
62 LAW 1 – THE FIELD OF PLAY

Field markings

It is not permissible to mark the field of play with broken lines or furrows.

If a player makes unauthorised marks on the field of play with his foot, he 

must be cautioned for unsporting behaviour. If the referee notices this being 

done during the match, he must caution the offending player for unsporting 

behaviour when the ball next goes out of play. 

Only the lines indicated in Law 1 are to be marked on the field of play. 

Where artificial surfaces are used, other lines are permitted provided that they 

are of a different colour and clearly distinguishable from the lines used for 

football.

Goals

If the crossbar becomes displaced or broken, play is stopped until it has been 

repaired or replaced in position. If it is not possible to repair the crossbar, 

the match must be abandoned. The use of a rope to replace the crossbar is 

not permitted. If the crossbar can be repaired, the match is restarted with a 

dropped ball from the position of the ball when play was stopped, unless play 

was stopped inside the goal area, in which case the referee drops the ball on 

the goal area line parallel to the goal line at the point nearest to where the ball 

was located when play was stopped.



63LAW 1 – THE FIELD OF PLAY

Commercial advertising

Advertising on the ground shall be at least 1 m (1 yd) from the boundary lines 

of the field of play.

Upright advertising shall be at least: 

•	 1 m (1 yd) from the touch lines of the field of play 

•	 the same distance from the goal line as the depth of the goal net, and 

•	 1 m (1 yd) from the goal net

No form of commercial advertising, whether real or virtual, is permitted on the 

field of play, on the ground within the area enclosed by the goal nets or the 

technical area, or within 1 m (1 yd) of the touch line from the time the teams 

enter the field of play until they have left it at half-time and from the time the 

teams re-enter the field of play until the end of the match. Similarly, advertising 

is not permitted on the goals, nets, flagposts or their flags and no extraneous 

equipment (cameras, microphones, etc.) may be attached to these items.

Logos and emblems

The reproduction, whether real or virtual, of representative logos or emblems 

of FIFA, confederations, member associations, leagues, clubs or other bodies 

is forbidden on the field of play, the goal nets and the areas they enclose, the 

goals, the flagposts and their flags during playing time.


