiis
not publicly available at thattime for or in relation to betting.

(d) Where a Participant providestoany other person any information relating to
football which the Participant has obtained by virtue of his or her position within the
gameandwhichisnotpubliclyavailable atthattime, the Participantshallbein
breachofthisRulewhereanyofthatinformationisusedbythatotherpersonforor
in relation to betting.

(e) Itshallbe adefencetoacharge broughtpursuantto sub-paragraph E8(2)(d)
ifaParticipantcanestablish, onthe balance of probability, thatthe Participant
provided any such informationin circumstances where he did notknow, and could
notreasonably haveknown,thattheinformationprovidedwouldbeusedbythe
other person for or in relation to betting.

(3) Anindividual Participant,whenactinginapersonal capacity, shallnotbe
permitted to advertise or promote any betting activity that the Participant is prohibited
fromengaging in by Rule E8(1) or E8(2).

ATTEMPTS AND AGREEMENTS TO BREACH

9 An attempt by a Participant or any agreement with any other person (whether or nota
Participant) to actin breach of any provision containedin these Rules shall be treated for the
purposesofthese Rulesasifabreachoftherelevantprovisionshadbeencommitted.



COMPLIANCE WITH DECISIONS, INCLUDING SUSPENSIONS

10 EachParticipantshallcomplywithadecisionmade pursuanttothe Rulesand
regulations of The Association.

11 AParticipant shallnotparticipate inany activity with another Participant suspended
from carrying out such activity.

12 AClubshalldoallthingsnecessarytoensurethataPlayerassociated withitcomplies
with apenalty or orderimposed pursuanttothe Rules and regulations of The Association.

13 An Affiliated Association, Competition, or Club shallnotappointto any position, or allow
tocontinueinsuch position, anyindividualwho has beensuspended from holding such position.

REPORTING MISCONDUCT

14 AParticipant shallimmediately reportto The Association anyincident, facts or matters
which may constitute Misconduct. This shallinclude (but not be limited to) any incident, facts or
matters whichmay:

(@) Constitute a potential or actual breach of The Association’s Safeguarding Children
Regulations and/or Adults at Risk Regulations; or

(b) Relate to an approach made to a Participantby any person, whether or not that
personisaParticipant,inrelationto betting onfootball contraryto FARules.

Forthe purposesofthisRule, areportto an Affiliated Association shall constitute areportto The
Association.

15 Areportto The Association of any incidents, facts or matters shall not be made for
vexatious or frivolous reasons.

INTERIM SUSPENSION ORDERS

The provisions below are without prejudice to any powers of The Associationto orderinterim
suspensions, or otherinterimmeasures, inaccordance withanyregulationsinforce fromtime to
time.

16
Suspension before charge

(@) Priortoacharge beingbrought, aRegulatory Commission shallhave the powerto

issue anInterim Suspension Orderinrelationto a Participantassociated witha Clubinthe

Premier League, the EFL, The National League, Isthmian League, Northern Premier League,
SouthernLeagueorThe FAWomen’s SuperLeagueforsuchperiodandonsuchtermsand
conditions as the Regulatory Commission considers fit where:

0) the Participantisunderinvestigation foran alleged breach of, oran attempt or
agreementtobreach, FARule E5and/orE8, orofrulesorregulations ofthe Premier
League, the EFL, The National League, Isthmian League, Northern Premier League or
SouthernLeague, UEFAorFIFA, oranyalleged criminal offence which mayinvolve
suchanallegedbreach orattemptoragreementtobreach,andhasnotbeen
charged by The Association or other relevant authority; and

(i) The Association, The Professional Footballer's Association (in the case of a
Playerwhoisa PFAmember), andthe relevantleague have eachagreedtoan
applicationbeingmadetothe Regulatory Commissionforan Interim Suspension
Order.

(b) AnapplicationmadeforaninterimSuspension OrderpursuanttoRule E16(a)shall
proceedinaccordance withthe Interim Suspension Order Regulations.

Grounds

(c) A Regulatory Commission may only issue an Interim Suspension Order pursuant to



sub-paragraphE16(a)whereitissatisfiedthatthe seriousnatureand/orfactual
circumstancesoftheallegation(s) underinvestigation are suchthatthe Participant’s
continued participation infootball presents arealrisk that either:

0] the integrity of football would be affected; and / or
(i) the public’s confidence in the integrity of football would be affected;

to such an extentthateither or both of these factors outweigh(s) the Participant’s
interestin continued participation in football.

Suspension after charge

(d) The Association, acting bythe ChiefRegulatory Officerorhisorhernominee, shall
havethe powertoissueanInterim Suspension OrderinrelationtoaParticipantassociated
witha Clubinthe Premier League, the EFL or The National League, Isthmian League,
NorthernPremierLeague, Southern League or The FAWomen’s SuperLeagueforsuch
period and onsuchtermsand conditions as The Association considersfitwhere:(i) The
Participanthasbeenchargedby The Association, the PremierLeague,the EFL, National
League, UEFA or FIFAinrelation to any alleged act of Misconduct, orwith any criminal
offence; and

(il) The Association, the Professional Footballers’ Association (inthe case ofaPlayer
whoisaPFAmember),andtherelevantleague haveeachagreedtotheInterim
Suspension Order.

Periodic review

(e) AParticipantsubjecttoan Interim Suspension Orderimposed pursuantto either
RuleE16(a)orE16(d)shallbeentitledtohavethe Orderreviewed byaRegulatory
Commission. Such review shall proceed in accordance with the Interim Suspension Order
Regulations.

17. AnInterimSuspensionOrdershallnotlastbeyondthe date uponwhichtherelated
investigationorcharge(s) of Misconduct or criminal offence or other disciplinary proceedingsis/
are decided or broughtto an end.

18. NotificationofanyInterimSuspension Orderissuedshallbegivenassoonasreasonably
practicable tothe individual concerned and/orthe Club withwhich theindividualis associated.

ATTENDANCE AT AND PARTICIPATION IN MATCHES

19 Anindividual may take partin or attend at a Match only on condition that such individual
observestheRules,andeach Affiliated Association, Competitionand Clubisrequiredtoobserve
and enforce such Rules.

