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Unite the Game
Inspire the Nation
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OUR STORY



“The biggest problem you have is that you know nothing 
about football…”





LEWES FC - OUR STORY

Lewes FC

Football has been played at the 

Dripping Pan since 1885, making 

it one of the oldest constantly 

used grounds in the world.

In 2010, Lewes FC became a 

100% community-owned, non-

profit entity.

We have around 1,500 equal 

owners across 26 countries.

Each owner can own only one 

share, thereby lowering our risk of 

becoming too dependent or overly 

influenced by one or two single 

rich individuals.

Our board is elected from among 

the owners.  This means that we 

not only serve our community, we 

are our community.













LEWES FC - OUR STORY

Lewes FC

In 2017, Lewes FC become the first club in the world to have 

equal playing and marketing budgets for women and men. 

We allocate all club resources equally by gender. 



LEWES FC - OUR STORY

Lewes FC

Our equality principles have generated many media stories and a global attention



LEWES FC - OUR PRINCIPLES

Lewes FC

The first (and only) club world in 

the world to allocate resources 

equally by gender.

Our players, Directors and Staff 

frequently speak to the media 

and in forums about our values, 

our principles and our stance on 

equality.

We use our pitch hoardings and 

our front of shirt to promote 

powerful messages promoting 

social good.

Sponsors must be aligned with the 

club’s principles and values. We 

have declined lucrative 

sponsorship opportunities in the 

past where we have felt our 

values may be compromised.



LEWES FC - UN AWARD

Lewes FC

UN Women UK HeForShe Award 

2019 

On September 4 2019, Lewes FC 

was awarded the Inspiration 

Award for an outstanding 

contribution to advancing gender 

equality in the UK



IMPACT



Approx 100 women and girls play 

football across our elite talent 

pathway (from U14s to the first team) 

We punch above our weight alongside 

household names. In our first game of 

the 2019-2020 season, we beat 

Blackburn Rovers 5-1.

The men’s team were promoted, the 

first year after introducing pay parity 

and junior team (U18s) champions of 

Sussex for past two seasons

The women’s team have six players 

who play international football at 

senior level for Wales, Scotland and 

Cyprus.

LEWES FC - IMPACT ON THE PITCH

Lewes FC



100% community owned. 

100+ volunteers dedicate their time 
and skills.

200 boys and girls play for Lewes 
Juniors

“Football Therapy” sessions promote 

mental well-being across the 

community with trained support 
workers.

Walking Football established for 
women over the age of 40 

Competitive “Vets football” for men 
and women aged 35+.

LEWES FC - IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

Lewes FC



The first football club in the UK to 
install solar-panels.

The first football club to erect 

“Football v Homophobia” pitch 
barriers.

A vocal club, that campaigned for 

equal prize money in the FA Cup, 

generating debate in the UK 

Parliament. 

First football club to have an Anti-

Gambling Charity on the front of our 

Men’s shirts despite playing in a 

league sponsored by a gambling 

company

LEWES FC - IMPACT IN THE COUNTRY

Lewes FC



Owners across 25 countries, bought in 

to the principles and values of Lewes 
FC.

Won the prestigous UN #HeforShe

prize in 2019  for leadership in driving 

forward gender equality in actions, not 
words.

Our “Rooks TV” generates approx 60k 
views per season.

Global relationships with leaders, 

clubs and organisations promoting 

gender equality in sport across the 
world.

LEWES FC - IMPACT IN THE WORLD

Lewes FC



There are these two young fish swimming along, and they happen to 

meet an older fish swimming the other way, who nods at them and says, 

“Morning, boys, how’s the water?” And the two young fish swim on for a 

bit, and then eventually one of them looks over at the other and goes, 

“What the hell is water?”

GET BIG, GET NICHE OR GET OUT…

We are the only football team in the world to pay men and women the same 

amounts for performing the same work.  Ask why not rather than why 

= Big and Niche



OUR PEOPLE



Lewes FC

LEWES FC – OUR FIRST TEAM SQUAD



THANK YOU
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HOW DO WE KNOW 
WE HAVE MADE IT?




