
DISABILITY FOOTBALL: THE FACTS

600+
PLAYERS ENGAGED 
IN ENGLAND 
TALENT PATHWAY

20
PLAYERS IN NATIONAL 
EMERGING TALENT 
PROGRAMMES

OF WHICH HAVE A LONG STANDING 
AND LIMITING DISABILITY OR ILLNESS
 Source: Life Opportunities Survey 2009-2012 / Census 2011

E L I T E  S Q UA D S

TA L E N T  PAT H WAY

 M A L E  I NTE R N AT I O N A L F E M A L E  I NTE R N AT I O N A L

ENGLAND 
TALENT DAYS 
(DELIVERED 
ANNUALLY)

30+

9.4m (17.6%)

HAVE A LONG STANDING 
DISABILITY OR ILLNESS

18.4m (34.9%)

60

77% MALE / 1541 TEAMS
15% MIXED / 305 TEAMS
7% FEMALE / 145 TEAMS

      

29% YOUTH / 577 TEAMS
71% ADULT 1414 TEAMS

53m
ENGLAND

TOTAL POPULATION

1,000
PLUS TEAMS

36
COUNTY (PAN)

DISABILITY LEAGUES

MALE
DEAF

99,300
WEEKLY

151,700
MONTHLY 

APS10 REPORTED PARTICIPANTS

DEAF 

U N D E R  1 9  S Q UA D S  

CEREBRAL 
PALSY

PLAYERS IN 
REGIONAL 
EMERGING 
TALENT 
PROGRAMMES

DEAF
FUTSAL

LEARNING
DISABILITY

DISABILITY TEAMS 
COMPRISE 2% OF ALL TEAMS

4.7% OF FA CHARTER STANDARD CLUBS 
HAVE A DISABILITY TEAM (324 OUT IF 6,822)  

7th
Largest team 

sport in England

1 , 9 9 1  A F F I L I AT E D  D I SA B I L I T Y  T E A M S

POWERCHAIRPARTIALLY 
SIGNTED

DEAF 
FUTSAL

CEREBRAL 
PALSYBLIND

AMPUTEE BLIND

CEREBRAL
PALSY POWERCHAIR 

DEAF PARTIALLY
SIGHTED

6

NATIONAL IMPAIRMENT
SPECIFIC LEAGUES

0.6% BLIND / 12 TEAMS
0.6% AMPUTEE / 11 TEAMS
72.9% PAN DISABILITY / 1451 TEAMS
3.0% DEAF/HEARING IMPAIRED / 60 TEAMS
4.1% MENTAL HEALTH / 82 TEAMS
1.0% PARTIALLY SIGHTED / 20 TEAMS
1.1% DOWN'S SYNDROME / 22 TEAMS
4.5% POWERCHAIR / 90 TEAMS
2.3% CEREBRAL PALSY / 46 TEAMS
9.9% LEARNING DISABILITY / 197 TEAMS

3.4% OF CLUBS HAVE A DISABILITY 
TEAM (769 OUT OF 22,450)

C OAC H  E D U C AT I O N  D E L I V E RY  D E TA I L S  ( 1 5 - 1 6 )

PORTFOLIO OF 3 DISABILITY SPECIFIC COACH EDUCATION COURSES

COURSES DELIVERED

COACHES 
ATTENDED COURSES

(1.87%)  FA LICENSED 
COACHES HAVE A DISABILITY

41
632
555

C O A C H I N G

DISABLED
F O O T B A L L E R S

C O A C H I N G

BLIND
F O O T B A L L E R S

C O A C H I N G

DEAF
F O O T B A L L E R S



DISABILITY FOOTBALL: THE FACTS

NEW TEAMS WERE 
CREATED 

660 

THE FA SKILLS PROGRAMME

DISABILITY ATTENDEES WITHIN 
THE SKILLS PROGRAMME 

THE FA PEOPLE CUP 2017 EDUCATION (16-17)

competing in ECFA league and cup competitions

T H E  FA  C OAC H  M E N TO R  P RO G R A M M E

MENTEES COACHING WITHIN 
DISABILITY FOOTBALL SUPPORTED 
BY FA MENTORS

MENTEES WHO HAVE A DISABILITY 
THEMSELVES SUPPORTED BY 
FA MENTORS

157

250 50 75 100 125 150 200

124

OF ALL ATTENDEES
3.7% 

9,330 79 

AS A RESULT OF DISABILITY FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES (SEPT 13 TO AUGUST 16):

70% 
1000

31,996 
new or lapsed participants 
took part in football

=

PARTICIPANTS

82% 
18%

36% 
PARTICIPATED ON A 

MONTHLY BASIS
PARTICIPATED ON A 

WEEKLY BASIS

DISABILITY 
FOOTBALL FORMATS

HEATS DELIVERING 73 
SEPARATE TOURNAMENTS

TEAMS 
TAKING PART

PLAYERS 
5 22 443 3,101

TEAMS

86% MALE 14%FEMALE
engaged as part of FA investment into FE Community Hubs

2131  
DISABILITY PARTICIPANTS

funded with a focus on providing bespoke disability football o�ers’ as part 
of FA investment hubs model

14 
UNIVERSITIES

47 
COLLEGES

48 Teams 380
IMPAIRMENT GROUP 

PARTNER COMPETITIONS
PLAYERS

5
COMPETED IN THE FA DISABILITY CUP

THE FA DISABILITY CUP 2017