20 Each Affiliated Association, Competition and Club shall be responsible for ensuring:

(@) that its directors, players, officials, employees, servants, representatives,
spectators,andallpersonspurportingtobeitssupportersorfollowers,conductthemselves
inanorderly fashion and refrain from any one or combination of the following: improper,
violent,threatening,abusive,indecent,insultingorprovocativewordsorbehaviour,
(including, withoutlimitation,whereanysuchconduct,wordsorbehaviourincludesa
reference, whether express orimplied, toany one or more of ethnic origin, colour, race,
nationality, religionorbelief, gender,genderreassignment, sexual orientation or disability)
whilstattending atortaking partinaMatchinwhichitisinvolved, whetheronits own
ground or elsewhere; and

(b) thatno spectators or unauthorised persons are permitted to encroach onto the
pitcharea, saveforreasons of crowd safety, ortothrowmissiles, bottlesorother
potentially harmful or dangerous objects at or on to the pitch.

21 Any Affiliated Association, Competition or Clubwhichfailseffectivelytodischargeitssaid
responsibilityinanyrespectwhatsoevershallbe guiltyofMisconduct. Itshallbeadefencein
respectofchargesagainsta Clubfor Misconductby spectators and all persons purporting tobe
supportersorfollowersofthe Club, ifitcanshowthatall events, incidents oroccurrences



complained of were the result of circumstances over which ithad no control, or for reasons of
crowd safety, andthatitsresponsible officers oragentshad usedalldue diligence to ensure that
its said responsibility was discharged.

Thisdefence shall notapply where the Misconductby spectators orany other person purporting
tobe asupporterorfollower ofthe Clubincluded areference, whether expressorimplied, toany
one or more of ethnic origin, colour, race, nationality, religion or belief, gender, gender
reassignment, sexual orientation or disability.

22 Anyindividualreferredtoin Rule E20above maybe removed fromanyground, and such
force used as may be necessary for the purpose of effecting such removal.

23 Each Clubisexpectedtoprovide a private way fromthe playingareatodressing room
wherever thisis practicable.

24 Each Clubshallhavebills printed and postedintheirgrounds, threatening with expulsion
anyone responsibleforanyinsulting orimproper conducttowards a Match Official.

ANTI-DOPING

25 AParticipantshallcomplywith the provisions of any anti-doping regulations and any
social drugs regulations of The Associationfromtime totimeinforce.

SUSPENSION FOR SERIOUS CRIMINAL OFFENCES

26 Councilshallhave the powerto order thata Participantbe suspended fromall orany
specific football activity for such period and on such terms and conditions asit considers fit
wherethe Participanthasbeen convicted of a criminal offence and where Council considers
there to be arisk of physical harmto another Participant or Participants through the convicted
Participant’s continuing participation inthe game.

F. POWERS OFINQUIRY

POWERS OF INQUIRY OF THE ASSOCIATION

1 The Association shall have the powerto monitor the compliance by each Participant
withthe Rules, the Laws ofthe Game, the statutesandregulations of FIFAand UEFAandthe
rulesandregulations of each Affiliated Association and Competition to which a Participantis
subjectand/orinquireintoanyincident, factsormatterswhichmayconstitute misconduct
undertheseRules. Itisfor The Associationto determineinits absolute discretionthe mannerin
which it conducts an inquiry.

2 IncarryingoutitsfunctionsunderRule F1, The Association shallhave the powerto
require of any Participant upon reasonable notice:

(@) hisorherattendance to answer questions and provide information atatime and
place determined by The Association; and

(b) the provisionto The Association of documents, information or any other material
of any nature held by the Participant; and

(c) the procurement and provision to The Association of documents, information
oranyothermaterialofanynaturenotheldbythe ParticipantbutwhichtheParticipant
has the power to obtain.

Itisfor The Association to determine the nature and extent of any material required for
disclosure in accordance with (b) or (c).

WhereaParticipantisinterviewed by The Association pursuanttosub-paragraph(a)above, such
interviewmay be recorded by any method determined by The Associationinitsabsolute
discretion to be appropriate, including tape-recording.



Acopy ofanysuchrecording shallbe provided to the Participantas soon as practicable afterthe
interview.

3 Anyfailure by aParticipanttocomply withanyrequirementunder Rule F2 may
constitute Misconductunderthe Rulesand The Associationmaybringacharge orsuchcharges
asitseesfit.

4 Each Affiliated Association, Competition, or Club shall ensure the compliance by its
officials, directors, players, representatives or servantswitharequirementto answerquestions
and provide information and/or produce any one ora combination of documents, information or
other material in whatever form held.

5 Incarrying outitsfunctionsunder Rule F1, The Association may requestany personwho
isnota Participantto assistit by producing any one or a combination of documents, information
orothermaterialinwhatever form held and/or answering questions and providing information.

6 ThepowersofTheAssociation,assetoutinRulesF1toF5above, shallbe exercisedon
the authority of Council as it sees fit.

7 The Association may share information thatitholds aboutany Participantwith a public
body (including, but notlimited to, UK Anti-Doping, WADA and the Gambling Commission)
sportsgoverning body orcompetition organiser (including, butnotlimited to, UEFAand FIFA),
where The Associationreasonably considers suchsharingisnecessaryinorderto-

(@) carry outits functions under Rule F1; and/ or
(b) protectthe integrity of football or sport generally.

The Associationwillensure thatany sharing ofinformationis carried outinaccordance with data
protection law.

8 Saveinrespectofany matterto be dealtwith under Rules F1to F5above,acommission
ofinquirymaybeappointedbythechairmanofthe FootballRegulatory Authorityfromtimeto
time (or,inhisorherabsence, thedeputychairmanofthe FootballRegulatory Authority) asit
seesfitand may consistof such personsand have suchterms of reference as are considered
appropriate. The terms of reference of the commission of inquiry may be published atthe time of
itsappointment. Thetermsofreference mayrelatetoany matterconnectedwiththe affairs of
The Association.

9 Acommissionofinquirymayadoptsuchproceduresasitconsidersappropriate;and
shall have the same powers as setoutunder Rules F2,4 and 5 above.

10 A commission of inquiry shall present a report to the chairman of the Football
Regulatory Authority (or,inhisorherabsence, the deputy chairman ofthe Football Regulatory
Authority).

