DISTRICT FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION YOUTH CHALLENGE CUP

COMPETITION RULES

Competition Secretary:

R Pullen

Telephone 01270 760763 or 07881 991414 (m)

Email: ray.pullen@cheshirefa.com
1 The Competition shall be called the Cheshire County Football Association, District Football

Association, Youth Challenge Cup Competition and shall be competed for by the District

Football Associations. The aim shall be to find suitable players for the County Youth Team.

Each District Association is responsible for ensuring that their players attend as required,

when selected.

2 The entire control and management of the Competition shall be vested in the Council. The

Council shall have power to formulate the Rules of the Competition and to alter or add to

the Rules as they, from time to time, deem expedient. The Council shall appoint a Youth

Committee which shall be empowered to control and manage the Competition on

their behalf and to give decisions on matters arising out of the Competition which, within

the Rules laid down by the Council, shall be deemed to be decisions of the Council. In any

matter not specifically mentioned in these Rules; the Youth Committee shall have power to

take such action and impose such penalties as it deems necessary.

3 The Committee shall meet as occasion demands and shall be entitled to such travelling

expenses and subsistence allowances as the Council may from time to time decide.

4 The Committee shall have power to co-opt with or without voting powers such other

persons to its membership as the Committee shall decide.

5 The Competition shall be played on a two League basis, with District teams divided as the

Committee shall decide.

6 The dates for the completion of all games shall be decided by the Committee.

7 In the League Competitions, 3 points shall be awarded for a win and 1 point for a draw.

Should two teams finish equal on points, the team with the greater goal difference shall be

declared the champions. In the event of two Districts being equal on both points and goal

difference there will be a play-off on neutral ground (unless both teams mutually agree

otherwise), under the conditions described in Rule 8. All games must be of 90 minutes

duration, or of two equal halves, except at provided for in Rule 8.

8 If a play-off ends in a draw after 90 minutes the winner shall be determined by

the taking of kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the procedure adopted by The

International Football Association Board.

9 The Final tie shall be played between the two Districts who finishes as Champions of each

of the two League Competitions and at a venue determined by the Committee

10 In the Final tie, where the scores are level at the end of normal time, the winner shall be determined 
by the taking of kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the procedure adopted by The 
International Football Association Board

11 At the conclusion of the Final tie, the Cup will be presented to the Winners and at the discretion of 
Council suitable mementos will be presented to the Winners, Runners-up and Match Officials.

12 Players must be under 17 years of age on 31 August previous and must be resident in the

area covered by the District Association, or a registered player of a Club in membership of

the District Association they represent. Any player selected to attend any representative or

other match arranged to meet the aim of this Competition, refusing to comply with the

arrangements for the playing of the match, or failing to attend such match may be adjudged

by the Council to have been guilty of misconduct and any Club or official who may be

deemed to have encouraged or instigated such player to commit a breach of instruction or

Rule shall be deemed to be guilty of a similar offence.

13 No player shall play for more than one District Association in the Competition in the same

season.

14 a) Each player taking part in the Competition shall sign a registration form prior to

playing in the Competition.
b) Any player who signs more than one registration form in the current season, except

as provided in paragraph (d) of this Rule, shall be debarred from the Competition

for that Season and will not be considered for selection for the Cheshire County

Youth Team.

c) Provided that he has not played in the Competition a player may cancel his

registration with a District FA by written application to the Competition Secretary.

Such cancellation must be confirmed as accepted by the Competition Secretary, in

writing, to the player and District FA concerned.

15 Each District Association must submit a minimum of thirteen (13) players’ registrations to

the Competition Secretary or his nominee, no later than seven days before their first team

game in each season’s Competition.

Failure to comply will result in a fine of £25.00.

16 District Associations may register players immediately before a game in cases of

emergency and any such registrations MUST BE COUNTERSIGNED by an official

member of the opposing District FA prior to the commencement of the game. Such

registrations must be submitted to the Competition's Secretary, or his nominee, within 72

hours of the game being played. Failure to comply will result in a fine of £25.

17 Any District playing an ineligible player will have three points deducted from its total, and

The Youth Committee or a Committee appointed by the Youth Committee may impose such

other penalty as it considers appropriate. In a play-off match or the Final tie, the playing of

an ineligible player will result in the game being awarded to their opponents and The Youth

Committee or a Committee appointed by the Youth Committee may impose such other

penalty as it considers appropriate.

18 In the League Competition matches must be played on the Conference dates decided by

the Youth Committee.
19 Confirmation of dates for games must be forwarded to the Competition Secretary, such

dates may only be changed in exceptional circumstances and only with the prior approval

of the Competition Secretary.

20 Each District shall provide a list of names of the Players taking part in the game (including

the names of nominated substitutes) to the Referee and a representative of their
opponents in the presence of the Referee at least 15 minutes prior to the scheduled time of kick-off. 
Players named on the list MUST wear the corresponding numbered shirt in the game, and be named 
correctly on the match report form returned to the County FA, inaccordance with Rule 24.