The chairman of the Football Regulatory Authority fromtime totime (or, in hisor herabsence,
thedeputychairmanofthe Football Regulatory Authority) maypublishareportinanyway
considered appropriate, subject to law or statute, and taking into account matters of
confidentiality and/or commercial sensitivity.

G. DISCIPLINARY POWERS

JURISDICTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

1 Misconductunder Rule E1(a) shall be dealt with by The Association, or an Affiliated
Associationonits behalf, notwithstanding thatthe alleged breach may constitute Misconduct
undertherules and regulations of an Affiliated Association or Competition.

2 The Association shallhave the powertotake disciplinary actionin allcaseswhere facts or
matters give rise to alleged Misconductunder Rule E1(b) to (f) inclusive and these powers of The
Association shall be exercised on the authority of Council as it seesfit.

3 Factsormattersgivingrisetoalleged MisconductunderRule E1(b)to (f)inclusive, which
also giverise toan alleged breach of the rules and/or regulations of:



(@) the Premier League orthe EFL, may be dealtwith by The Association under the
Rules and regulations of The Association, unless The Associationand eitherthe Premier
Leagueorthe EFLasappropriate, agree thateitherleague shallact; or(b) aCompetition
otherthanthose referred to at Rule G3(a) above, shall be dealt with by the Competition
havingjurisdictionunderitsrulesandregulations,unlessThe Associationand/oran
Affiliated Associationacts. ACompetitionshallnotactbefore The Association or Affiliated
Association acts.

4 ThepowertoimposeapenaltyorotherorderforMisconductshallbeexercisedonthe
authority of Council asitseesfit. The powertoimpose aninterimor provisional suspensionorder
where possible Misconductisalleged orunderinvestigation shallbe exercised onthe authority of
Council as it seesfit.

H. APPEALS TO AN APPEAL BOARD

1 There shallbe aright ofappealtoan Appeal Board under the Rules and regulations of
TheAssociation onlywherethe Rulesandregulations of The Association expressly provide for
suchanappealorinanyothercasewhere The Association, acting bythe Chief Executive Officer
(or his or her nominee), agrees to an appeal taking place.

2 There shallbe norightofappealtoan Appeal Board underthe Rulesandregulations of
The Associationwhere an appeal has beenheard by the Premier League, orthe EFL, oran
Affiliated Associationinrespectofadecision ofaCompetition, orinrespectofdecisionsarising
outofcompetitions of Affiliated Associations where the rules and regulations provide thatsuch
decisions arefinal.

3 An Appeal may be made only by:
(@) the person or body who is the subject of the original decision appealed against;
(b) The Association;or

(c) inrespectofcertaindecisionsmade underandprescribed by the Anti-Doping
Regulations, FIFA, WADA, orthe NADO.

4 Anappealshallbedealtwithundertherelevantregulations of The Association fromtime
totimein force.

l.  FINANCIAL RECORDS

1 @) Records to be Kept

An Affiliated Association, Competitionor Club shallkeepaccountingrecordsforrecording
thefactand nature ofallpaymentsandreceipts soasto disclose withreasonable accuracy,
atanytime, thefinancial positionincludingthe assets and liabilities of the Affiliated
Association, Competition or Club.

(b) Records to be Retained
An Affiliated Association, Competition or Club must retain accounting records for six years.
(c) Corporate Bodies — Accounts

An Affiliated Association, Competition or Club whichisformed andregistered underthe
2006 Actshall,ondemand, forwardto The Associationacopy ofitsannualaccounts most
recently approved by its board of directors. Such accounts must:

0] be preparedinaccordance withthe requirements ofthe 2006 Actand any
other applicable regulatory requirements; and

(i) have attached eitheranaccountant’s compilation reportoran auditreport
prepared by anindependent Appropriately Qualified Accountant. A copy of the
report mustbe provided to The Association with the accounts; and

(iii) be laid before the members of the Club at a general meeting.



An affiliated Association, Competition or Clubisrequired tofile a setofannual accounts
withthe Registrarof Companieswithinthe period available fordelivering suchaccounts
under the 2006 Act.

Ifthe Affiliated Association, Competition or Clubisa Subsidiary Undertaking, then the
annual accounts ofany Group of whichitisamember mostrecently approved byits board
of directors shall also on demand be forwarded to The Association.

(d) Unincorporated Bodies — Financial Statements

AnAffiliated Association, Competitionor Clubwhich doesnotprepare annualaccountsin
accordance withthe 2006 Actshall prepare annual accounts, including a profitandloss
account and balance sheet.

Such accounts must:
() be forwarded to The Association on demand; and

(i) be prepared within nine months of the financial year end of the Affiliated
Association, Competition or Club; and

(i) bepreparedinaccordance with the constitution of the Affiliated Association,
Competition or Club and any applicable regulatory or legal requirements; and

(iv)  haveattached eitheranaccountant’s compilation reportoranauditreport
prepared by anindependent Appropriately Qualified Accountant; and

(v) have beenlaid before the members ofthe Affiliated Association, Competition
orClub atageneral meeting called inaccordance with its constitution.

(e) Bodies Requiredto Prepare only a Receipts and Payments Statement

An Affiliated Association, Competition or Clubthatisnotamember ofthe Premier League,
the EFL, The National League, the Isthmian League, the Northern Premier League orthe
Southern League andis notaFullMember or Associate Member of The Association and
doesnotowngrossassetsexceedingtenthousand pounds,anddoesnotprepareaccounts
underthe provisions of RulesI1(c) or (d) mustprepare an annual Receiptsand Payments
Statementin aform acceptable to The Association.

Such aReceipts and Payments Statement must be prepared within nine months of the
financialyearend ofthe Affiliated Association, Competition or Cluband mustbe approved
by its board or executive committee.

AcopyofanyReceiptsand Payments Statementshall,ondemand, be forwardedto The
Association or relevant Affiliated Association.

U] Errors and Omissions to be Reported

Any material errors or omissionsin the accounting records of an Affiliated Association,
Competition or Club must be reported by such body to The Association or, inthe case ofa
Competitionnotsanctioned by The Association, oraClub notbeing a FullMember Club nor
an Associate Member Club, to the relevant Affiliated Association.

(@) Documentationof LoansMadetoaClub

Allloansextendedtoa Clubshould be documented. Copiesofthe documentation should
beretained by the Club. The loan document should include the following information:

0] the value of the loan;

(i) the length of the loan;

(iii) the interest rate charged, and whether this is fixed or variable;
(iv) repaymentterms;

(V) the full names of the individual or corporate body extending the loan; and



(vi) the termsin the event of a default onthe loan, and the document should be
signed by two Club Officials or Management Committee Members who are
independent of the party extending the loan

(h) Gate Records to be Kept by Clubs

WhenaClubchargesforadmissiontoamatch, itisnecessaryforthatClubtohavea
systemthat enables them to:

0] record the full gate receipts for each Match;

(i) accountforthefullgate receiptsinthe Club’s accounting recordsand bank
account; and

(iii) accurately record the number of entrantsinto the ground for each Match.
The Clubshouldretaindocumentation supportingthissystemforsixyears.

PROVISIONS RELATING TO CLUBS

2

@) Form of Clubs

AClubmustnotbe asoletraderand musthave Articles of Association, rules or other form
ofwritten constitutioninaformacceptableto The Associationthatasaminimumis
capable of complying with the following provisions.

(b) General Provisions

AClubshallincludethefollowing provisionsinits Articles of Association (where acorporate
body) or Club rules (where an unincorporated association):

0) “Themembersandthedirectorsofthecompanyshallsoexercisetheir
rights, powersanddutiesand shallwhere appropriate usetheirbestendeavoursto
ensurethatothersconductthemselvessothatthe businessandaffairsofthe
companyare carriedoutinaccordancewiththe Rulesandregulationsof The
Football Association Limited for the time being inforce.

(i) No proposed alterationtothe provisions setoutherein shall be effective
unlessthe proposed alteration has been approved in writing by The Football
AssociationLimited 14daysormorebeforethedayonwhichthealterationis
proposed to take place.

(iii) The office of (a/an Director/Officer or Official) shall be vacated if such person
issubjecttoadecisionof The Football Association Limited thatsuchpersonbe
suspended from holding office or from taking partin any football activity relating to
the administration or management of afootball club.”

(c) Club Companies —Winding Up Provisions

AClubwhichisincorporated underthe 2006 Actshall have the following provisionsinits
Articles of Association:

“Onthewinding-up ofthe Company the surplus assets shall be applied, first, inrepaying
the Membersthe amountpaid ontheir sharesrespectively. If such assetsare insufficientto
repay the said amountin full, they shall be applied rateably, so thatthe loss shall fall upon
the Membersinproportiontotheamountcalled upontheirsharesrespectively. No
Member shall be entitled to have any call upon other Members for the purpose of adjusting
the Members’ rights; butwhere any callhas been made and has been paid by some ofthe
Memberssuchcallbe enforced againstthe remaining Membersforthe purpose of
adjusting the rights of the Members between themselves.

Ifthe surplus assets shall be more than sufficient to pay to the Members the whole amount
paid upontheir shares, the balance shall be given by the Members of the Club, ator before
the time of dissolution asthey shall direct, to The Football Association Benevolent Fund, or
tosome CluborlInstituteinthe [hereinsertthe name ofthe appropriate city or county]



having objects similar to those set outin the Memorandum of Association orto any local
charity, or charitable orbenevolentinstitution situate within the said [here insertthe name
of the appropriate city or county].

In default of any such decision or apportionment by the Members of the Club, the same to
be decided upon and apportioned by a Judge of the High Court of Justice having
jurisdictioninsuchwinding-up or dissolution and as he shall determine.

Alternatively such balance may be disposed ofin such other mannerasthe Members of
the Club may, withthe written consent of The Football Association Limited, determine.”

Wherea Clubisregistered asa Community Interest Company underthe 2006 Actorasa
registered society underthe Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, it
shallinclude allofthe above provisionsinits Articles of Association orrules. Shouldthese
provisions notbe acceptable to the relevant Regulator, any proposed variation from the
above provisions must receive prior written approval from The Association. The Association
will consider any such variations on a case by case basis.

(d) Unincorporated Clubs —Winding Up Procedures

AClubwhichisanunincorporated association shall have the following provisionsinits
Rules:

“Any surplus assets remaining after the discharge ofthe debts and liabilities of the Club
shallbetransferredtoanotherClub, Competition, ParentAssociationor The Associationfor
use by them for related community sports”.

(e) Notifiable Changes

AClub shall notalter its constitution or make a material change to its financial structure
without prior notificationto The Association orif nota Full or Associate Member Club then
the Parent Association of the Club. Any new entity shall be deemed, for the purposes of
playing status in a Competition, to be anew Club.

Forthe purposes ofthis Rule, an alteration in constitution or material change in financial
structure shallinclude such aswinding-up of a Club, incorporation of an unincorporated
Club,anagreementbywhichallthe assetsand goodwill ofthe Clubare sold ortransferred,
entry into compulsory or voluntary liquidation, the convening of a meeting of creditors or
the appointment of areceiver, administrative receiver, manager or administrator orifthe
ClubceasesforanyreasontocarryonbusinessorbecomesaParentUndertakingor
Subsidiary Undertaking.

CLUB BANK ACCOUNTS

3. Each Club must submitto The Association an authority signed by two directors (or two
authorised signatories where the Club is notalimited company) in respect of a specified bank
account, tobeinthe name ofand controlled by the Club, fromwhich The Association shall
receive,andintowhich The Association shallpay, moniesinaccordance withand subjecttothese
Rules.

Ifthe Club has assignedits entitlement to such monies or any part of them, paymentwill be
made by The Association asdirected inthe assignment. For the avoidance of doubtsuch
assignmentwillonlybe permittedifitisinaccordancewith The FAThird Party Interest
Regulations, in particular Regulation B1(iii) relating to permitted payments.

J. RULES, REGULATIONS AND LAWS OF THE GAME

1 (a) Alterations to Rules

Subjecttoanyprocedural provisionsassetoutinthe Articles, The Associationmaymake
alterationstothese Rulesasand when considered necessary, so asto conformto any
alterationstothe Memorandumof Associationof The Association orthe Articles.

(b) Forms



The Association shall settle the forms required by these Rules from time to time.
(c) Rules andRegulations

0] The Associationshallhavethe powertomake oraltersuchregulationsasare
deemed necessary to provide for matters arising fromortoimplementthese Rulesin
sofaras any suchregulationis notin conflict with any Rule.