21 Each team will be allowed five substitute players in each game, who may be nominated from a 

maximum of five. Such players must be named to the referee before the commencement of the game. 

Players not so named will not be allowed to participate. (THESE ARE NOT REPEAT SUBSTITUTIONS)
22 In all ties the names of the five nominated substitutes must be supplied to the Referee at

least 15 minutes prior to the appointed kick-off time and may be used as Rule 21.

Substitutes not so named will not be allowed to participate.

23 The Match Officials shall be appointed by the County Referee Secretary and the fees shall

be determined by the Council. In addition, expenses of second-class railway/bus fare or

28p per mile car allowance may be claimed if actually incurred. Match Officials must be in

attendance at least 45 minutes prior to the appointed time of kick-off. It shall be within the

power of the Youth Committee to impose fines on Match or District Association Officials

who cause late starts or are guilty of other offences.

24 The results of all matches, together with all players’ forenames, surnames, dates of birth

and Club shall be sent within seven days to the Competition Secretary. The match results

shall be telephoned to the Competition Secretary on the day of the match. Failure to

comply with either of these requirements will result in a fine of £15 for each offence.

25 The financial assistance given to each District Association shall be determined by the

Council (See appendix for guidelines)

26 All questions relating to matches, disqualification of players or the interpretation of the

Rules or any dispute, protest or complaint whatever, shall be referred to the Council,

whose decision shall be final and binding on all parties.

27 Every protest or complaint of whatever kind must be made in writing and must contain the

particulars of the grounds upon which it is founded. Two copies of the protest or complaint

must be lodged with the Honorary Youth Secretary of the Association, accompanied by a

fee of £50, within three days of the match to which it relates (Sundays not included) or

within seven days of written notification of a decision. The fee shall be forfeited to the

Association in the event of the protest not being sustained or the complaint considered to

be unreasonable.

28 An Emergency Committee will deal with all protests and complaints and shall consist of not

more than five nor less than three Members of the Council.

29 If any member relates to a District Association concerned in a dispute, protest or

complaint he shall not sit on the Committee while the dispute, protest or complaint is being

considered.

30 (a) A District that has points deducted may appeal against that decision to an appeal

board comprising three members of Council selected by the Chairman of Council

or his nominee. Any such appeal shall only be permitted on one or more of the

following grounds;

The Youth Committee or a Committee appointed by the Youth Committee misinterpreted/failed 
to comply with the procedures relevant to the hearing of the charge.

The Youth Committee or a Committee appointed by the Youth Committee came to a

decision on the facts of the case which no reasonable body could have reached or;

The Youth Committee or a Committee appointed by the Youth Committee imposed

a sanction that is excessive.

(b) Any appeal must be made in accordance with such procedures as may be

determined by Cheshire County F.A. from time to time.

(c) For the avoidance of doubt a District may not appeal against any penalty imposed

on it other than the deduction of points.

31 All claims allowed in accordance with the issued guidelines must be submitted within 21

days of the match taking place, to the Honorary Youth Secretary and must be supported by

relevant receipts/vouchers.

A fine of £25.00 shall be imposed where District FAs fail to meet this requirement.
MATCH OFFICIALS FEES AND EXPENSES

                                               Referee Fee                    Assistant Referee Fee

All Rounds including the Final £30.00                                 £20.00

Final Tie Souvenir Trophy

In the event of a Reserve Official being officially appointed to any game he/she will be

entitled to the same fee as the Assistant Referee

TRAVELLING EXPENSES

Travel expenses - 35p per mile if actually incurred

Officials are entitled to their travelling expenses if incurred and half their fees if the match

to which they were appointed is not played

32 All District FA Youth Team Coaches, Managers, Physios, and any persons who’s normal

duties include caring for, training, supervising and overseeing children, must comply

with the requirements of The FA CRB process, and The FA Safeguarding Children

Regulations. All such persons must obtain an FA enhanced CRB disclosure. The relevant

District Football Association shall be responsible for ensuring that all such persons have

obtained, or have applied for, an FA Enhanced CRB disclosure.

33 It is the responsibility of the County/District Association's to ensure that First Aid facilities.
equipment and stretcher are available for all matches and a fully qualified person is present to 

administer the First Aid.

34 BOTH ASSOCIATIONS must send the Match Result / Team Sheet to the Competition

Secretary to reach him within 3 days of the match being played.

THE ABOVE REQUIREMENT MUST BE MET, OTHERWISE FINES WILL BE IMPOSED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMPETITION RULES.

35 MATCH EXPENSES
In accordance with a decision of Council, all District Associations involved in the competition
will receive a payment to be determined on the distance travelled from home to the County FA.