(i) Affiliated Associationsand Clubsinmembershipwith The Associationand/or
an Affiliated Association, aswellas all other Participants, shallbe deemed to have
knowledge ofand be bound by the said Rule orregulationifthe same shallhave been
publishedby The Association,the productionofwhichshallconstituteatalltimes
undisputed proof of the validity of such Rule or regulation.

(d) Regulations Concerning Cup Competitions and Match Officials

The Associationisauthorised tomake suchregulationswithreferenceto“Cup
Competitions” and Match Officials, as it may deem expedient.

(e) Laws of the Game

The Lawsofthe Game asamended atameeting of the International Football Association
Boardineachcalendaryearshallcomeintoforceonsuchadateasisdirectedbythe
International Football Association Board.

U] Owners andDirectors

AParticipantshallcomplywith the provisions ofany regulationsrelating to“Owners and
Directors”asshallbeinforcefromtimetotime asdetermined by The Association.

(9) Safeguarding Children

AParticipantshallabide by anyregulationsfor safeguarding children as determined by
The Association fromtime to time.

ADVERTISING ON PLAYER’S CLOTHING

2 Advertising on Player’s wearing apparel is permitted providing such advertising complies
withrelevantregulations as determined by The Associationfromtime totimeinforce.

MIXED FOOTBALL

3 PlayersinaMatch mustbe ofthe same gender save for matchesinaplaying seasonin
the age groups Under 7 to Under 18 inclusive (as defined at Rule C).

K. ARBITRATION

AGREEMENT TO ARBITRATION

1 (a) SubjecttoRule K1(b),K1(c)andK1(d)below,anydispute ordifference between
anytwo or more Participants (which shallinclude, forthe purposes ofthis section ofthe Rules,
The Association)including butnotlimitedtoadispute arisingoutof orinconnection with
(including any question regarding the existence or validity of):

0] the Rulesandregulations of The Associationwhich areinforce fromtimeto
time;

(i) therulesandregulations ofan Affiliated Association or Competition which
areinforce fromtime totime;

(iii) the statutesandregulations of FIFAand UEFAwhichareinforce fromtime to
time; or

(iv) the Laws of the Game,

shall be referred to and finally resolved by arbitration under these Rules.



(b) Noarbitration shallbe commenced underthese Rulesunlessand untilthe party or
parties wishing to commence an arbitration under these Rules (the “Claimant(s)”) has
exhaustedallapplicablerightsofappeal pursuanttothe Rulesandregulationsof The
Association.

(©) Rule K1(a)shallnotapplytoany dispute or difference whichfallsto be resolved
pursuant to any rules from time to time in force of any Affiliated Association or
Competition.

(d) RuleK1(a)shall not operate to provide an appeal against the decision of a
Regulatory Commissionoran Appeal Board underthe Rulesand shalloperate onlyasthe
forumand procedure forachallenge to the validity of such decision under English law on
the grounds of ultravires (including error of law), irrationality or procedural unfairness, with
the Tribunal exercising a supervisory jurisdiction.

(e) The parties agree thatthe powers of the courtunder Sections 44, 45and 69 of the
Arbitration Act 1996 are excluded and shall notapplyto any arbitration commenced under
these Rules.

COMMENCEMENT OF ARBITRATION

2 (a) Inordertocommence anarbitrationunderthese Rulesthe Claimant(s) shallserve
on the other party or parties to the dispute (the “Respondent(s)”) a written notice of arbitration
(the “Notice of Arbitration”) which shall set out:

0] the names and addresses of the parties to the arbitration;

(i) abriefstatementdescribing the nature and circumstances of the dispute and
specifying the relief claimed;

(i) any proposalsinrelationto the procedures for the arbitration including any
proposed variation ofthe Standard Directions setoutunder Rule K 4(b) below; and
either

(iv) aproposal that a single arbitrator be appointed; or

(V) the name and address ofthe Claimant(s)'s appointed arbitrator (between
themifmorethanone),whomusthave confirmedtothe Claimant(s) hisorher
willingness and availability to accept the appointment.

(b) Within 14 days of service ofthe Notice of Arbitration, the Respondent(s) shalleach
serveonthe Claimant(s)and any otherRespondent(s) aresponsetothe Notice of
Arbitration (the “Response(s)”) which shall set out:

() anadmission or denial of all or part of the claims set outin the Notice of
Arbitration;

(i) abriefstatementofthe nature and circumstances ofthe Respondent(s)’s
denial, ifany, and of the nature and circumstances of any counterclaim;

(iii) aresponsetoanyproposalsmadebythe Claimantinthe Notice of
Arbitration inrelation to the procedures for the arbitration, together with any
proposals that the Respondent(s) may have;

(iv) aresponsetoanyproposal made bythe Claimantthatasingle arbitrator be
appointed, stating whether or notthat proposal is agreed to;

(V) where eitherthe Respondent does not agree to a proposal made by the
Claimantthatasinglearbitratorbe appointed, orwhere nosuch proposalis made,
the name and address of the Respondent(s)’s appointmentto actas appointed
arbitrator (betweenthemif morethanone), who musthave confirmedtothe
Respondent(s) his or herwillingness and availability to accept the appointment.

(©) Where the Claimant(s) proposes that a single arbitrator be appointedin
accordance with Rule K 2(a)(iv) and thisisnotagreed to by the Respondentinthe
Response, the Claimant(s) shallhave a further 7 (seven) daysfromreceipt ofthe



Responsetonotify the Respondentinwriting ofthe name and address ofthe Claimant(s)’s
appointed arbitrator (agreed between them if more than one), who must have confirmed
tothe Claimant(s) hisorherwillingness and availabilitytoacceptthe appointment.

(d) Where the parties agree to the appointment ofa sole arbitrator, the parties shall,
within14 daysofservice ofthe Response(s) agreetheidentity of the sole arbitrator.
Wherethe parties cannotagree ontheidentity ofthe sole arbitrator within 14 days of
service of the Response(s):

0] inadisputetowhich The Associationisnotaparty, the Chairman ofthe FRA
or his or her nominee shall appoint the sole arbitrator; or

(i) inadispute towhich The Associationisaparty, the Presidentofthe
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators shall appoint the sole arbitrator.

THE TRIBUNAL

3 €) IntheseRules, “Tribunal”’ meansthe arbitrator orarbitratorsappointed pursuantto
theseRulestodeterminethedispute. Subjecttotheappointmentofasinglearbitratorunder
RuleK2,RulesK (3)(c)(i) or (i) or Rule K (3)(d) below, the Tribunal shall consist of three
arbitrators. Wherethe Tribunal comprisesasolearbitrator, the sole arbitrator shallundertake the
duties of both the Tribunal and the chairman of the Tribunal.

(b) The Claimant(s) andthe Respondent(s) shallwithin 14 daysof service ofthe
Response(s) agree to the appointment of a third arbitrator who shall actas chairman of the
Tribunal.

(©) Where:

0) inadispute towhich The Associationis notaparty, any party failsto serve a
ResponseunderRule K2(b) above within 14 days of service of the Notice of
Arbitration, the chairman ofthe Tribunal or his or hernominee shall appoint eithera
single arbitrator, where the Claimant(s) consentstothis, oran arbitrator on behalf of
the Respondent(s)andthe chairman ofthe Tribunal. Suchappointmentswill
ordinarily be made within 14 days after the date upon which the Response(s) should
havebeenserved,butmaybemadelater. ARespondentshallhave norightto
oppose sucharbitrator(s)whoshallbetreated asifappointed (oragreedtoin
respect of the appointment of a single arbitrator or the chairman of the Tribunal) by
the Respondent(s);

(i) inadisputetowhich The Associationisaparty,any partyfailstoserve a
ResponseunderRule K2(b)above within 14 days of service of the Notice of
Arbitration, the Claimantshallforward acopy ofthe Notice of Arbitrationtothe
President ofthe Chartered Institute of Arbitrators who shall appoint eitherasingle
arbitrator,wherethe Claimantconsentstothis, oranarbitratoronbehalfofthe
Respondent(s) andthe chairman ofthe Tribunal. Such appointmentswill ordinarily
bemadewithin14daysafterthedate uponwhichthe Response(s)shouldhave
beenserved, butmaybe made later. ARespondentshall have norightto oppose
such arbitrator(s) who shall be treated asif appointed (oragreedtoin respect of the
appointment of a single arbitrator or the chairman of the Tribunal) by the
Respondent(s); and

(iii) the parties cannotagree onthe appointment of a third arbitrator who shall
actas chairman of the Tribunal under Rule K3(b) above:

(A) inadisputeinwhich The Associationis nota party, the chairman ofthe
Tribunalorhisorhernomineeshallappointthechairmanofthe Tribunalas
appropriate; or

(B) inadisputeinwhichThe Associationisaparty, the Presidentofthe
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators shall appointthe chairman ofthe Tribunal as
appropriate.

(d) Each arbitrator must be, and remain, impartial and independent of all the parties to



the arbitration at all times. Each arbitrator must be resident in England.

0] Anyarbitratormaybe challengedifcircumstancesexistthatgiverise to
justifiabledoubtsastothearbitrator'simpartialityorindependence. Apartywho
intendsto challenge an arbitrator shall send to the other party or parties a notice of
challenge setting outthe reasonsforits challenge within 14 days after notification of
the appointment of the challenged arbitrator, or within 14 days from the date when
thepartymakingthe challengeisinformedofthefactsandcircumstancesupon
whichthechallengeisbasedifsuchdateis subsequenttothereceiptofsuch
notification. Acopyofthenotice shallbesentatthe sametimetothearbitratorwho
ischallengedandthe othermembersofthe Tribunaland The Associationorthe
President of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (inthe eventthat either appointed
thearbitratorchallenged). The notification shallbeinwritingand shall state the
reasons for the challenge.

(i) If the other party or parties do(es) not agree to the challenge or the
challenged arbitrator does notwithdraw, the decision onthe challenge willbe made,
inadispute inwhich The Associationis notaparty, by the Chairman ofthe FRA or his
orhernominee, orinadisputeinwhich The Associationisaparty, by the President of
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. Ifthe challenge is sustained, areplacement
arbitrator shall be appointed pursuant to Rule K3(f).

(e) Intheeventthatthe procedure forthe appointmentofanyarbitratorfails, upon
the application by any party or parties, the Chairman ofthe FRA or hisor hernominee (ina
dispute towhich The Associationisnotaparty) or, the Presidentofthe Chartered Institute
of Arbitrators (in a dispute to which The Association is a party) shall make such
appointments as are necessary.

) If, foranyreason, an arbitratorbecomes unabletoactorrefusestoact, a
replacementshallbe appointedinthe same mannerasthe originalappointment.

PROCEDURE

4  (a) The periodsreferredtointhis Rule K4 shallbe calculated from (asappropriate) the
dateonwhichthe chairmanofthe Tribunalhasbeenappointed orthe date onwhichthe sole
arbitratoris appointed (referred to hereafter as the Tribunal having been “Fully Constituted”).

(b) SubjecttoRule K4(c) below, thefollowing Standard Directions shallapplytothe
conduct of an arbitration underthese Rules:

0) within 21 days, the Claimant(s) shall serve its (their) Points of Claim;
(i) within 42 days, the Respondent(s) shall serve its (their) Points of Defence;

(iii) within 70 days, the parties shallexchange statements of the withesses they
will relyupon;

(iv)  within98days,the partiesshallexchange and serve onthe Tribunaltheir
written submissions;and

(v) within 119 days, the hearing shall take place.

(c) Inthe eventthatany or all ofthe parties wish to vary the Standard Directions, or
wishforanyotherdirectiontobe given(suchasinrelationtodisclosure orexpert
evidence), then:

() the parties shall be free to agree toavariation ofthe Standard Directions, or
for other directions to be given; or

(i) intheeventthatthepartiescannotreachanagreementastodirections,
eitherpartymayatanytimeapplyinwritingtothe Tribunalforthedirectionstobe
varied, or for any other directions to be given.

(d) Invaryingthe Standard Directions, ormaking otherdirections, the Tribunalshall
exerciseits powerswithaviewtoobtaining afairresolution ofthe dispute without
unnecessary delay orexpense, and shallmake itsdirections as soonasreasonably



practicable.

(e) Unlessotherwise agreedbytheparties, the powersofthe Tribunalunder RulesK
4(c)andK4(d)shallbe carried outbythe chairmanofthe Tribunalonhisorherown.

() The parties shall be entitled to agree all other procedural and evidential matters,
failing which suchmatters shallbe determined by the Tribunal. These mattersmayinclude
(butare notlimited to):

0] whether to apply strict rules of evidence or any other rules as to the
admissibility, relevance orweight of any material tendered by a party on any matter
offactorexpertopinionandtodetermine the true mannerand forminwhich
material should be exchanged between the parties and presented to the Tribunal;
and

(i) whetherthere shouldbe a hearing or hearings before the Tribunal or
whetherthe dispute should be determined on the basis of written submissionsand
documents alone.

9) Inthe event of default by either party in respect of any matter under these Rules or
of any order or direction of the Tribunal (or of an Interim Tribunal under Rule K8(c) below),
the Tribunalshallhave the power, uponapplication by any party or ofits own motion:

0] to debar that party from further participation, in whole orin part, in the
arbitration; and/or

(i) proceed with the arbitration and deliver its award; and/or
(i) make such other order as it sees fit.

(h) Partiesmayberepresentedinanarbitration conducted underthese Rulesbya
Solicitor or Barrister or any other individual of their choice.

THE TRIBUNAL’S GENERAL POWERS

5

The Tribunal shall have power to:
() determine any question of law or fact arising in the course of the arbitration;
(i) determine any question as to its own jurisdiction

(iii) orderastay oradjournmentofthe arbitral proceedings, providedthatitisjustand
equitable to do so;

(iv) summarily determine the claim, including having the powerto grantsummary
award or strike-outifitis justand equitable to do so;

(V) orderthe Claimant to provide security for costs of the arbitration;

(vi)  alloweitherparty uponsuchterms (asto costs and otherwise) asit shall thinkfit to
amend any statement of case (including the Notice of Arbitration, Response, Points of
Claim and Points of Defence);

(vii)  givedirectionsinrelationtothe preservation, custody, detention, disclosure,
inspection or photographing of property owned by orin the possession of a party to the
arbitration;

(viii)  givedirectionsastothe preservation ofevidence inthe custody or control of a
party;

(ix) direct that a witness be examined on oath;

(x) require each party to give notice of identity of withesses itintends to call;
(xi) require exchange of witness statements and any experts’ reports;

(xii)  appointone or more experts to report to it on specific issues;

(xiii)  requireapartyto give any such expertany relevantinformation or to produce or
provide access to any relevantdocument or property;



(xiv)  orderthatatranscript be taken of the proceedings;

(xv)  extendorabbreviate anytimelimits provided under Rule Kor bythe directions
ordered by the Tribunal;

(xvi)  requirethe partiestoattend such proceduralmeetings asitdeems appropriate to
identify or clarifythe issuesto be decided andthe proceduresto be adopted; and

(xvii) givesuchotherlawfuldirectionsasitshalldeemnecessarytoensurethe
expeditious, economical, justand final determination of the dispute.

DUTIES OF THE PARTIES

6

The parties shall do allthings necessary for the proper and expeditious conduct of the

arbitration and shall comply without delay with any directions of the Tribunal as to procedural or
evidential matters.

REMEDIES

;

The Tribunal shall have the power to:

0) make a declaration as to any matter to be determined in the proceedings;
(i) order the payment of a sum of money;

(i) award simple or compound interest;

(iv) order a party to do or refrain from doing anything;

(V) order specific performance of acontract (other than a contract relating to land);
and

(vi) orderthe rectification, setting aside or cancellation of a deed or other document.

INTERIM APPLICATIONS

8

(@) Section 44 of The Arbitration Act 1996 shall not apply tothe arbitrations
commenced under this Rule K.

(b) Followingthe Tribunal having been Fully Constituted, the parties shall make any
applicationforinterimrelieftothe Tribunal, which shall determine any such applicationsas
itseesfitwiththe Tribunalexercisingthe powersprovidedunderRuleK5and Rule K7
above.

(c) Inthe eventthatapartywishestoseekinterimreliefpriortothe Tribunalbeing
Fully Constituted, thenthat party shall be entitled to seek suchreliefin accordance with the
following procedure:

0) The party seeking interimrelief (the “Applicant”) shall serve its application
onthe other party andfile its application (the “Application”) with Sport Resolutions
(UK), contactdetails forwhich can be obtained fromthe Disciplinary Department at
The Association.

(i) Within 2 Business Days of being served with the Application, Sport
Resolutions(UK)shallappointasingle arbitrator,whoshallbeaBarristeror Solicitor
of seven or more years’ standing, to hearthe Application (the “Interim Tribunal”);

(iii) The Interim Tribunal shall decide all procedural and evidential matters and
shallgive directionswithin2 Business Days ofitsappointment. The directions shall
include withoutlimitation:

(A) the extenttowhich there shall be oral or written evidence or
submissions;

(B) whetherto have an oral hearingto determine the Application, or
whether to determine the Application on paper.



(iv) Indetermining the Application the Interim Tribunal shall exercise the powers
provided under Rule K5 and Rule K7 above.

(V) The Interim Tribunal’saward shallbe in writing and shall be provided to both
parties and to the Tribunal.

(vi)  SubjecttoRule K8(c)(vii)below, the Applicant shallbe responsible for the
costs of the Interim Tribunal.

(vii)  The Interim Tribunal shall have the power but notthe obligation to:

(A) make such orderagainstone ormore ofthe partiesasitconsiders
appropriate astothe costs ofthe Application, which shallinclude:

() the fees and expenses of the Interim Tribunal and any hearings;

(i) the parties’legaland other costsinthe Application, including administrative
costs (if any); and,

(iii) the parties’legaland othercostsincurredinany costassessmentor
determination under Rule K8(c)(ix) below.

(B) orderthat the costs of the Application be reserved to the Tribunal.

(viiy  Inappropriate casesthe Interim Tribunal may award costsonanindemnity
basis.

(ix) The Interim Tribunal shallhave the powerto assess or determine the costs of
the Application (either summarily or upon detailed representations by the parties) if
requested to do so by either party.

PROVISIONAL AWARD

9 The Tribunal shallhave the powerto make provisionalawards during the proceedings
includingwithoutlimitationrequiring aparty to make aninterimpaymentonaccountofthe
claimorthe costs ofthe arbitration. Any such provisional award shall be taken into accountwhen
the final award is made.

AWARD

10

(@) The Tribunal shallmake its award (“the Award”) inwriting and, unless all parties
otherwiseagreeinwriting, shall state thereasonsforitsdecision. The Award shallbe dated
andsignedbythe Tribunal. Withoutprejudicetoits obligationsunderRule K11, the
Tribunalshallinform The Association ofits Award and provide The Associationwithacopy
of any written decision.

(b) Subjecttothe provisionsofsections 67 and 68 ofthe Arbitration Act 1996, the
Awardshallbefinalandbindingonthe partiesfromthedatethatitismade, whoshallbe
deemedtohave waivedirrevocably anyrighttoappeal, review orrecoursetoacourtoflaw,
arbitral body or any other body of any nature.

(c) Wherethere werethree arbitrators and the Tribunal failsto agree onanyissue, the
arbitrators shall decide thatissue by amajority. Failing amajority decisionon anyissue,
the chairman of the Tribunal shall decide thatissue.

CONFIDENTIALITY

11

(@) The parties shallpreserve andrespectthe confidentiality ofthe arbitration
proceedings, including the issuesinthe dispute and the evidence and arguments
presented by the parties.

(b) Subjectto Rules K11(c)to K11(e), no disclosure shall be made to any third party of



the existence ofthe proceedings, the contents ofany documentsorotherevidence
produced inthe arbitration or any procedural decision of the Tribunal orits Award, orany
partofthem save and to the extent that the disclosure may be required of a party by legal
duty, to protect or pursue alegal right or to enforce an award, except with the prior written
agreement of the parties to the arbitration.

(c) Where The Associationis partytoanarbitration, unlessotherwise agreedbetween
thepartiesthe Awardshallbe made public, subjecttoappropriateredactionto protect
third partyconfidentiality.

(d) Where the Associationis nota party to anarbitration, acopy of any Award, interim
award or otheraward or decision (whether provisional or otherwise) of a Tribunal, single
arbitratororInterimTribunalmustbe providedto The Associationwithin 24 hours of it
havingbeenmadebyanypartiestothe proceedings. Where The Association considers, in
itsabsolute discretion, thatthe terms of any such Award, interim award or other award or
decisionare ofgeneralimportancetoParticipants, The Association may, subjectto
appropriate redaction to protect confidentiality, produce (in such amanner and to such
Participants as it considers appropriate) a summary of it.

(e) Insuch cases, The Association shall provide the summaryto the chairman ofthe
Tribunal, orInterim Tribunal, orsingle arbitrator (asapplicable) and shall provide themwith
areasonable opportunitytoprovidecommentpriortopublication. However, thefinal
contentandtimingofanypublicationshallbe atthesolediscretionof The Association.

COSTS

12

(@) TheTribunal shall have the power but not the obligation to make suchorder
againstone ormoreofthe partiesasitconsiders appropriate astothe costs ofthe
arbitration, which shall include:

0) the fees and expenses of the arbitrators and any hearings;

(i) the parties’legaland othercostsinthearbitration, including administrative
costs (if any); and,

(iii) the parties’legaland othercostsincurredinany costassessmentor
determination under Rule K12(c) below.

(b) In appropriate cases the Tribunal may award costs on anindemnity basis.

(c) The Tribunalshallhavethe powertoassessordeterminethe costs (either
summarily orupon detailed representations by the parties) if requested to do so by either
party.

SERVICE OF DOCUMENTS

13

(@) Any document served under this Rule K (including any Notice of Arbitration or
Response) willbe deemedto be received by the relevant party on a particular day, if itis
received bythatbody orperson (asappropriate) ator before 17:00 hoursonaBusiness
Day. Ifitisreceived atanytimethereafter, orifitisreceived duringanon-Business Day, it
willbe deemedtohave beenreceivedthe nextBusiness Day (the “Date of Receipt”). Any
time periods stipulatedinthis Rule Kare deemedto commence fromthe Date of Receipt.

(b) Any document served under this Rule K shall be deemed to be served:

0] inperson: Onthatday, ifitisdelivered ona Business Day before 17:00, failing
whichitwillbedeemedtobeserved onthe nextfollowing Business Day afteritis
delivered;

(i) byfirstclass postorbyregistered post: Onthe second Business Day afterthe
date of posting; or



(iii) byfacsimile oremailtransmission: Onthatdayi, ifitistransmittedona
Business Day before 17:00, failing whichitwillbe deemedtobe served onthe next
Business Day afteritis transmitted.

(c) Where The Association is not a party to the dispute, the Claimant(s) and
Respondent(s) must:

0] sendacopyofallstatements ofcase (includingthe Notice of Arbitration,
Response, Points of Claim and Points of Defence), applications, evidence and written
submissionsto The Association atthe same time that such documents are sentto
the other party or parties to the dispute; and

(i) provide The Association with acopy ofany decision, order oraward of the
Tribunal, or of any Interim Tribunal, upon receipt of the same.

GOVERNING LAW AND SEAT OF THE ARBITRATION

14
(@) These Rules and any arbitration pursuant to them shall be governed by English law.

The Tribunalshallapply Englishlaw (both proceduraland substantive) indetermining any
dispute referred to arbitration under the Rules.

(b) TheseatofanyarbitrationunderthisRule Kshallbe EnglandandWalesand,
unlessotherwise agreedbetweenthepartiesand The Association, thearbitration shallbe
conducted in the English language.

L. FAIRPLAY INFOOTBALL

Fair play in football means that EVERYONE connected with football:
(@) showsunderstandingofandrespectforthe Lawsofthe Game;

(b) supportsthe beliefthatthe game should be played in an entertaining and positive
way; and

(c) behavesonand offthefieldinasportingmannertowardsall othersinvolved, be
they players, officials or spectators, irrespective of results.

M. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

1 TheRulesof The Associationandallregulations made thereunderinforceimmediately
prior to the Effective Date shall be applied in relation to all disputes in connection with
proceedingswhichhave beencommenced on or before the Effective Date untilthe conclusion
of suchproceedings.

2 All Full Member Clubs, Associate Member Clubs, County Associations and Other Football
Associationswho are recognised as suchimmediately prior to the Effective Date shall, forthe
purposesofRules A3(c)andA4(a)(i)and (ii),be accordedtheirrespective statusby The
Association as on the Effective Date.



